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INDEPENDENT REGULATORY 
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IRRC Number: 

(1) Agency

Pennsylvania Department of State

(2) Agency Number:   16A

Identification Number:  6522

(3) PA Code Cite:    49 Pa. Code §§ 40.1, 40.14, 40.15, 40.61, 40.63, 40.67, 40.163, 40.164 and 40.192

(4) Short Title:  Early Exam and CE for Clinical Instruction

(5) Agency Contacts (List Telephone Number and Email Address):

Primary Contact: Sean C. Barrett, Board Counsel, 717-783-7200, seabarrett@pa.gov 

Secondary Contact: Thomas M. Davis, Regulatory Counsel, 717-783-7200, tmdavis@pa.gov 

(6) Type of Rulemaking (check applicable box):

 Proposed Regulation 

 Final Regulation 

 Final Omitted Regulation 

 Emergency Certification Regulation; 

 Certification by the Governor   

 Certification by the Attorney General 

(7) Briefly explain the regulation in clear and nontechnical language. (100 words or less)

This proposed rulemaking of the State Board of Physical Therapy allows: 1) PT and PTA students to take 

the requisite examinations up to 90 days prior to graduating from their respective programs; 2) licensees 

and certificate holders working as clinical instructors to receive continuing education credit hours for 

teaching PT and PTA students; and 3) applicants to directly register for the national examination with the 

examination provider, rather than by seeking the Board’s permission, via the Board’s participation in the 

Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy’s (FSBPT’s) Alternative Approval Pathway (AAP).  

(8) State the statutory authority for the regulation.  Include specific statutory citation.

The amendments are authorized under sections 3(a), 5, 6(b), 7.2 and 9.1(a) of the Physical Therapy 

Practice Act (act) (63 P.S. §§ 1303(a), 1305, 1306(b), 1307.2, and 1309.1(a)).  “It shall be the duty of 

the board to pass upon the qualifications of applicants for licensure as physical therapists and 

certification as physical therapist assistants, to conduct examinations….” 63 P.S. § 1303(a).  “[A]n 

individual who desires and applies to be licensed as a physical therapist shall apply to the board on a 

form furnished by the board, and such application shall embody evidence satisfactory to the board of the 

applicant's possessing the qualifications preliminary to examination required by this act.” 63 P.S. § 1305 

(emphasis added). Accordingly, the Board has broad authority to determine the timeframe in which an 

applicant may sit for the exam after completion of the didactic portion of their education.  “An applicant 

for licensure must pass an examination approved by the board which shall test the applicant's knowledge 
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of the basic and clinical sciences … and such other subjects as the board may deem necessary to test the 

applicant's fitness to practice physical therapy. No license shall be granted unless an applicant has 

attained passing scores established by the testing agency and published prior to the administration of the 

examination.” 63 P.S. § 1306(b). “For each license renewal, a licensee shall complete within the 

immediately preceding two-year period at least 30 hours of continuing physical therapy education as 

approved by the board.”  63 P.S. § 1307.2. “To be eligible for certification by the board as a physical 

therapist assistant, an applicant must be … successful in passing an examination approved by the board, 

subject to rules and regulations established by the board….” 63 P.S. § 1309.1(a). “For each certificate 

renewal, a certificate holder shall complete within the immediately preceding two-year period at least 30 

hours of continuing physical therapy education as approved by the board in accordance with standards 

and criteria established by the board by regulation.” 63 P.S. § 1309.1(j).   

(9) Is the regulation mandated by any federal or state law or court order, or federal regulation?  Are there

any relevant state or federal court decisions?  If yes, cite the specific law, case or regulation as well as,

any deadlines for action.

No, the regulation is not mandated by any federal or state law or court order. 

(10) State why the regulation is needed.  Explain the compelling public interest that justifies the

regulation.  Describe who will benefit from the regulation.  Quantify the benefits as completely as

possible and approximate the number of people who will benefit.

The current regulations pose an unnecessary burden to licensure and employment within the 

Commonwealth, in that there is no reasonable need to require PT students and PTA students to apply to 

the Board for permission to sit for their respective examinations, when allowing the exam provider to 

determine eligibility can alleviate pressures on Board staff while simultaneously simplifying and 

accelerating the examination process. Additionally, there is no reasonable need to require PT students 

and PTA students to wait until after graduating from their respective programs to sit for their respective 

examinations.  

Section 6(b) of the act (relating to qualifications for license; examinations; failure of examinations; 

licensure without examination; issuing of license; foreign applicants for licensure; temporary license; 

perjury) provides that an applicant for licensure must pass an examination approved by the Board. Under 

section 5 of the act (relating to application for license), “an individual who desires and applies to be 

licensed as a physical therapist shall apply to the board on a form furnished by the board, and such 

application shall embody evidence satisfactory to the board of the applicant’s possessing the 

qualifications preliminary to examination required by this act.”   

Both PT and PTA applicants must successfully pass the Board-approved examination, the NPTE which 

was created by the FSBPT. As part of an ongoing effort to standardize the examination applications 

process, the FSBPT contacted the Board in May of 2020 to introduce the Alternative Approval Pathway 

(AAP). The FSBPT explained that, should the Board decide to participate in the AAP, applicants would 

contact the FSBPT to register to sit for the NPTE, and the FSBPT would be responsible for making the 

candidate eligible to sit if they meet all NPTE eligibility requirements. Furthermore, to be consistent 

with NPTE eligibility requirements, and to participate in the AAP, the Board’s regulations must be 

amended: 1) to allow PT and PTA students to sit for the NPTE prior to graduation; and 2) to remove a 

provision that requires applicants to request the Board’s permission to sit for the examination a third 

time after two failures. In this proposed rulemaking, sections 40.14 (relating to examination; failure; 
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reexamination) and 40.164 (relation to the physical therapist assistant certification examination) would 

be amended to implement these requirements.   

 

Sections 40.15(b) (relating to examinations) and 40.164(a)(2)(relating to physical therapist assistant 

certification examinations) currently require PT and PTA applicants to present the required credentials 

of professional education to the Board. In implementing these provisions, the Board requires proof that 

applicants graduated from a Board-approved school of physical therapy or completed an approved PTA 

program before it will permit applicants to sit for the NPTE. In proposing amendments to these sections, 

the Board considered the Executive Report on Occupational Licensing as well as legislation that was 

introduced in this Commonwealth (HB 2617 of 2018, and HB 138 of 2019), which would allow PT 

students, and PTA students, to sit for their respective exams prior to graduating from their respective 

programs so that they may enter the workforce without unnecessary delay. In reviewing the timing of 

the examinations, the Board has determined that the existing regulations pose an unnecessary burden to 

licensure and occupational employment within the Commonwealth, in that there is no reasonable need to 

require PT students and PTA students to wait until after graduating from their respective programs to sit 

for the NPTE.   

 

Furthermore, the Board proposes amendments which will allow PTs and PTAs who provide clinical 

instruction to receive credit for 1 contact hour of continuing education for each 40 hours of clinical 

instruction up to a maximum of 4 contact hours per biennial period. This change will benefit these 

individuals because they will have to pay for fewer continuing education credits, and they will have to 

spend less time obtaining credit hours for continuing education credits.  The Board does not track how 

many licensees work as clinical instructors, however, the Board does not suspect that a large percentage 

of its licensure base works as clinical instructors, but it is likely less than 5%. 

 

The Board receives approximately 1,423 applications annually. In the spirit of Executive Order 2017-03 

and the Executive Report on Occupational Licensing ((Review of State Professional and Occupational 

Licensure Board Requirements and Processes), the Board agrees that it is in the public interest to 

remove onerous and unnecessary barriers to licensure. Accordingly, the Board is amending the 

regulations to allow PT and PTA students to sit for the required national examinations up to 90 days 

prior to graduation from their respective programs. Of the 1,423 applications received annually, 

approximately 75% of those applications are individuals seeking an initial PT license or initial PTA 

certificate. Accordingly, approximately 1,067 applications are received from individuals who just 

completed their training programs. the regulation allowing individuals to sit for the examination prior to 

completing their program of study should positively affect approximately 1,067 individuals annually 

because those individuals will be able to sit for the exam prior to graduation.  Accordingly, they will be 

able to apply for licensure soon after graduation, which means they will ultimately enter the workforce 

sooner than they would have if they were forced to wait until after graduation to take the examination.    
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(11) Are there any provisions that are more stringent than federal standards?  If yes, identify the specific 

provisions and the compelling Pennsylvania interest that demands stronger regulations. 

 

No federal standards apply.  

(12) How does this regulation compare with those of the other states?  How will this affect 

Pennsylvania’s ability to compete with other states? 

 

The proposed regulations compare favorably to those in surrounding states.  

 

The FSBPT develops and administers the NPTE which is the national licensure exam for both PTs and 

PTAs.  FSBPT policy allows for testing prior to graduation, and FSBPT reports that 37 jurisdictions 

allow candidates to sit before graduation, whereas 15 do not.  Accordingly, should the Commonwealth 

allow PT students and PTA students to sit for the required examination prior to graduation, that would 

make the Commonwealth the ninth state in the Northeast geographic region to do so.  Currently, 

Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, Rhode Island, and West Virginia 

allow those who have not yet graduated to sit for the required examinations. Maryland, New York, 

Massachusetts, and Vermont require graduation prior to examination.  There will be a net positive effect 

on Pennsylvania’s ability to compete because recent Pennsylvania graduates will be able to enter into 

the workforce sooner than their Maryland, New York, Massachusetts, and Vermont counterparts.  

 

Furthermore, to be consistent with FSBPT’s NPTE eligibility requirements, and to participate in the 

AAP, the Board’s regulations must be amended: 1) to allow PT and PTA students to sit for the NPTE 

prior to graduation; and 2) to remove a provision that requires applicants to request the Board’s 

permission to sit for the examination a third time after two failures.  

 

Regarding the proposed regulation that would authorize continuing education credit for clinical 

instruction for a maximum of 4 contact hours per biennial period, the Board reviewed continuing 

education requirements in the Northeast region of the United States.  

 

New Hampshire allows licensees to obtain up to 8 of their required 24 hours of continuing professional 

education to licensees who act as the primary clinical instructor, supervising physical therapist or 

physical therapist assistant students during their clinical education. The board shall credit the licensee 

with 2 hours per student for clinical education supervision.  The clinical education supervision must 

exceed 48 hours in duration.  

 

Rhode Island allows licensees to obtain up to 3 of their 24 hours of continuing professional education 

for teaching and/or clinical supervision of students by licensees in American Physical Therapy 

Association (APTA) approved programs, with 1 continuing education hour awarded for each hour 

completed.   
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New Jersey allows licensees to obtain up to a maximum of 4 credits per biennial period of their required 

30 hours of continuing professional education to licensees who provide clinical instruction to students in 

a clinical facility that is affiliated with a physical therapy program that is approved for the education and 

training of physical therapists or licensed physical therapist assistants by an accrediting agency 

recognized by the United States Department of Education, Office of Postsecondary Education.  

Licensees shall receive 1 credit for each 40 hours of clinical instruction.   

Maryland allows licensees to obtain up to 8 of their required 30 points of continuing professional 

education to those who serve as a clinical instructor, resident, or fellow for PT or PTA students, with 1 

point earned for every 40 hours of direct supervision.   

Delaware allows licensees to obtain a seemingly unlimited number of their required 3 units of 

continuing professional education to those who act as a direct clinical instructor providing supervision to 

PT, PTA or Athletic Trainer students enrolled in an accredited institution, with 40 contact hours 

equaling 0.1 continuing education units.   

New York allows licensees to obtain up to 6 hours of their required 36 hours of continuing professional 

education (during a triennial period) to licensees who supervise students as a clinical instructor.  Credit 

hours are earned at a rate of 0.25 hours for each two-week period of supervision per student. 

West Virginia allows licensees to obtain up to 8 of their required 24 units of continuing professional 

education to those who provide clinical instruction to PT students or PTA students enrolled in an 

approved PT or PTA program, with 4 weeks of clinical instruction equaling 1 unit of continuing 

education.    

Ohio allows licensees to obtain up to 12 of their required 24 hours of continuing professional education 

(six of 12 for PTAs) to those who serve as clinical instructors, earning 1 contact hour for every 80 hours 

of clinical instruction provided.   

Vermont allows licensees to obtain up to 8 of their required 24 hours of continuing professional 

education (8 of 16 for PTAs) to those who serve as clinical instructors for full-time entry-level PT or 

PTA students, PT residents or PT fellows, with 1 clock hour earned for every 40 hours (full-time) of 

supervising for a period of at least 2 weeks. 

Connecticut does not award continuing education credits for clinical instruction. Massachusetts and 

Maine do not require physical therapists to obtain continuing education credit hours. 

Like Connecticut, the Commonwealth does not currently award continuing education credits for clinical 

instruction, which means the Commonwealth does not currently compare favorably when compared to 

its sister states in the Northeast quadrant of the United States.  Delaware allows licensees to obtain a 

seemingly unlimited number (100%) of continuing professional education credits to those who act as a 

direct clinical instructor, and Ohio allows licensees to obtain up to 12 of their required 24 hours (50%) 

of continuing professional education. States like Rhode Island, New Jersey and New York are much 

more conservative in their allowance (12.5%, 13.3% and 16.6% respectively).  Accordingly, the Board’s 

proposal (4 of 30, or 13.3%) is more modest than many states, but this proposed amendment would put 

the Commonwealth in a position very similar to its sister states, whereas right now it, like Connecticut, 

the Commonwealth is an outlier.  The proposed amendment would make a positive impact, ending the 

Commonwealth’s outlier status, and allowing licensees to obtain continuing education credit for 
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providing clinical instruction.  

Currently, 26 states participate in the AAP.  In the Northeast geographic region, Delaware, Maine, New 

Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, and Rhode Island participate in the AAP.  Maryland, New York, 

Massachusetts, Vermont, Connecticut, and West Virginia do not.  Accordingly, once the Commonwealth 

begins participating in the AAP, the majority of states in the Northeast geographic region will be 

participating in the AAP. 

(13) Will the regulation affect any other regulations of the promulgating agency or other state agencies?

If yes, explain and provide specific citations.

The regulation will not affect any other regulations of the Board or regulations of any other state agency. 

(14) Describe the communications with and solicitation of input from the public, any advisory

council/group, small businesses and groups representing small businesses in the development and

drafting of the regulation.  List the specific persons and/or groups who were involved.  (“Small

business” is defined in Section 3 of the Regulatory Review Act, Act 76 of 2012.)

The proposed regulation was discussed at regularly scheduled public board meetings on July 19, 2018, 

December 21, 2018, September 12, 2019, November 14, 2019, January 16, 2020, March 11, 2020, July 

16, 2020, November 30, 2020, July 22, 2021, September 16, 2021, November 17, 2021, May 6, 2023, 

March 23, 2023 and May 4, 2023.  Meetings are open to the public and are regularly attended by 

representatives of interested state associations that represent licensees.   

An exposure draft of the proposed regulation was provided to interested parties and stakeholders on 

August 27, 2019.  Two comments were received.  Anthony Bujno PT, DPT emailed the Board saying he 

strongly supported the proposed regulation. James J. Irrgang, PT, PhD, FAPTA, Professor and Chair, 

Department of Physical Therapy, University of Pittsburgh, provided the Board with a letter in which he 

strongly supported the proposed regulation, but was concerned with wording of the amendment in 

section 40.63(j) that refers to “or by another National organization recognized by the Board that 

accredits physical therapy programs.”  In his opinion, this language “leaves the door open to 

accreditation of a physical therapy program by an entity other than CAPTE,” and was concerned that 

“this could result in accreditation of physical therapy programs that do not meet the CAPTE standards.” 

 The comments were discussed at the regularly scheduled public board meeting held on November 14, 

2019.  In section 40.63(j), the Board is not creating a new standard for accreditation. Instead, the Board 

is clarifying that the same credentials required for graduation, and ultimately licensure by examination 

(as set forth in the Board’s existing regulations at 40.11), are also required for continuing education 

credits related to clinical instruction, which is that the physical therapy program at issue must be 

accredited by CAPTE, or by another National organization recognized by the Board that accredits 

physical therapy programs.  

In May of 2020, a representative from FSBPT contacted the Board to discuss the AAP. After a 

discussing the AAP at the Board’s regularly scheduled July 16, 2020 Board meeting, the Board voted to 

participate in the AAP, which would require further amendments to the Board’s regulations. The 

required amendments were made, and at the Board’s regularly scheduled November 30, 2020 Board 

meeting, the Board reviewed all AAP-related amendments and voted to promulgate proposed regulation 
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through the regulatory review process. Direct access to the national examination with the examination 

provider (FSBPT), rather than by seeking the Board’s permission, will simplify and streamline the 

process for applicants to register for the NPTE.   

(15) Identify the types and number of persons, businesses, small businesses (as defined in Section 3 of

the Regulatory Review Act, Act 76 of 2012) and organizations which will be affected by the regulation.

How are they affected?

For purposes of this rulemaking, the Board estimates that approximately 1,067 individuals will be 

impacted by early examination and AAP participation on an annual basis because the Board reviews 

approximately 1,067 total applications (PT plus PTA) annually.  The number of individuals impacted by 

the amendment to allow licensees and certificate holders working as clinical instructors to receive 

continuing education credit hours for teaching PT and PTA students is unknown, because this number is 

not tracked by the Board, nor the professional organizations.  

According to the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry in 2020 (the most recent year for 

which data is available), PTs and PTAs provide their services for a variety of private and public sector 

employers. Physical Therapists are employed in the following private sector positions: 1) Offices of 

physical, occupational and speech therapists, and audiologists (32%); 2) Hospitals (28%); 3) Home 

healthcare services (11%); 4) Self-employed workers (6%); and 5) Nursing and residential care facilities 

(6%).  Physical Therapist Assistants are employed in the following private sector positions: 1) Offices of 

physical, occupational and speech therapists, and audiologists (44%); 2) Hospitals (24%); 3) Nursing 

care facilities (10%); 4) Home healthcare services (9%); 5) Offices of physicians (5%). 

Small businesses are defined in Section 3 of the Regulatory Review Act, (71 P.S. § 745.3) which 

provides that a small business is defined by the SBA’s Small Business Size Regulations under 13 CFR 

Ch. 1 Part 121.  These size standards have been established for types of businesses under the North 

American Industry Classification System (NAICS).  In applying the 2022 NAICS standards to the types 

of businesses where licensees may work, a small business in physical, occupational and speech 

therapists, and audiologists is one that has $12.5 million or less in average annual receipts. 

Based on this variety of employers, the Board believes that most PTs and PTAs in Pennsylvania are 

employed in small businesses. The Board does not collect information on the size of the businesses 

where its licensees are employed.  However, for purposes of determining the economic impact on small 

businesses, the Board must assume that a large number of its licensees either are or work for small 

businesses as that term is defined by the SBA and Pennsylvania’s Regulatory Review Act.  

The Board reviews approximately 1,067 total applications (PT plus PTA) annually.  Accordingly, 

approximately 1,067 individuals will be impacted by the amendment allowing students to sit for the 

required examination prior to graduation, and approximately 1,067 individuals will be impacted by the 

amendments made to allow applicants to directly register for the national examination with the 

examination provider, rather than by seeking the Board’s permission.  The proposed regulation is not 

expected to have a direct fiscal impact on these individuals, but the overall purpose of allowing students 

to register for the examination by contacting the exam provider (without the added requirement that the 

student first seek the Board’s permission), and allowing students to sit for the required examination prior 

to graduation, is to remove unnecessary administrative barriers which will allow such prospective PTs 

and PTAs to enter the workforce sooner.  This should have a net positive fiscal impact on these 

individuals.  Small businesses will benefit from the availability of properly licensed or credentialed 
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individuals, rather than individuals waiting to take the examination, and therefore waiting to be 

licensed/credentialed.      

 

The number of individuals impacted by the amendment to allow licensees and certificate holders 

working as clinical instructors to receive continuing education credit hours for teaching PT and PTA 

students is unknown, because this number is not tracked by the Board, nor the professional 

organizations.  However, it is not likely a large number.  What can be ascertained is that the CE 

amendment allows members of the regulated community to earn up to four (4) credit hours per biennium 

by providing clinical instruction.  The cost of credit hours varies greatly depending on the course content 

and provider.  Therefore, the actual cost savings is exceedingly speculative.  However, members of the 

regulated community who provide clinical instruction will be allowed to earn up to four (4) of the 

required thirty (30) credit hours per biennium by providing clinical instruction (4 of 30 credit hours 

equals approximately 13%).  Therefore, we can ascertain that those able to take full advantage of this 

amendment should see a cost savings of approximately 13%.  Small businesses that cover the cost of CE 

will benefit in the same fashion.   

 

 

(16) List the persons, groups or entities, including small businesses, that will be required to comply with 

the regulation.  Approximate the number that will be required to comply. 

 

Approximately 1,067 applicants per year will be affected by the ability to sit for the exam up to 90 days 

prior to graduation, as well as all other proposed exam-related amendments. There is nothing in this 

regulation requiring compliance with new regulatory standards. This regulation merely provides an 

option to PT and PTA students to sit for the examination early (should they choose to), allows clinical 

instructors to obtain continuing education credits by virtue of their position (should they choose to), and 

allows applicants to register for the required examination with the exam provider (rather than ask the 

Board for permission to sit for the examination).       

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

(17) Identify the financial, economic and social impact of the regulation on individuals, small 

businesses, businesses and labor communities and other public and private organizations.  Evaluate the 

benefits expected as a result of the regulation. 

 

Approximately 1,067 applicants per year will be affected by the ability to sit for the exam up to 90 days 

prior to graduation. It is unknown as to how many licensees and certificate-holders will be able to take 

advantage of earning CE credit hours by providing clinical instruction to PT students and PTA students 

because this number is not tracked by the Board, nor the professional organizations.  However, members 

of the regulated community will be allowed to earn up to four (4) of the required thirty (30) credit hours 

per biennium by providing clinical instruction (4 of 30 credit hours equals approximately 13%).  

Therefore, we can ascertain that those able to take full advantage of this amendment should see a cost 

savings of approximately 13%.  The costs associated with continuing education courses varies widely 

depending on the provider, however, for purposes of this rulemaking, the Board assumes an average of 

$100 per credit hour for in-person courses and $25 per credit hour for online courses based on a review 

of available courses. Accordingly, licensees and certificate-holders spend between $3,000 and $750 

biannually on CE. A 13% cost savings would equal a savings of between $390 and $97.50 biannually.  

Small businesses that cover the cost of CE will benefit in the same fashion. The Board expects that few 

licensees will be in a position to take advantage of this opportunity; most likely less than 5%.   
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(18) Explain how the benefits of the regulation outweigh any cost and adverse effects.

All PT students and PTA students (approximately 1,067 individuals annually) will benefit by being able 

to register for their examinations sooner (by no longer having to seek the Board’s permission), being 

able to sit for their respective examinations sooner, and ultimately being able to enter the workforce 

sooner. To those individuals working full-time providing clinical instruction, this amendment will both 

reduce the overall cost of CEs and save them from the time and hassle of finding, paying for and 

attending up to 13% fewer traditional CE classes, saving between $390 and $97.50 biannually.    

The Board foresees no costs or adverse effects to any of the other amendments detailed herein. 

(19) Provide a specific estimate of the costs and/or savings to the regulated community associated with

compliance, including any legal, accounting or consulting procedures which may be required.  Explain

how the dollar estimates were derived.

The CE amendment allows members of the regulated community to earn up to four (4) credit hours per 

biennium by providing clinical instruction.  The cost of credit hours varies greatly depending on the 

course content and provider.  Therefore, the actual cost savings is exceedingly speculative.  However, 

members of the regulated community will be allowed to earn up to four (4) of the required thirty (30) 

credit hours per biennium by providing clinical instruction.  Therefore, we can ascertain that those able 

to take full advantage of this amendment should see a cost savings of approximately 13%, or between 

$390 and $97.50 biannually. The Board expects that few licensees will be in a position to take advantage 

of this opportunity; most likely less than 5%. However, if 5% of the Board’s licensee and certificate-

holder population (5% of 26,581 = 1,329) were to save (at minimum) $97.50 biannually, that would 

equal an annual cost savings of $48.47 for 1,329 individuals, which equals a total annual savings to the 

regulated community of $64,416.63. 

The proposed regulation is not expected to have a significant fiscal impact on applicants, but the overall 

purpose of allowing students to register for the examination by contacting the exam provider (without 

the added requirement that the student first seek the Board’s permission), and allowing students to sit for 

the required examination prior to graduation, is to remove unnecessary administrative barriers which 

will allow such prospective PTs and PTAs to enter the workforce sooner.  This should have a net 

positive fiscal impact on these individuals.   

(20) Provide a specific estimate of the costs and/or savings to the local governments associated with

compliance, including any legal, accounting or consulting procedures which may be required.  Explain

how the dollar estimates were derived.

There are no costs or savings to local government. 

(21) Provide a specific estimate of the costs and/or savings to the state government associated with the

implementation of the regulation, including any legal, accounting, or consulting procedures which may
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be required.  Explain how the dollar estimates were derived. 

There are no costs or savings to state government. The Board Administrator will have to remove the 

“exam registration” section from the online checklist, and edit the “survey questions” (See Attachment 

“A”), but this should take less than 15 minutes, which will (according to the Bureau of Finance and 

Operations) cost the Bureau approximately $15.34, given that 1 hour of Board Administrator time costs 

$61.37, and $61.37 x .25 = $15.34). 

(22) For each of the groups and entities identified in items (19)-(21) above, submit a statement of legal,

accounting or consulting procedures and additional reporting, recordkeeping or other paperwork,

including copies of forms or reports, which will be required for implementation of the regulation and an

explanation of measures which have been taken to minimize these requirements.

To implement this proposed regulation, two electronic forms must be to some extent amended 

(discussed further in paragraph 22b). The proposed regulation will allow applicants to directly register 

for the national examination with the examination provider, rather than by seeking the Board’s 

permission. According to FSBPT, graduates of CAPTE programs will be able to receive their NPTE 

eligibility immediately upon registering, because when an individual applies from an AAP state, the 

validation process is done electronically.  

(22a) Are forms required for implementation of the regulation? 

The Board’s application forms and biennial renewal forms must be to some extent amended.  The Board 

will be able to dispose of its forms related to requesting permission to sit for the examination.   

(22b) If forms are required for implementation of the regulation, attach copies of the forms here.  If 

your agency uses electronic forms, provide links to each form or a detailed description of the 

information required to be reported.  Failure to attach forms, provide links, or provide a detailed 

description of the information to be reported will constitute a faulty delivery of the regulation. 

When applying for licensure online Pennsylvania Licensing System (PALS), applicants must respond to 

questions to ensure the applicant is completing the appropriate application. After answering questions 

related to completion of an accredited education program and achieving a passing score on the NPTE, 

applicants are provided with a “checklist” tailored to their circumstances. Currently, the Board’s 

checklists state the Board “is unable to make you eligible [for the NPTE] unless you have [contacted 

FSBPT, registered for the examination, and paid for the examination]. The next checklist item then says, 

“[NPTE examination] scores are reported directly to the Board office approximately one week after the 

date of the exam.” These checklists will be updated to remove the checklist item discussing the need for 

an applicant to contact FSBPT, register for the examination, and pay for the examination before the 

Board may determine/grant exam eligibility, because there will no longer be a need for the Board to 

determine/grant exam eligibility. However, NPTE examination scores will continue to be reported 

directly to the Board office approximately one week after the date of the exam.  

A copy of the questions proposed to applicants, as well as a copy of the checklist discussing the need for 

an applicant to contact FSBPT, register for the examination, and pay for the examination before the 

Board may determine/grant exam eligibility, are attached.  (See, Attachment “A”). 
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(23) In the table below, provide an estimate of the fiscal savings and costs associated with

implementation and compliance for the regulated community, local government, and state government

for the current year and five subsequent years.

Current FY 

Year 

23-24

FY +1 

Year 

24-25

FY +2 

Year 

25-26

FY +3 

Year 

26-27

FY +4 

Year 

27-28

FY +5 

Year 

28-29

SAVINGS: $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Regulated Community $0 $64,416 $64,416 $64,416 $64,416 $64,416 

Local Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

State Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Savings $0 $64,416 $64,416 $64,416 $64,416 $64,416 

COSTS: 

Regulated Community 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Local Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

State Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Costs 0 0 0 0 0 0 

REVENUE LOSSES: 

Regulated Community 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Local Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

State Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Revenue Losses 0 0 0 0 0 0 

(23a) Provide the past three-year expenditure history for programs affected by the regulation. 

Program FY -3 

2020-2021 

(actual) 

FY -2 

2021-2022 

(actual) 

FY -1 

2022-2023 

(budget) 

Current FY 

2023-2024 

(proposed) 

State Board of 

Physical Therapy 

$929,036.43 $756,919.38 $ 910,000.00 $780,000.00 

(24) For any regulation that may have an adverse impact on small businesses (as defined in Section 3 of

the Regulatory Review Act, Act 76 of 2012), provide an economic impact statement that includes the

following:

(a) An identification and estimate of the number of small businesses subject to the regulation.

(b) The projected reporting, recordkeeping and other administrative costs required for compliance
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with the proposed regulation, including the type of professional skills necessary for preparation 

of the report or record. 

(c) A statement of probable effect on impacted small businesses.

(d) A description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative methods of achieving the purpose of

the proposed regulation.

The Board assumes all its licensees either are themselves, or are employed by, small businesses. Not all 

licensees are affected by the proposal; only PT and PTA students looking to take the national exams 

(approx. 1,067 individuals annually) and PTs and PTAs who provide clinical instruction (number 

unknown, but this will most likely be a very small percentage of the licensee base).  There are not any 

significant reporting, recordkeeping or other administrative costs required for compliance with the 

regulation.   

Entering the workforce sooner and paying for fewer CEs will cause a net positive financial effect for 

licensees and small businesses. Therefore, the Board did not consider other alternative methods because 

this regulation provides great benefit to licensees.  

a) Small businesses are not subject to the regulation.

b) Small businesses are not subject to the regulation, therefore there are no projected reporting,

recordkeeping and other administrative costs required for compliance with the proposed

regulation, including the type of professional skills necessary for preparation of the report or

record.

c) The Board assumes all its licensees either are themselves, or are employed by, small businesses.

Accordingly, there should be a net positive impact on small business because PTs and PTAs will

be licensed sooner and should be able to enter the workforce sooner.

d) The proposed regulation does not negatively affect small businesses, so no less intrusive or less

costly alternative methods of achieving the purpose of the proposed regulation was considered.

(25) List any special provisions which have been developed to meet the particular needs of affected

groups or persons including, but not limited to, minorities, the elderly, small businesses, and farmers.

     No such special provisions are required. 

(26) Include a description of any alternative regulatory provisions which have been considered and

rejected and a statement that the least burdensome acceptable alternative has been selected.

The proposed rulemaking originally included amendments which would have limited applicants from 

taking the exam after six unsuccessful attempts (“six lifetime limit”), or when the applicant scores lower 

than 400 on the NPTE scale (“low score limit”). However, as an alternative to enacting a permanent ban, 

the Board has decided to not incorporate the FSBPT’s six-attempt limit, nor the FSBPT’s low score limit 

of 400, into its regulations.  

The Board considers this proposal to be the least burdensome acceptable alternative. 
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(27) In conducting a regulatory flexibility analysis, explain whether regulatory methods were considered

that will minimize any adverse impact on small businesses (as defined in Section 3 of the Regulatory

Review Act, Act 76 of 2012), including:

a) The establishment of less stringent compliance or reporting requirements for small businesses;

b) The establishment of less stringent schedules or deadlines for compliance or reporting

requirements for small businesses;

c) The consolidation or simplification of compliance or reporting requirements for small

businesses;

d) The establishment of performance standards for small businesses to replace design or operational

standards required in the regulation; and

e) The exemption of small businesses from all or any part of the requirements contained in the

regulation.

The Board assumes all its licensees either are themselves, or are employed by, small businesses. Not all 

licensees are affected by the proposal; only PT and PTA students looking to take the national exams 

(approx. 1,067 individuals annually) and PTs and PTAs who provide clinical instruction (number 

unknown, but this will most likely be a small percentage of the licensee base; most likely less than 5%). 

 There are not reporting, recordkeeping or other administrative costs required for compliance with the 

regulation.  

Entering the workforce sooner and paying for fewer CEs will cause a net positive financial effect for 

licensees and small businesses. 

a) The proposed regulation does not establish compliance or reporting requirements for small

businesses;

b) The proposed regulation does not establish schedules or deadlines for compliance or reporting

requirements for small businesses;

c) The proposed regulation does not establish compliance or reporting requirements for small

businesses;

d) The proposed regulation does not establish performance standards for small businesses to replace

design or operational standards required in the regulation; and

e) The proposed regulation does not negatively affect small businesses, so no small business

exemption was contemplated.

(28) If data is the basis for this regulation, please provide a description of the data, explain in detail how

the data was obtained, and how it meets the acceptability standard for empirical, replicable and testable

data that is supported by documentation, statistics, reports, studies or research.  Please submit data or

supporting materials with the regulatory package.  If the material exceeds 50 pages, please provide it in

a searchable electronic format or provide a list of citations and internet links that, where possible, can be

accessed in a searchable format in lieu of the actual material.  If other data was considered but not used,

please explain why that data was determined not to be acceptable.

The underlying intent of this regulation is to remove unnecessary barriers to licensure.  This parallels 

Executive Order (EO) 2017-03 entitled “Review of State Professional and Occupational Licensure 

Board Requirements and Process,” signed October 24, 2017.  The intent of the report developed in 

response to EO 2017-03 was to provide information to the governor to help him and administration 
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officials identify opportunities to remove unnecessary restrictions that prevent Pennsylvanians from 

gaining employment without compromising the health and safety of residents.  While the provisions of 

this proposed regulation are not specifically cited in the report, the underlying goal is the same: to 

remove unnecessary barriers to licensure.  EO 2017-03 is available at:  

https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/Documents/EO2017-03-Executive-Report-Occupational-

Licensing.pdf    

(29) Include a schedule for review of the regulation including:

A. The length of the public comment period:        30 days       

B. The date or dates on which any public meetings or hearings

will be held:

No public hearings were scheduled or held. The Board 

discusses its regulatory proposals at regulatory scheduled 

meetings. The Board’s upcoming 2024 meeting dates are as 

follows: March 21, May 3, July 25, October 3, and November 

14 

C. The expected date of delivery of the final-form regulation: Winter 2024 __ 

D. The expected effective date of the final-form regulation:  Winter 2024 __ 

E. The expected date by which compliance with the final-form

regulation will be required:  Winter 2024 __ 

F. The expected date by which required permits, licenses or other

approvals must be obtained:        N/A 

(30) Describe the plan developed for evaluating the continuing effectiveness of the regulations after its

implementation.

The Board continually reviews the efficacy of its regulations, as part of its annual review process under 

Executive Order 1996-1. The Board reviews its regulatory proposals at regularly scheduled public 

meetings.  This proposed regulation was discussed at regularly scheduled public meetings, held in 

compliance with the Sunshine Act, on July 19, 2018, December 21, 2018, September 12, 2019, 

November 14, 2019, January 16, 2020, March 11, 2020, July 16, 2020, November 30, 2020, July 22, 

2021, September 16, 2021, and November 17, 2021.  The Board met on the following dates in 2022:  

January 6, March 24, May 6, July 21, September 15, and November 3.  The Board met on the following 

dates in 2023: January 26, March 23, and May 4, July 24 and November 2. More information can be 

found on the Board’s website (www.dos.pa.gov/PhysTher). 



ATTACHMENT “A” 



Exam registration section (yellow) will need to be removed. 



Physical Therapist 

Did you graduate from a Physical Therapist program accredited by the Commission on the Accreditation of Physical 
Therapy Education (CAPTE)? 

If yes-Have you taken and passed the National Physical Therapy Exam (NPTE)? 

If yes-application by endorsement 
Application, fee, record of graduation, exam score, cv, logs, databank, act 31 

If no-application by examination 
Application, fee, record of graduation, exam registration, exam eligibility, databank, act 31 

If no-Do you hold a license to practice as a physical therapist in another US state or jurisdiction? 

If yes-application by endorsement-foreign trained 
Application, fee, foreign ed eval, exam score, cv, logs, databank, act 31 

If no-Please contact the board office for more information. 

Physical Therapist Assistant 

 Did you graduate from a Physical Therapist Assistant program accredited by the Commission on the Accreditation of 
Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE)? 

If yes-Have you taken and passed the National Physical Therapy Exam (NPTE)? 

If yes-application by endorsement 
Application, fee, record of graduation, exam score, cv, logs, databank, act 31 

If no-application by examination 
Application, fee, record of graduation, exam registration, exam eligibility, exam score, databank, 
act 31 

If no-You do not qualify to apply for a PTA license in Pennsylvania. 

Temporary Physical Therapist 

Application Information-In order to be eligible for a temporary license, you must have graduated from a CAPTE 
accredited program and be registered to take the NPTE throughfor Pennsylvania.  Only one 
temporary license will be issued.  A temporary license will be valid until the date the 
examination score is reported, or 6 months from the issue date, whichever comes first.  A failing 
score will cause the temporary license to become “Null and Void”. 

Have you submitted an application for a Physical Therapist license in Pennsylvania? 

If yes-application for temp 
Application, fee, exam application, exam registration, record of graduation, forms signed by 
supervisors, databank, act 31 

If no-In order to qualify for a temporary license in Pennsylvania, you must first submit an application for the 
license by examination.  If you have already taken the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE), you do not 
qualify for temporary licensure. 



Temporary Physical Therapist Assistant 

Application Information-In order to be eligible for a temporary license, the applicant must have graduated from a CAPTE 
accredited program and be registered to take the NPTE through Pennsylvania. Only one 
temporary license will be issued.  A temporary license will be valid until the date the 
examination score is reported, or 6 months from the issue date, whichever comes first.  A failing 
score will cause the temporary license to become “Null and Void”. 

Have you submitted an application for a Physical Therapist Assistant license in Pennsylvania? 

If yes-application for temp 
Application, fee, exam application, exam registration, record of graduation, forms signed by 
supervisors, databank, act 31 

If no-In order to qualify for a temporary license in Pennsylvania, you must first submit an application for the 
license by examination.  If you have already taken the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE), you do not 
qualify for temporary licensure. 

Direct Access Authorization – PT 

Application Information-In order to qualify for the Direct Access Authorization, you must hold a current, active license to 
practice Physical Therapy in Pennsylvania. Direct Access Authorization allows a licensed PT to 
practice without referral for up to 30 days subject to §40.61(c) through §40.61(f) of the 
regulations and is an addition to a physical therapist license. Both the PT license and the Direct 
Access Authorization must remain active to practice without referral.  As a condition of practice, 
professional liability insurance meeting the requirements of §40.69 of the board’s regulations 
must be maintained. 

Have you practiced physical therapy in the delivery of patient care on a continuous basis for at least the last 2 
years? (Please note-Practice while holding a temporary license will not be accepted towards the 2 years.) 

If yes- Enter the date you passed the NPTE (Exam date text box) 

If above date is after 1/1/90-application for Direct access authorization 
Application, fee, current license, proof of insurance, cv 

If above date is prior to 1/1/90-application for Direct access authorization 
Application, fee, current license, proof of insurance, cv, course documentation 

If no-You do not qualify for the direct access authorization at this time.  Current, active Pennsylvania PT 
license and 2 years practice experience is required. 

PT Assistant-Indirect Supervision 

Application Information-In order to qualify for the PT Assistant-Indirect Supervision license, you must hold a current, 
active Pennsylvania Physical Therapist Assistant license.  If you hold a PTA license in another 
state/jurisdiction, you must first apply for and obtain the Pennsylvania PTA license by 
endorsement. 

Were you employed full-time as a physical therapist assistant for at least three (3) of the five (5) years immediately 
preceding October 2, 2008? 



If yes-Application for PT Assistant Indirect Supervision 
Application, fee, current license, cv 

If no- Have you completed at least 2,000 hours of experience providing patient-related acts and services as a 
physical therapist assistant under the supervision of one or more licensed physical therapists? 

If yes- Application for PT Assistant Indirect Supervision 
Application, fee, current license, clinical experience (form), cv 

If no-You do not qualify for the Indirect Supervision license at this time. 
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The State Board of Physical Therapy (Board) proposes to amend §§ 40.1, 40.14, 40.15, 
40.61, 40.63, 40.67, 40.163, 40.164, and 40.192 to read as set forth in Annex A. The proposed 
rulemaking will allow physical therapist (PT) students, and physical therapist assistant (PTA) 
students to sit for the requisite examinations up to 90 days prior to graduation from their respective 
programs, and it will allow PTs and PTAs to receive a limited amount of continuing education 
credit for providing clinical instruction to student PTs and student PTAs at clinical facilities 
affiliated with accredited programs. Additionally, the proposed rulemaking will allow applicants 
to directly register for the national examination with the examination provider, by removing the 
requirement that the applicant first seek the Board’s permission, and it will allow applicants to sit 
for a third or successive examination, after two failures, without first seeking the Board’s 
permission.    

Effective date 

The amendments will be effective upon notice or publication of the final-form rulemaking 
in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.   

Statutory Authority 

The proposed rulemaking is authorized under sections 3(a), 5, 6(b), 7.2 and 9.1(a) and (j) 
of the Physical Therapy Practice Act (act) (63 P.S. §§ 1303(a), 1305, 1306(b), 1307.2, and 
1309.1(a) and (j)). “It shall be the duty of the board to pass upon the qualifications of applicants 
for licensure as physical therapists and certification as physical therapist assistants, to conduct 
examinations….” 63 P.S. § 1303(a). “[A]n individual who desires and applies to be licensed as a 
physical therapist shall apply to the board on a form furnished by the board, and such application 
shall embody evidence satisfactory to the board of the applicant's possessing the qualifications 
preliminary to examination required by this act.” 63 P.S. § 1305 (emphasis added). Accordingly, 
the Board has broad authority to determine the timeframe in which an applicant may sit for the 
exam after completion of the didactic portion of their education.   

“An applicant for licensure must pass an examination approved by the board which shall 
test the applicant's knowledge of the basic and clinical sciences … and such other subjects as the 
board may deem necessary to test the applicant's fitness to practice physical therapy. No license 
shall be granted unless an applicant has attained passing scores established by the testing agency 
and published prior to the administration of the examination.” 63 P.S. § 1306(b) (emphasis added). 
“For each license renewal, a licensee shall complete within the immediately preceding two-year 
period at least 30 hours of continuing physical therapy education as approved by the board.”  63 
P.S. § 1307.2. “To be eligible for certification by the board as a physical therapist assistant, an 
applicant must be … successful in passing an examination approved by the board, subject to rules 
and regulations established by the board….” 63 P.S. § 1309.1(a). “For each certificate renewal, a 
certificate holder shall complete within the immediately preceding two-year period at least 30 
hours of continuing physical therapy education as approved by the board in accordance with 
standards and criteria established by the board by regulation.” 63 P.S. § 1309.1(j). 
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Background and Need for the Amendment 

The current regulations pose an unnecessary burden to licensure and employment within 
the Commonwealth, in that there is no reasonable need to require PT students and PTA students 
to apply to the Board for permission to sit for their respective examinations, when allowing the 
exam provider to determine eligibility can alleviate pressures on Board staff while simultaneously 
simplifying and accelerating the examination process. Additionally, there is no reasonable need to 
require PT students and PTA students to wait until after graduating from their respective programs 
to sit for their respective examinations.  

Section 6(b) of the act (relating to qualifications for license; examinations; failure of 
examinations; licensure without examination; issuing of license; foreign applicants for licensure; 
temporary license; perjury) provides that an applicant for licensure must pass an examination 
approved by the Board. Under section 5 of the act (relating to application for license), “an 
individual who desires and applies to be licensed as a physical therapist shall apply to the board 
on a form furnished by the board, and such application shall embody evidence satisfactory to the 
board of the applicant’s possessing the qualifications preliminary to examination required by this 
act.”   

Both PT and PTA applicants must successfully pass the Board-approved examination, the 
National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) which was created by the Federation of State 
Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT). As part of an ongoing effort to standardize the examination 
applications process, the FSBPT contacted the Board in May of 2020 to introduce the Alternative 
Approval Pathway (AAP). The FSBPT explained that, should the Board decide to participate in 
the AAP, applicants would contact the FSBPT to register to sit for the NPTE, and the FSBPT 
would be responsible for making the candidate eligible to sit if they meet all NPTE eligibility 
requirements. Furthermore, to be consistent with NPTE eligibility requirements, and to participate 
in the AAP, the Board’s regulations must be amended: 1) to allow PT and PTA students to sit for 
the NPTE prior to graduation; and 2) to remove a provision that requires applicants to request the 
Board’s permission to sit for the examination a third time after two failures. In this proposed 
rulemaking, §§ 40.14 and 40.164 ((relating to examination; failure; reexamination; and physical 
therapist assistant certification examination) would be amended to implement these requirements. 

Sections 40.15(b) (relating to examinations) and 40.164(a)(2) currently require PT and 
PTA applicants to present the required credentials of professional education to the Board. In 
implementing these provisions, the Board requires proof that applicants graduated from a Board-
approved school of physical therapy or completed an approved PTA program before it will permit 
applicants to sit for the NPTE. In proposing amendments to these sections, the Board considered 
the Executive Report on Occupational Licensing as well as legislation that was introduced in this 
Commonwealth (HB 2617 of 2018, and HB 138 of 2019), which would allow PT students, and 
PTA students, to sit for their respective exams prior to graduating from their respective programs 
so that they may enter the workforce without unnecessary delay. In reviewing the timing of the 
examinations, the Board has determined that the existing regulations pose an unnecessary burden 
to licensure and occupational employment within the Commonwealth, in that there is no 
reasonable need to require PT students and PTA students to wait until after graduating from their 
respective programs to sit for the NPTE.   
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Furthermore, the Board proposes amendments which will allow PTs and PTAs who 

provide clinical instruction to receive credit for 1 contact hour of continuing education for each 40 
hours of clinical instruction up to a maximum of 4 contact hours per biennial period.  
 
Description of the Proposed Amendments 
 

The Board proposes to amend § 40.1 (relating to definitions) to define “NPTE” as the 
National Physical Therapy Examination developed, maintained and administered by the FSBPT 
(“develops, maintains, and administers” is language copied from the FSBPT website). “FSBPT” 
is already defined in § 40.1 as the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy. 

 
The Board proposes to amend § 40.14 (relating to examination; failure; reexamination) to 

allow the Board to participate in the AAP. Subsection (a) states applicants shall successfully pass 
the examination approved by the Board, and subsection (d) references “the examination.” 
However, subsections (a) and (d) do not currently name the approved examination. The NPTE is 
the only nationally recognized physical therapy examination, and the only Board-approved 
examination. Therefore, the Board proposes to amend subsections (a) and (d) to name the NPTE 
as the approved examination. According to the FSBPT, as of May 2023, 29 states are actively 
participating in the AAP.  In the Northeast region of the United States, Ohio, Maryland, Delaware, 
New Jersey, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and Maine are actively participating. To participate 
in the AAP, the Board proposes the following amendments that would remove the Board’s internal 
approval process relating to administering examinations. The Board proposes to delete subsection 
(b) which requires applicants to appear before the Board, provide evidence of additional training, 
and request permission to sit for the examination a third time after two failures. Additionally, the 
Board proposes to delete subsection (c), which addresses requirements for the Board’s approval to 
take a third or successive examination. 

 
The Board also proposes amendments to update examination eligibility requirements 

consistent with NPTE standards. In accordance with 63 P.S. § 1306(c), subsection (d) would 
prohibit an applicant from taking the NPTE more than three times in a consecutive 12-month 
period. Finally, proposed subsection (e) will be added to allow applicants to take the NPTE up to 
90 days prior to graduation from a CAPTE accredited program. Students in physical therapy and 
physical therapist assistant programs who are on track to graduate within 90 days will typically 
have completed the didactic portion of their education and are therefore fully prepared to sit for 
the NPTE. However, these same students will not qualify for licensure/certification until they have 
successfully passed the NPTE, completed the clinical portion of their education, and graduated 
from a physical therapy or physical therapist assistant program.     

 
The Board no longer provides or accepts paper applications. Accordingly, § 40.15(a) is 

being amended to clarify that applications for licensure by examination must be submitted to the 
Board in a manner and format prescribed by the Board. Applications for licensure by examination 
must be submitted online. 

 
Subsection 40.15(b) currently does not allow a PT applicant to sit for the licensure 

examination unless and until the applicant has obtained “the required credentials of professional 
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education from an approved institution.”  Accordingly, applicants are not currently allowed to sit 
for the examination until after completion of professional education and graduation from an 
approved institution. Subsection 40.15(b) is being amended to require that applicants submit to the 
Board, “at the time of application [for licensure],” the required credentials of professional 
education from an approved institution; thereby removing the requirement that applicants provide 
these credentials to be admitted to the examination, an unnecessary burden to licensure and 
employment.   

Subsection 40.15(b) requires physical therapy applicants to provide the Board with “the 
required credentials of professional education from an approved institution.” Proposed subsection 
(b) will still require applicants to provide the Board with “the required credentials of professional
education from an approved institution,” which is a “a physical therapy program accredited by
CAPTE or by another National organization recognized by the Board that accredits physical
therapy programs,” as per section 6 of the act (63 P.S. 1306), and § 40.11(a) (relating to educational
requirements for licensure by examination).

The Board also proposes to amend § 40.61(a)(2)(i) to reference the “National Physical 
Therapy Examination” as “NPTE,” as per the newly added definition of NPTE in § 40.1.  

Proposed § 40.63(j) (relating to continuing education for direct access certificateholders) 
will allow PTs with direct access certificates who provide clinical instruction to students in a 
clinical facility affiliated with a physical therapy program accredited by CAPTE, or by another 
National organization recognized by the Board, to receive credit for 1 contact hour of continuing 
education for each 40 hours of clinical instruction up to a maximum of 4 contact hours per biennial 
period.   

Proposed § 40.67(c)(7) (relating to continuing education for licensed physical therapists) 
would be added to allow PTs who do not have direct access certificates, who provide clinical 
instruction to students in a clinical facility affiliated with a physical therapy program accredited 
by CAPTE, or by another National organization recognized by the Board, to receive credit for 1 
contact hour of continuing education for each 40 hours of clinical instruction up to a maximum of 
4 contact hours per biennial period. This amendment is also reflected in the proposed restructuring 
of § 40.67(c)(1) which lists approved sources of continuing education.  

Subsection 40.163(a) (relating to requirements for certification as a physical therapist 
assistant) will be amended to inform applicants for certification by examination as a PTA that they 
must pay the fee in § 40.5 (relating to fees) for initial application for PTA certification by exam or 
endorsement ($30). This fee requirement is currently located in § 40.164(a)(1) (relating to physical 
therapist assistant certification examination) but is being relocated to § 40.163(a) because PTAs 
will no longer be required to submit an application to the Board prior to sitting for the NPTE.  

The Board proposes amendments that would delete the Board’s internal approval process 
relating to examinations in the same way it is amending regulations relating to PTs. Subsection 
40.164(a) would be amended to move the examination requirement from § 40.164(a) to paragraph 
(a)(3). This is necessary because PTAs will no longer be required to submit an application to the 
Board prior to sitting for the NPTE, thereby rendering obsolete the current language of subsection 
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(a). The Board also proposes to delete paragraphs (a)(1-2) because the Board will no longer be 
involved in examination approvals. 

 
 The Board proposes to amend subsection (b) (relating to failure and re-examination) to 

remove language from paragraph (b)(1) requiring that applicants reapply to the Board after failing 
the NPTE a first, and second time. Additionally, paragraph (b)(2) would be deleted because 
applicants will no longer file examination applications with the Board. The language of paragraph 
(b)(3) would be deleted so that applicants will no longer be required to ask the Board’s permission 
to take the NPTE a third time.  

 
The Board also proposes amendments to update PTA examination eligibility requirements 

consistent with NPTE standards. Consistent with NPTE standards, proposed § 40.164(a)(4) will 
allow applicants to take the NPTE up to 90 days prior to graduation from a CAPTE accredited 
program. The Board proposes to add language to subsection (b) to prohibit applicants from taking 
the NPTE more than three times in a consecutive 12-month period, in accordance with section 6(c) 
of the act (63 P.S. § 1306(c)) and mirroring the existing requirements for PT licensure under § 
40.14(d).  
 

Proposed § 40.192(c)(7) (relating to continuing education for certified physical therapist 
assistants) would be added to allow PTAs who provide clinical instruction to students in a clinical 
facility affiliated with a PT program or PTA program accredited by CAPTE, or by another National 
organization recognized by the Board, to receive credit for 1 contact hour of continuing education 
for each 40 hours of clinical instruction up to a maximum of 4 contact hours per biennial period. 
This amendment is also reflected in the proposed restructuring of §  40.192(c)(1) which lists 
approved sources of continuing education.  
 
Fiscal Impact and Paperwork Requirements 
 

The proposed amendments would have no adverse fiscal impact on the Commonwealth or 
its political subdivisions.  The amendments will impose no additional paperwork requirements 
upon the Commonwealth or its political subdivisions.  

 
 However, members of the regulated community who provide clinical instruction will be 

allowed to earn up to 4 of the required 30 credit hours per biennium by providing clinical 
instruction (4 of 30 credit hours equals approximately 13%).  Therefore, we can ascertain that 
those able to take full advantage of this amendment should see a cost savings of approximately 
13%.  Small businesses that cover the cost of CE will benefit in the same fashion.   
 
Sunset Date 
 

The Board continuously monitors the effectiveness of its regulations.  Therefore, no sunset 
date has been assigned. 
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Regulatory Review 

Under section 5(a) of the Regulatory Review Act (71 P. S. § 745.5(a)), on January 12, 
2024, the Board submitted a copy of this proposed rulemaking and a copy of a Regulatory Analysis 
Form to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) and to the Chairpersons of the 
Senate Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure Committee (SCP/PLC) and the House 
Professional Licensure Committee (HPLC).  A copy of this material is available to the public upon 
request. 

Under section 5(g) of the Regulatory Review Act, IRRC may convey comments, 
recommendations or objections to the proposed rulemaking within 30 days of the close of the 
public comment period. The comments, recommendations or objections shall specify the 
regulatory review criteria in section 5.2 of the Regulatory Review Act (71 P.S. § 745.5b) which 
have not been met.  The Regulatory Review Act specifies detailed procedures for review prior to 
final publication of the rulemaking by the Board, the General Assembly and the Governor. 

Public Comment 

Interested persons are invited to submit written comments, recommendations or objections 
regarding this proposed rulemaking to Thomas M. Davis, Board Counsel, at P.O. Box 69523, 
Harrisburg, PA  17106-9523 or by e-mail at RA-STRegulatoryCounsel@pa.gov within 30 days of 
publication of this proposed rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  Please reference 
“Regulation No. 16A-6522 (Early Exam, CE for Clinical Instruction, and AAP)” when submitting 
comments. 

Cynthia L. Potter, PT, MS, DPT 
Chairperson 
State Board of Physical Therapy 

Arion R. Claggett 
Acting Commissioner, Bureau of 
Professional and Occupational Affairs 

mailto:RA-STRegulatoryCounsel@pa.gov
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ANNEX A 

TITLE 49. PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL STANDARDS 

PART I. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Subpart A. PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS 

CHAPTER 40.  STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 

Subchapter A.  PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 

* * * * *

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

* * * * *

§ 40.1. Definitions.

 The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, have the following meanings, 

unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

* * * * *

FSBPT—The Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy. 

 NPTE—The National Physical Therapy Examination developed, maintained and administered by 

FSBPT.  

Physical therapist—A person licensed under the act and this chapter to provide physical therapy 

services without restriction in this Commonwealth. 

* * * * *

LICENSURE 
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* * * * *

§ 40.14. Examination; failure; reexamination.

(a) [Applicants shall successfully pass, to the satisfaction of the Board, the examination approved

by the Board. In cases of failure at the first examination, the applicant shall have, after the 

expiration of 60 days and within 1 year from the date of the first failure, the privilege of a second 

examination, with the payment of an additional examination fee charged by the vendor.] 

Applicants shall successfully pass the NPTE. 

(b) [After a second or successive failure to pass the examination, an applicant desiring to take a

third or successive examination shall make a new application within the meaning of section 5 of 

the act (63 P. S. §  1305) within 6 months from the date of the last failure. However, prior to filing 

a new application for examination, the Board may require evidence of additional training. If the 

Board determines that the applicant will be permitted to take a third or successive examination, 

the Board may authorize in connection with a written examination an oral or practical examination, 

or both, to test the knowledge and competence of the applicant.] (Reserved). 

(c) [The granting of permission by the Board to take a third or successive examination is at all

times subject to the applicant otherwise qualifying under the requirements in force at the time 

permission to take the examination is sought.] (Reserved). 

(d) An applicant may not take the [examination] NPTE more than three times in a consecutive 12-

month period. 

(e) An applicant may take the NPTE up to 90 days prior to graduation from a CAPTE accredited

program. 
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§ 40.15. [Examinations.] Licensure by Examination.

(a) [An application for licensure by examination may be obtained from the State Board of Physical

Therapy, Post Office Box 2649, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 17105-2649.] Applications for 

licensure by examination must be submitted to the Board in a manner and format prescribed by 

the Board.  

(b) [An applicant may not be admitted to examination who is unable to present, at the time of

application, the required credentials of professional education from an approved institution.] 

Applicants who have graduated from a physical therapy program accredited by CAPTE or by 

another National organization recognized by the Board that accredits physical therapy programs, 

shall submit to the Board, at the time of application, the required credentials of professional 

education from an approved institution.   

* * * * *

PRACTICE WITHOUT REFERRAL 

§ 40.61. Certificate of authorization to practice physical therapy without a referral.

(a) An applicant for certification of authorization to practice physical therapy without a referral

of a licensed physician shall submit evidence satisfactory to the Board, on forms supplied by the 

Board, that the applicant has met the following requirements: 

(1) Holds a current license to practice physical therapy in this Commonwealth.

(2) Has done one of the following:

(i) Passed the [National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)] NPTE after January 1,

1990. 
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(ii) Passed the NPTE prior to January 1, 1990, and successfully completed, within 2 years

prior to application, a Board approved course consisting of at least 10 hours on the 

appropriate evaluative and screening procedures to determine the need for further 

examination or consultation by a physician, dentist or podiatrist prior to initiating treatment 

without a referral. The Board will maintain a list of currently approved courses. 

* * * * *

§ 40.63. Continuing education for direct access certificateholder.

* * * * *

(i) General continuing education requirement. Hours of continuing education applied to satisfy

the requirement of this section may also be applied to satisfy the requirement of § 40.67 (relating 

to continuing education for licensed physical therapist). Satisfaction of the continuing education 

requirement in this section will be deemed to establish satisfaction of the continuing education 

requirement in § 40.67. 

(j) Continuing education credit for clinical instruction. A certificate-holder who provides clinical

instruction to students in a clinical facility affiliated with a physical therapy program accredited 

by CAPTE, or by another National organization recognized by the Board that accredits physical 

therapy programs, may receive credit for 1 contact hour of continuing education for each 40 hours 

of clinical instruction up to a maximum of 4 contact hours per biennial period. Credits earned via 

this subsection will not count toward credits required under § 40.61(a)(2)(ii) (relating to certificate 

of authorization to practice physical therapy without a referral).     
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CONTINUING EDUCATION 

§ 40.67. Continuing education for licensed physical therapist.

* * * * *

(c) Credit for approved continuing education. Credit for continuing education will be determined

in accordance with the following. 

(1) Credit for continuing education will be granted only for [courses or programs offered

by providers preapproved under subsection (d)(1) or approved by the Board under 

subsection (d)(2) or for authoring publications as authorized under subsection (e).] the 

following: 

(i) Clinical instruction provided to students under paragraph (7).

(ii) Courses or programs offered by providers preapproved under subsection (d)(1).

(iii) Courses or programs approved by the Board under subsection (d)(2).

(iv) Authoring publications as authorized under subsection (e).

* * * * *

(6) If a course or program extends beyond a single biennial renewal period, credit will be

awarded in the period in which the course or program is finally completed 

(7) A licensee providing clinical instruction to students in a clinical facility affiliated with

a physical therapist program or physical therapist assistant program accredited by CAPTE, 

or by another National organization recognized by the Board that accredits physical therapy 

programs or physical therapist assistant programs, may receive credit for 1 contact hour of 
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continuing education for each 40 hours of clinical instruction up to a maximum of 4 contact 

hours per biennial period.   

(d) Approval of continuing education courses and programs.  Continuing education courses and

programs may be approved in accordance with this subsection. 

* * * * *

Subchapter C.  PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS 

* * * * *

CERTIFICATION 

* * * * *

§ 40.163. Requirements for certification.

(a) Under section 9.1(a) of the act (63 P.S. §  1309.1(a)), an applicant for certification by

examination shall pay the fee in § 40.5 (relating to fees) for initial application for physical therapist 

assistant certification by exam or endorsement and submit evidence of the following: 

(1) Graduation from a physical therapist assistant program which has been approved for the

education and training of physical therapist assistants by CAPTE. 

(2) A passing grade on the [physical therapist assistant certification examination] NPTE.

(b) Under section 6(d.1) of the act (63 P.S. §  1306(d.1)), an applicant for reciprocal certification

shall submit evidence of a valid license, certificate or registration as a physical therapist assistant 

issued by another state, territory or the District of Columbia, where the requirements for licensure, 

certification or registration were on the date of issuance substantially the same as those required 

by this Commonwealth, and which accords similar privileges to persons certified as physical 

therapist assistants in this Commonwealth. 
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§ 40.164. Physical therapist assistant certification examination.

(a) Application procedure. An applicant applying for certification by examination shall [take the

physical therapist assistant certification examination. The applicant who is taking the examination 

in this Commonwealth shall] comply with the following: 

(1) [The applicant shall complete application forms for admission to the examination

obtained from the Board and return the completed form with a check or money order for 

the appropriate fee.] (Reserved). 

(2) [The applicant shall present the required credentials of professional education at the

time of application.] (Reserved). 

(3) An applicant shall successfully pass the NPTE.

(4) An applicant may take the NPTE up to 90 days prior to graduation from a CAPTE

accredited program.   

(b) Failure and re-examination. In the case of failure of examination, [the following apply:] an

applicant may re-test, but may not take the NPTE more than three times in a consecutive 12-month 

period. 

(1) [After failing the first examination, the applicant has, after the expiration of 60 days

and within 1 year of the date of the first failure, the privilege of a second examination upon 

the filing of a new application under subsection (a) and payment of the appropriate fee.] 

(Reserved). 

(2) [After a second or successive failure to pass the examination, an applicant desiring to

take a third or successive examination shall file a new application. The Board may require 

evidence of additional training prior to allowing a candidate to take a third or successive 

examination.] (Reserved). 
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(3) [The granting of permission to take a third or successive examination is subject to:

(i) Authorization by the Board at its discretion to include an oral or practical

examination, or both, in connection with the written examination to further test the 

knowledge, skills and competence of the applicant.  

(ii) The applicant otherwise qualifying under requirements in force at the time that

permission to take the examination is sought.] (Reserved). 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

§ 40.192. Continuing education for certified physical therapist assistant.

* * * * *

(c) Credit for approved continuing education. Credit for continuing education will be

determined in accordance with the following. 

(1) Credit for continuing education will be granted only for [courses or programs offered

by providers preapproved under subsection (d)(1) or approved by the Board under 

subsection (d)(2) or for authoring publications as authorized under subsection (e).] the 

following: 

(i) Clinical instruction provided to students under paragraph (7).

(ii) Courses or programs offered by providers preapproved under subsection (d)(1).

(iii) Courses or programs approved by the Board under subsection (d)(2).

(iv) Authoring publications as authorized under subsection (e).

* * * * *
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(6) If a course or program extends beyond a single biennial renewal period, credit will be

awarded in the period in which the course or program is finally completed. 

(7) A certified physical therapist assistant providing clinical instruction to students in a

clinical facility affiliated with a physical therapist program or physical therapist assistant 

program accredited by CAPTE, or by another National organization recognized by the 

Board that accredits physical therapy programs or physical therapist assistant programs, 

shall receive credit for 1 contact hour of continuing education for each 40 hours of clinical 

instruction up to a maximum of 4 contact hours per biennial period.   

(d) Approval of continuing education courses. Continuing education courses or programs may be

approved in accordance with this subsection. 

* * * * *



  COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BUREAU OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS 
STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 

Post Office Box 2649 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-2649 

(717) 772-8528

January 12, 2024 

The Honorable George D. Bedwick, Chairman 
INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW COMMISSION 
14th Floor, Harristown 2, 333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101 

Re: Proposed Regulation 
State Board of Physical Therapy 
16A-6522 Early Exam and CE for Clinical Instruction 

Dear Chairman Bedwick: 

Enclosed is a copy of a proposed rulemaking package of the State Board of Physical Therapy 
pertaining to 16A-6522 Early Exam and CE for Clinical Instruction. 

The Board will be pleased to provide whatever information the Commission may require 
during the course of its review of the rulemaking. 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia L. Potter, PT, DPT
State Board of Physical Therapy 

CKM/elb 
Enclosure 

cc: Arion Claggett, Acting Commissioner of Professional and Occupational Affairs 
K. Kalonji Johnson, Deputy Secretary for Regulatory Programs
Andrew LaFratte, Executive Policy Specialist, Department of State
Cynthia Montgomery, Deputy Chief Counsel, Department of State
Thomas Davis, Regulatory Unit Counsel, Department of State
Sean C. Barrett, Counsel, State Board of Physical Therapy



From: Vazquez, Enid
To: Bennetch, Erica; Monoski, Jesse
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(PROPOSED)
Date: Friday, January 12, 2024 9:39:11 AM
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Good morning, Erica.

Received.

Have a good day!

Enid Vazquez
State Senator Lisa M. Boscola
One E. Broad Street – Suite 120
Bethlehem, PA 18018
O: 610-868-8667
F: 610-861-2184
www.senatorboscola.com

From: Bennetch, Erica <erbennetch@pa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 7:58 AM
To: Monoski, Jesse <jesse.monoski@pasenate.com>; Vazquez, Enid <Enid.Vazquez@pasenate.com>
Subject: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATION 16A-6522 EARLY EXAM AND CE FOR CLINICAL
INSTRUCTION (PROPOSED)
Importance: High

■ EXTERNAL EMAIL ■

Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the attached
proposed rulemaking.

Please be advised that the State Board of Physical Therapy is delivering the below proposed
rulemaking.

16A-6522 Early Exam and CE Clinical Instruction (Proposed)
This proposed rulemaking would allow physical therapist students, and physical therapist
assistant students, to sit for the requisite examinations up to 90 days prior to graduation from
their respective programs.  Additionally, this proposed rulemaking would allow physical
therapists (PTs) and physical therapist assistants (PTAs) who provide clinical instruction to
student PTs and student PTAs, at clinical facilities affiliated with accredited programs, to
receive credit for one (1) contact hour of continuing education for each 40 hours of clinical
instruction up to a maximum of four (4) contact hours per biennial period.   Finally, the
proposed rulemaking will amend the Board’s regulations, allowing applicants to directly
register for the national examination with the examination provider, by removing the
requirement that the applicant first seek the Board’s permission.

January 12, 2024
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Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

Erica L. Bennetch | Legal Assistant 2
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.775.8145 | Fax: 717.787.0251
erbennetch@pa.gov | www.dos.pa.gov
(preferred pronouns: she, her, hers)
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this information other than by the intended
recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please send a reply e-mail to the sender and
delete the material from any and all computers. Unintended transmissions shall not constitute waiver of
the attorney-client or any other privilege.

This message and any attachment may contain privileged or confidential information intended
solely for the use of the person to whom it is addressed. If the reader is not the intended
recipient then be advised that forwarding, communicating, disseminating, copying or using
this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you receive this message in error,
please notify the sender immediately and delete the information without saving any copies.
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mailto:erbennetch@pa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dos.pa.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cerbennetch%40pa.gov%7C480ad4dd67d54d72033608dc137c3b67%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638406671507881160%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GxE8QSO0%2FbV65607inqo2kKDhZRuLDw6Rsbl2oRm9u0%3D&reserved=0


From: Brett, Joseph D.
To: Bennetch, Erica; Orchard, Kari L.; Barton, Jamie
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Received.

Thank you,

Joe Brett
Research Analyst | House Professional Licensure Committee (D)
Chairman Frank Burns, 72nd Legislative District

From: Bennetch, Erica <erbennetch@pa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 7:58 AM
To: Orchard, Kari L. <KOrchard@pahouse.net>; Brett, Joseph D. <JBrett@pahouse.net>; Barton,
Jamie <JBarton@pahouse.net>
Subject: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATION 16A-6522 EARLY EXAM AND CE FOR CLINICAL
INSTRUCTION (PROPOSED)
Importance: High

Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the attached
proposed rulemaking.

Please be advised that the State Board of Physical Therapy is delivering the below proposed
rulemaking.

16A-6522 Early Exam and CE Clinical Instruction (Proposed)
This proposed rulemaking would allow physical therapist students, and physical therapist
assistant students, to sit for the requisite examinations up to 90 days prior to graduation from
their respective programs.  Additionally, this proposed rulemaking would allow physical
therapists (PTs) and physical therapist assistants (PTAs) who provide clinical instruction to
student PTs and student PTAs, at clinical facilities affiliated with accredited programs, to
receive credit for one (1) contact hour of continuing education for each 40 hours of clinical
instruction up to a maximum of four (4) contact hours per biennial period.   Finally, the
proposed rulemaking will amend the Board’s regulations, allowing applicants to directly
register for the national examination with the examination provider, by removing the
requirement that the applicant first seek the Board’s permission.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

Erica L. Bennetch | Legal Assistant 2
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.775.8145 | Fax: 717.787.0251
erbennetch@pa.gov | www.dos.pa.gov

January 12, 2024
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From: Bulletin
To: Bennetch, Erica
Cc: Adeline E. Gaydosh
Subject: [External] Re: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATION 16A-6522 EARLY EXAM AND CE FOR CLINICAL INSTRUCTION

(PROPOSED)
Date: Friday, January 12, 2024 8:21:13 AM
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ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or
attachments from unknown senders. To report suspicious email, use the Report Phishing
button in Outlook. 

Good morning, Erica,

Thank you for sending this proposed rulemaking. It is scheduled for publication in the 1/27
issue of the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

Have a terrific day!!
Adeline

Adeline Gaydosh | Legal Assistant 
agaydosh@palrb.us | 717.783.3984 
Legislative Reference Bureau 
Pennsylvania Code & Bulletin Office 
647 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA  17120 

From: Bennetch, Erica <erbennetch@pa.gov>
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 7:58 AM
To: Bulletin <bulletin@palrb.us>
Subject: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATION 16A-6522 EARLY EXAM AND CE FOR CLINICAL
INSTRUCTION (PROPOSED)

Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the attached
proposed rulemaking.

Please be advised that the State Board of Physical Therapy is delivering the below proposed 
rulemaking.

16A-6522 Early Exam and CE Clinical Instruction (Proposed)
This proposed rulemaking would allow physical therapist students, and physical therapist
assistant students, to sit for the requisite examinations up to 90 days prior to graduation from
their respective programs.  Additionally, this proposed rulemaking would allow physical
therapists (PTs) and physical therapist assistants (PTAs) who provide clinical instruction to
student PTs and student PTAs, at clinical facilities affiliated with accredited programs, to
receive credit for one (1) contact hour of continuing education for each 40 hours of clinical
instruction up to a maximum of four (4) contact hours per biennial period.   Finally, the
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proposed rulemaking will amend the Board’s regulations, allowing applicants to directly
register for the national examination with the examination provider, by removing the
requirement that the applicant first seek the Board’s permission.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Erica L. Bennetch | Legal Assistant 2
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.775.8145 | Fax: 717.787.0251
erbennetch@pa.gov | www.dos.pa.gov
(preferred pronouns: she, her, hers)
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this information other than by the intended
recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please send a reply e-mail to the sender and
delete the material from any and all computers. Unintended transmissions shall not constitute waiver of
the attorney-client or any other privilege.
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From: Nicole Sidle
To: Bennetch, Erica; Francesca Summa
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATION 16A-6522 EARLY EXAM AND CE FOR CLINICAL

INSTRUCTION (PROPOSED)
Date: Friday, January 12, 2024 9:15:21 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Received.

From: Bennetch, Erica <erbennetch@pa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 7:58 AM
To: Nicole Sidle <Nsidle@pahousegop.com>; Francesca Summa <Fsumma@pahousegop.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATION 16A-6522 EARLY EXAM AND CE FOR CLINICAL
INSTRUCTION (PROPOSED)
Importance: High

Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the attached
proposed rulemaking.

Please be advised that the State Board of Physical Therapy is delivering the below proposed
rulemaking.

16A-6522 Early Exam and CE Clinical Instruction (Proposed)
This proposed rulemaking would allow physical therapist students, and physical therapist
assistant students, to sit for the requisite examinations up to 90 days prior to graduation from
their respective programs.  Additionally, this proposed rulemaking would allow physical
therapists (PTs) and physical therapist assistants (PTAs) who provide clinical instruction to
student PTs and student PTAs, at clinical facilities affiliated with accredited programs, to
receive credit for one (1) contact hour of continuing education for each 40 hours of clinical
instruction up to a maximum of four (4) contact hours per biennial period.   Finally, the
proposed rulemaking will amend the Board’s regulations, allowing applicants to directly
register for the national examination with the examination provider, by removing the
requirement that the applicant first seek the Board’s permission.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

Erica L. Bennetch | Legal Assistant 2
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.775.8145 | Fax: 717.787.0251
erbennetch@pa.gov | www.dos.pa.gov
(preferred pronouns: she, her, hers)
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this information other than by the intended
recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please send a reply e-mail to the sender and
delete the material from any and all computers. Unintended transmissions shall not constitute waiver of
the attorney-client or any other privilege.
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mailto:Nsidle@pahousegop.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=83c64b7c94b34dcaab43b2752711ce33-d1ed59f4-6c
mailto:Fsumma@pahousegop.com
mailto:erbennetch@pa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dos.pa.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cerbennetch%40pa.gov%7C1730dc184c6048dde35708dc1378e777%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638406657204114766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8RfA8qZrEmGR%2Bj%2B4atO62YW2eRxm4oaWAqLSrdRAnSg%3D&reserved=0



From: Smeltz, Jennifer
To: Bennetch, Erica
Subject: Re: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATION 16A-6522 EARLY EXAM AND CE FOR CLINICAL INSTRUCTION

(PROPOSED)
Date: Friday, January 12, 2024 8:09:26 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Received. 

Jen

On Jan 12, 2024, at 7:58 AM, Bennetch, Erica <erbennetch@pa.gov> wrote:


 CAUTION : External Email 

Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the
attached proposed rulemaking.

Please be advised that the State Board of Physical Therapy is delivering the below 
proposed rulemaking.

16A-6522 Early Exam and CE Clinical Instruction (Proposed)
This proposed rulemaking would allow physical therapist students, and physical
therapist assistant students, to sit for the requisite examinations up to 90 days
prior to graduation from their respective programs.  Additionally, this proposed
rulemaking would allow physical therapists (PTs) and physical therapist
assistants (PTAs) who provide clinical instruction to student PTs and student
PTAs, at clinical facilities affiliated with accredited programs, to receive credit
for one (1) contact hour of continuing education for each 40 hours of clinical
instruction up to a maximum of four (4) contact hours per biennial period.  
Finally, the proposed rulemaking will amend the Board’s regulations, allowing
applicants to directly register for the national examination with the examination
provider, by removing the requirement that the applicant first seek the Board’s
permission.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Erica L. Bennetch | Legal Assistant 2
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.775.8145 | Fax: 717.787.0251
erbennetch@pa.gov | www.dos.pa.gov
(preferred pronouns: she, her, hers)
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed
and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this information other
than by the intended recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please
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