
INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW COMMISSION 

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

10:00 A.M. 

Thursday, September 4, 2014 

14
th

 Floor Conference Room 

333 Market Street 

 

           

I. CALL OF THE MEETING 

 

 The September 4, 2014 public meeting of the Independent Regulatory Review 

Commission (Commission) was called to order by Vice Chairman Bedwick at 10:01 a.m. in the 

14
th

 Floor Conference Room, 333 Market Street, Harrisburg, PA. 

 

Commissioners Present: John F. Mizner, Esq., Chairman, joined 10:15 a.m. 

George D. Bedwick, Vice Chairman 

W. Russell Faber 

     Dennis A. Watson, Esq.   

 

 Telephone:   Lawrence J. Tabas, Esq. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF THE JULY 24, 2914 PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 

 Vice Chairman Bedwick asked for a motion for approval of the July 24, 2014 public 

meeting minutes, as submitted.  Commissioner Watson made the motion and Commissioner 

Faber seconded, and the motion passed 4-0. 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 A. DEEMED APPROVED 

 

1. No. 3037 State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists and 

Professional Counselors #16A-6921:  Qualifications for Licensure 

 

 B. ACTION ITEMS 

 

1. No. 2960 Department of Transportation #18-431:  Roadside Rest Areas 

 

 Scott Schalles, Regulatory Analyst, explained that the regulation amends existing 

regulations to delineate permissible and impermissible activities and conditions at roadside rest 

areas and welcome centers.  He noted that the new prohibited items include camping overnight, 

skateboarding, and the solicitation and possession of controlled substances.   

 

Jeffrey Spotts, Regulatory Counsel, and Terrence Pearsall, Division Chief, Facility 

Management Division, Department of Transportation, were present to answer any questions. 
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Commissioner Tabas questioned why it was necessary to add the provision regarding 

controlled substances because solicitation and possession are already illegal in Pennsylvania.  

Mr. Spotts indicated that the intent of the regulation was to address issues that have arisen over 

the years and said controlled substances have been a problem at several rest areas.  

Commissioner Tabas noted that including something that is already illegal, but not other 

activities could provide the appearance of a carve-out in current law.  “It could give grounds for 

people to argue that there are exceptions,” he stated. 

 

Commissioner Faber asked if the prohibitions are posted at rest areas.  Mr. Spotts noted 

that prohibitions are posted and the signage will be updated. 

 

 Commissioner Watson made a motion for approval.  Commissioner Faber seconded, and 

the motion passed 4-0. 

 

2. No. 3058 Philadelphia Parking Authority #126-9:  Annual Filing Requirements 

 

 Mr. Schalles explained that the regulation clarifies existing provisions for annual rights 

renewal processes related to certificates of public convenience issued by the Philadelphia 

Parking Authority (PPA). 

 

Dennis Weldon, General Counsel, and Christine Kirlin, Manager of Administration, 

Taxicab and Limousine Division, PPA, were present to answer any questions. 

 

Mr. Weldon explained that use of the term “expire” in the regulation in terms of the 

certificate of a public convenience was confusing to some stakeholders and the regulation 

clarifies that while driver certificates and broker authorizations will continue to expire if not 

renewed on time, certificates of public convenience do not. 

 

 Vice Chairman Bedwick made a motion for approval.  Commissioner Faber seconded, 

and the motion passed 4-0. 

 

3. No. 3049 Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs #74-1:  Standards for 

Licensure of Freestanding Treatment Facilities 

 

4. No. 3060 Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs #74-2:  Drug and Alcohol 

Facilities and Services 

 

 Michelle Elliott, Regulatory Analyst, explained that Act 50 of 2012 authorizes the 

transfer of all powers, duties and functions of the Department of Health concerning drug and 

alcohol abuse to the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP) and said regulation 

#3049 implements that transfer by incorporating certain Department of Health interpretive 

guidelines and removes outdated requirements. 

 

 Corinne Brandt, Regulatory Analyst, said regulation #3060 makes technical changes and 

makes Act 50 of 2012 the authorizing statute for the regulation. 
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Chairman Mizner joined the public meeting at 10:15 a.m. 

Garold Tennis, Secretary, Ronald Young, Director, Division of Drug and Alcohol 

Program Licensing, and Tawny Mummah, Deputy General Counsel, DDAP, were present to 

answer any questions. 

 

 Mr. Tennis indicated that the regulations are the “first round of the product of creating 

DDAP” and emphasized that DDAP included stakeholders in crafting the regulations.  

 

Mr. Young gave an overview of the history of drug and alcohol programs in 

Pennsylvania and noted there were no substantive regulatory changes since the 1968 Joint 

Commission guidelines on the issue.  

 

Chairman Mizner commended DDAP on its “proactive approach” of working with 

stakeholders.  

 

Deb Beck, Drug and Alcohol Service Providers Organization of Pennsylvania, thanked 

the Commission for considering the regulations and commended DDAP for the open process of 

crafting the regulation.  

 

Lynn Cooper, Policy Specialist, Rehabilitation and Community Providers Association, 

also commended the Commission and DDAP on the regulatory process and opined that the 

regulations will produce better outcomes and help save the Commonwealth money.  

 

Norris Benns, Blue Cross of Northeastern Pennsylvania, spoke in support of the 

regulations and suggested modifying the disclosure requirements that are decades old in order to 

keep pace with changes in health care reimbursement. 

  

Vice Chairman Bedwick made a motion for approval of regulation #3049.  Commissioner 

Faber seconded, and the motion passed 5-0. 

 

 Commissioner Tabas made a motion for approval of regulation #3060.  Vice Chairman 

Bedwick seconded, and the motion passed 5-0. 

 

IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 Approval of Vouchers 

 

Commissioner Faber made motions to approve vouchers and expenses for the period   

July 12, 2014 through July 24, 2014.  Vice Chairman Bedwick seconded, and the motions passed 

5-0. 

 

V. DATE AND PLACE OF SUBSEQUENT MEETING 

 

 Chairman Mizner announced the next public meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 

September 18, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. in the 14
th

 Floor Conference Room, 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg.   
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VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Chairman Mizner announced that no executive session would be held. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Chairman Mizner announced the meeting adjourned at 10:34 a.m. 

 

 

 

 


