
INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW COMMISSION 

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

10:00 A.M. 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

14
th

 Floor Conference Room 

333 Market Street 

 

           

I. CALL OF THE MEETING 

 

 The July 19, 2018 public meeting of the Independent Regulatory Review Commission 

(Commission) was called to order by Chairman Bedwick at 10:03 a.m. in the 14
th

 Floor 

Conference Room, 333 Market Street, Harrisburg, PA. 

 

Commissioners Present: George D. Bedwick, Chairman 

John F. Mizner, Esq., Vice Chairman 

W. Russell Faber 

Dennis A. Watson, Esq.   

 

Telephone:   Murray Ufberg, Esq. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 28, 2018 PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 

 Chairman Bedwick asked for a motion for approval of the June 28, 2018 public meeting 

minutes, as submitted.  Commissioner Faber made the motion and Vice Chairman Mizner 

seconded, and the motion passed 5-0. 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 A. ACTION ITEMS 

 

 1.  No 3189 Insurance Department #11-256:  Medicare Supplement Insurance 

Minimum Standards 

 

 James Smith, Regulatory Analyst, stated the regulation updates requirements for the 

Medigap plan and is in accordance with changes to the National Association of Insurance 

Commissioners (NAIC) model regulation.  It establishes an open enrollment period for certain 

individuals retroactively enrolled in Medicare Part B.  He added the Insurance Federation of 

Pennsylvania submitted comments in support of the final regulation. 

 

Seth A. Mendelsohn, Executive Deputy Insurance Commissioner, and Jodi A. Frantz, 

Chief Counsel, Insurance Department, were present to answer any questions. 

 

Mr. Mendelsohn commented the amendments are important as they are updating 

Medicare Supplement Insurance plans, otherwise known as Medigap plans.  He said there have 

been some changes to the NAIC model regulation in 2016 and these follow some major federal 
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changes that occurred in 2015.  Mr. Mendelsohn noted that amendments in the regulation comply 

with federal law and the NAIC model regulation.  He stated the Insurance Department has 

responded to industry input, and they are all on the same page. 

 

Vice Chairman Mizner complimented the Insurance Department for working with the 

industry. 

 

 Commissioner Ufberg made a motion for approval.  Vice Chairman Mizner seconded, 

and the motion passed 5-0. 

 

2.   No. 3156 Department of Community and Economic Development #4-97:  Local 

Earned Income Tax 

 

 Before Commissioner Ufberg ended his phone participation at 10:09, he gave Chairman 

Bedwick a verbal proxy for an approval vote for the regulation. 

 

Mr. Smith explained the regulation adds Chapter 151 which addresses several local 

earned income tax general provisions.  The Department of Community and Economic 

Development (DCED) stated that the regulation codifies rules under which local taxes are 

already withheld and remitted, Mr. Smith said.  He stated the Pennsylvania State Association of 

Township Supervisors submitted comments of concern that the cost of mediation is indefinite, 

and that DCED staff believes the final regulation is consistent with the statute in that regard.  Mr. 

Smith noted the Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public Accountants also submitted comments 

in support of the regulation. 

 

 Lori Irwin, Counsel, and Sean Sanderson, Local Government Policy Specialist, DCED, 

were present to answer any questions. 

 

Commissioner Faber commented he is pleased to see they eliminated the $500 flat fee for 

mediation.  He questioned what the authority is to make the fee not appealable.  Ms. Irwin 

responded that is in the authorizing statute itself.  Commissioner Faber asked what happens if 

DCED makes a mistake in the fee structure.  Ms. Irwin explained they work closely with the 

stakeholders to resolve the issue. 

 

Commissioner Faber inquired about the parts of the regulation regarding out-of-state 

employers.  Ms. Irwin replied that is in the statute as well and is to help define an out-of-state 

employer. 

 

 Commissioner Watson questioned if the regulation was driven by the act passed in 2008 

or the amendments from 2016.  Ms. Irwin stated it was from 2008.  She explained it was 

consolidating 2,900 taxing jurisdictions into 60 tax collection districts and going from 560 to 20 

tax collectors played a part in the timeline.  Ms. Irwin noted they will be monitoring regulations 

for their effectiveness. 

 

 Commissioner Faber made a motion for approval.  Commissioner Watson seconded, and 

the motion passed 5-0. 
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IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Chairman Bedwick announced that there would be a break in the meeting for an 

executive session to discuss personnel matters.  The meeting broke at 10:15 a.m. and resumed at 

10:49 a.m. 
 

V.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 

1. Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Budget 

 

Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the budget for the 2018-2019 fiscal 

year.  Commissioner Faber seconded, and the motion passed 4-0. 

 

2. Approval of Vouchers 

 

Vice Chairman Mizner made motions to approve vouchers and expenses for the period 

May 4, 2018 through June 28, 2018.  Commissioner Faber seconded, and the motions passed     

4-0. 

 

VI. DATE AND PLACE OF SUBSEQUENT MEETING 

 

 Chairman Bedwick announced the next public meeting is scheduled for Thursday,   

August 16, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in the 14
th

 Floor Conference Room, 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg.   

 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Chairman Bedwick announced the meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m. 

 

 

 


