
INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW COMMISSION 

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

10:00 A.M. 

Thursday, April 18, 2018 

14th Floor Conference Room 

333 Market Street 

 

           

I. CALL OF THE MEETING 

 

 The April 18, 2016 public meeting of the Independent Regulatory Review Commission 

(Commission) was called to order by Chairman Bedwick at 10:07 a.m. in the 14th Floor 

Conference Room, 333 Market Street, Harrisburg, PA. 

 

Commissioners Present: George D. Bedwick, Chairman 

W. Russell Faber 

Dennis A. Watson, Esq.   

 

 Telephone:   John F. Mizner, Esq., Vice Chairman 

     Murray Ufberg, Esq. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 21, 2019 PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 

 Chairman Bedwick asked for a motion for approval of the March 21, 2019 public 

meeting minutes, as submitted.  Commissioner Faber made the motion and Commissioner 

Watson seconded, and the motion passed 5-0. 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 A. ACTION ITEMS 

 

 1.  No. 3161 Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission #57-315:  Standards and 

Billing Practices for Residential Public Utility Service 

 

 Scott Schalles, Regulatory Analyst, provided an overview of the regulation.  He 

explained the regulation implements the changes made to Chapter 14 of the Public Utility Code 

by Act 155 of 2014 (Act 155).  Mr. Schalles said that Chapter 14 relates to protecting responsible 

customers of public utilities.  He said the amendments to the regulation incorporate the language 

of Act 155 and address protection from abuse and similar court orders, customer protection from 

disconnections, medical certificates which prohibit disconnections, verification of meter 

readings, cash deposits, and interest rates.  Mr. Schalles also said that Act 155 expanded the 

definition of public utility to include small natural gas distribution, steam heat and wastewater 

utilities.  He reported 15 parties, including the Commission, submitted comments on the 

proposed rulemaking.  Mr. Schalles also reported that upon review of the initial comments, the 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) issued an order seeking additional comments 

from the regulated community.  He said that 17 parties filed additional comments.  Mr. Schalles 
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added the Commission has not received any comments on the final regulation and yesterday the 

House and Senate standing committees deemed the regulation approved. 

 

Patricia Wiedt, Counsel, Daniel Mumford, Office of Competitive Oversight, Matthew 

Hrivnak, Bureau of Consumer Services, PUC, were present to answer any questions. 

 

Ms. Wiedt commented that the PUC has reviewed many comments and “considered them 

carefully.”  She said, “We faithfully implemented the amended Chapter 14 into our final 

regulations.”  Regarding the cost of implementing the regulations, Ms. Wiedt told the 

Commissioners that utilities and customers have been implementing the regulations since 2015 

and there should be little, if any, additional costs.  She pointed out, “These costs also involve 

important consumer protections that are important to be incurred because they represent 

important public safety net provisions.”  Ms. Wiedt reported the PUC asked commentators twice 

for cost information and they provided the PUC with no information that the costs would be 

exorbitant.  She also reported that for areas they did not find consensus or thought they needed 

more information, the PUC is planning to set up working groups to discuss some of the issues 

more informally, including the PUC’s privacy guidelines, the form of the medical certificate, and 

the other court orders that qualify for protection.  Ms. Wiedt concluded, “Our Chapter 56 

rulemaking is a good consensus of the commentators and a faithful implementation of the 

amended Chapter 14 statutes.” 

 

 Vice Chairman Mizner made a motion for approval.  Commissioner Faber seconded, and 

the motion passed 5-0. 

 

IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 Approval of Vouchers 

 

Commissioner Faber made motions to approve vouchers and expenses for the period 

February 22, 2019 through March 21, 2019.  Commissioner Watson seconded, and the motions 

passed 5-0. 

 

V. DATE AND PLACE OF SUBSEQUENT MEETING 

 

 Chairman Bedwick announced the next public meeting is scheduled for Thursday,      

May 16, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. in the 14th Floor Conference Room, 333 Market Street, Harrisburg.   

 

VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Chairman Bedwick announced that no executive session would be held. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Chairman Bedwick announced the meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 


