
INDEPENDENT REGULATORY 
REVIEW COMMISSION 

(1) Agency 
Department of State, Bureau of Professional and Occupational 

Affairs, State Board of Osteopathic Medicine 
K> 2D * 

SO 

m 
o P I 

(2) Agency Number: 16A 

Identification Number: 5328 IRRC Number: : 3></3. 
(3) PA Code Cite: 49 Pa. Code §§ 25.215, 25.231 and Subchapter O UT 

(4) Short Title: Genetic Counselors 

(5) Agency Contacts (List Telephone Number and Email Address): 

Primaiy Contact: Teresa Lazo, Board Counsel, State Board of Osteopathic Medicine, Department of 
State; (717)783-7200; P.O. Box 2649, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649; (717)787-0251; tlazo@pa.gov 

Secondary Contact: Cynthia K. Montgomery, Regulatory Counsel, Department of State; (717)783-
7200; P.O. Box 2649, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649; (717)787-0251; cvmontgome@pa.gov. 

(6) Type of Rulemaking (check applicable box): 

X Proposed Regulation 
f i Final Regulation 
I I Final Omitted Regulation 

I I Emergency Certification Regulation; 
I I Certification by the Governor 
I I Certification by the Attorney General 

(7) Briefly explain the regulation in clear and nontechnical language. (100 words or less) 

The rulemaking effectuates the act of December 22,2011 (P.L. 581, No. 126), providing for the 
hcensure and regulation of genetic counselors. 

(8) State the statutory authority for the regulation. Include specific statutory citation. 

The act of December 22, 2011 (P.L. 581, No. 126) (Act 126) amended the Osteopathic Medical 
Practice Act (act) (63 P.S. §§ 271.1 - 271.18), to require the Board to issue hcenses to genetic 
counselors, to issue temporary permits to graduates of genetic counseling education programs, 
and to regulate the practice of genetic counseling and discipline licensees. Section 3 of Act 126 
directs the Board to adopt regulations to implement the licensure of genetic counselors. 

(9) Is the regulation mandated by any federal or state law or court order, or federal regulation? Are there 
any relevant state or federal court decisions? If yes, cite the specific law, case or regulation as well as, 
any deadlines for action. 

mandated by section 3 of Act 126 of 2011. 



(10) State why the regulation is needed. Explain the compelling public interest that justifies the 
regulation. Describe who will benefit from the regulation. Quantify the benefits as completely as 
possible and approximate the number of people who will benefit. 

The proposed rulemaking is necessary to effectuate Act 126 and provide for the hcensure and 
regulation of genetic counselors. 

(11) Are there any provisions that are more stringent than federal standards? If yes, identify the specific 
provisions and the compelling Pennsylvania interest that demands stronger regulations. 

There are no applicable Federal hcensure standards. 

(12) How does this regulation compare with those ofthe other states? How will this affect 
Pennsylvania's ability to compete with other states? 

Genetic counselors are licensed in 15 states in addition to Pennsylvania: CA, DE, IL, IN, MA, NM, 
OK, SD, TN, UT and WA; and in HI, NE, NJ and OH bills have been passed, but regulations are 
not yet completed. 

The laws in the 15 other states are substantially similar to the law in this Commonwealth; 
accordingly, the regulation will be consistent with the regulations of other states that license 
genetic counselors. Therefore, the proposed rulemaking will not adversely affect the 
Commonwealth's ability to compete with other states. 

(13) Will the regulation affect any other regulations ofthe promulgating agency or other state agencies? 
If yes, explain and provide specific citations. 

This proposed rulemaking would not affect other regulations of the Board 

(14) Describe the communications with and solicitation of input from the public, any advisory 
council/group, small businesses and groups representing small businesses in the development and 
drafting ofthe regulation. List the specific persons and/or groups who were involved. ("Small business'' 
is defined in Section 3 ofthe Regulatory Review Act, Act 76 of 2012.) 

The Board met and discussed this proposed rulemaking at its public meetings. Board staff met 
with representatives from academia, practice and a statewide association of genetic counselors 
several times during the drafting of this proposed rulemaking. 



(15) Identify the types and number of persons, businesses, small businesses (as defined in Section 3 of 
the Regulatory Review Act, Act 76 of 2012) and organizations which will be affected by the regulation. 
How are they affected? 

All genetic counselors who wish to practice in this Commonwealth will be required to comply with 
the regulation. Based on the records of the American Board of Genetic Counseling, there are 
currently 177 Certified Genetic Counselors in Pennsylvania. There may be 5 individuals certified 
by the American Board of Medical Genetics that practice as a genetic counselor. The Board 
cannot estimate whether there are any uncertified genetic counselors who will seek licensure. For 
purposes of this rulemaking, the Board estimates approximately 180 genetic counselors could seek 
hcensure. Act 125 requires an individual who provides genetic counseling services to become 
licensed, therefore all individuals who continue to practice will be affected by the regulation. The 
individuals will be affected in that they will be required to submit an application and pay an 
application fee. They will also be affected in that they will be required to pay a biennial renewal 
fee. Genetic counselors will also incur the cost of complying with the 30 hours of biennial 
continuing education mandated by the Act; however, these costs are attenuated by the fact that 
the Board has approved the national genetic counseling credentialing body and association as pre-
approved providers of continuing education and these are the same bodies that genetic counselors 
obtain continuing education from in order to maintain their National certification. Finally 5 

genetic counselors will incur costs associated with obtaining and maintaining professional liability 
insurance as mandated by Act 125. 

According to the Small Business Administration (SBA), there are approximately 982,692 
businesses in Pennsylvania; of which 978,831 are small businesses; and 3,861 are large businesses. 
Ofthe 978,831 small businesses, 236,775 are small employers (those with fewer than 500 
employees) and the remaining 772,056 are non-employers. Thus, the vast majority of businesses in 
Pennsylvania are considered small businesses. However, according to the state association, most 
genetic counselors are employed in hospitals or in academia. In fact, according to the 
Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry in 2008 (the most recent year for which data is 
available), 52% of genetic counselors in Pennsylvania work in general medical and surgical 
hospitals, psychiatric and substance abuse hospitals, and other hospitals; and 32% work in 
colleges and universities. About 5% work for government (federal, state and local), and only 
about 2% work in offices of physicians and other health care providers. 

Small businesses are defined in Section 3 of the Regulatory Review Act, (71 P.S. § 745.3) which 
provides that a small business is defined by the SBA's Small Business Size Regulations under 13 
CFR Ch. 1 Part 121. These size standards have been estabhshed for types of businesses under the 
North American Industry Classification System (NAICS). In applying the NAICS standards to 
the types of businesses where genetic counselors may work, the small business threshold for 
general medical and surgical hospitals (#622110) or in psychiatric and substance abuse hospitals 
(# 622210) and other hospitals is $34.5 million or less in average annual receipts. For colleges and 
universities, the small business threshold is $25.5 million or less in average annual receipts. As for 
offices of physicians (#621111) is $10 million or less in average annual receipts. Most hospitals 
and universities that employ genetic counselors in the Commonwealth are not considered "small 
businesses" because they exceed these thresholds, Therefore, this regulation will have little impact 
on small busmesses. 



(16) List the persons, groups or entities, including small businesses, that will be required to comply with 
the regulation. Approximate the number that will be required to comply. 

All individuals who practice genetic counseling in the Commonwealth will be required to comply 
with the regulations. As noted in the response to question 15, the Board estimates approximately 
180 individuals may seek hcensure. 

There is no requirement for any group or entity, including small businesses, to comply with the 
regulation. Some groups or entities, including small businesses, may voluntarily assume the cost 
of applying for hcensure and making biennial registration of the license for their 
partners/associates/employees. However, the majority of genetic counselors work in hospitals, 
colleges and universities that do not meet the size standards to be considered small businesses. 

(17) Identify the financial, economic and social impact ofthe regulation on individuals, small 
businesses, businesses and labor communities and other public and private organizations. Evaluate the 
benefits expected as a result ofthe regulation. 

Genetic counselors will be required to pay an initial application for licensure fee of $50 for those 
genetic counselors who have passed the National examination and are certified and $100 for 
genetic counselors who seek licensure under the grandfathering provisions of Act 125. The 
application fee for individuals seeking licensure under the grandfathering provisions is higher 
because of the additional work required to review and verify the qualifications of the applicants. 
Once licensed, genetic counselors will be required to pay a biennial renewal fee of $125 to renew 
their licenses. In addition, genetic counselors will incur some expense in completing continuing 
education mandated by Act 125; however, genetic counselors already engage in continuing 
education and the hours mandated by Act 125 are consistent with the number of hours individuals 
already take to maintain their National certification. The Board estimates the average biennial 
cost of completing 30 hours of continuing education is approximately $425. 

The General Assembly, in enacting Act 125, has determined that the licensure of genetic 
counselors is necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare. 

(18) Explain how the benefits ofthe regulation outweigh any cost and adverse effects. 

The costs associated with the regulation are minimal and are outweighed by the public protection 
benefits to the regulation. Individual genetic counselors should achieve a net economic gain from 
the increased ability to bill insurance providers afforded by licensure. 



(19) Provide a specific estimate ofthe costs and/or savings to the regulated community associated with 
compliance, including any legal, accounting or consulting procedures which may be required. Explain 
how the dollar estimates were derived. 

The Board anticipates only minor costs to the regulated community associated with compUance 
with the rulemaking. In addition to the initial licensure fee and biennial hcense renewal fee, the 
statute requires licensed genetic counselors to maintain liabUity insurance and to complete at least 
30 hours of continuing education biennially. 

The initial hcense fee is $50 ($100 for those genetic counselors applying under the grandfathering 
provision). The biennial renewal fee is $125. Regarding the cost of continuing education, 27.7 
hours of CE can be earned at the annual NSGC conference, with a 2012 registration fee of $350 
for members and $580 for non-members. The Board estimates that the average biennial cost to 
complete 30 hours of continuing education will be approximately $425. The estimated annual 
premium for professional liability insurance for genetic counselors for the required coverage is 
approximately $225. 

There are approximately 180 genetic counselors practicing in Pennsylvania. The Board has no 
way to determine how many will seek licensure under the Board versus the State Board of 
Osteopathic Medicine. For purposes of this RAF, both Boards have used the total number of 
anticipated licensees to estimate the cost to the regulated community. 

Initial licensure - 180 applicants x $50 = $9,000 
Annual professional liability insurance - 180 x $225 
Biennial renewal - 180 x $125 = $22,500 
Biennial CE - 180 x $425 = $76,500 

$40,500 

Total Costs: 
FY+1 - $9,000 initial hcensure + $40,500 insurance = $49,500 
FY+2 - $40,500 insurance 
FY+3 - $22,500 biennial renewal + $40,500 insurance = $63,000 
(Continuing education is not required for the first renewal after licensure.) 
FY+4 - $40,500 insurance 
FY+5 - $22,500 biennial renewal + $40,500 insurance + $76,500 continuing education $139,500 

(20) Provide a specific estimate ofthe costs and/or savings to the local governments associated with 
compliance, including any legal, accounting or consulting procedures which may be required. Explain 
how the dollar estimates were derived. 

The Board does not anticipate either costs or savings to local governments associated with 
compliance with the rulemaking. 



(21) Provide a specific estimate ofthe costs and/or savings to the state government associated with the 
implementation ofthe regulation, including any legal, accounting, or consulting procedures which may 
be required. Explain how the dollar estimates were derived. 

The Board does not anticipate either costs or savings to state government associated with the i 
rulemaking. Costs to the Board of Osteopathic Medicine in implementing and administering the 
rules will be offset by fees paid by licensees. 

(22) For each ofthe groups and entities identified in items (19)-(21) above, submit a statement of legal, 
accounting or consulting procedures and additional reporting, recordkeeping or other paperwork, 
including copies of forms or reports, which will be required for implementation ofthe regulation and an 
explanation of measures which have been taken to minimize these requirements. 

There are no legal, accounting or consulting procedures associated with the rulemaking. i 
Genetic counselors will be required to report to the Board any arrest or discipline by another state 
licensing authority. Genetic counselors will be required to renew their licenses biennially. Genetic 
counselors will be required to maintain certificates of completion demonstrating their attendance 
at continuing education programs. Minimal or no costs are associated with these activities. 

(23) In the table below, provide an estimate ofthe fiscal savings and costs associated with 
implementation and compliance for the regulated community, local government, and state government 
for the current year and five subsequent years. | 

SAVINGS: 

Regulated Community 

Local Government 

State Government 

Total Savings 

COSTS: 

Regulated Community 

Local Government 

State Government 

Total Costs 

REVENUE LOSSES: 

Regulated Community 

Local Government 

State Government 

Total Revenue Losses 

Current FY 
Year 

$ 

$0 

FY+1 
Year 

$ 

$49,500 

FY+2 
Year 

$ 

$40,500 

FY+3 
Year 

$ 

$63,000 

FY+4 
Year 

$ 

$40,500 

FY+5 
Year 

$ 

$139,500 



(23 a) Provide the past three year expenditure history for programs affected by the regulation. 

Program FY -3 FY-2 FY-1 Current FY 

State Board of 

Osteo. Medicine 
$885,527.96 $890,823.69 $921,575.37 $960,000.00 

(24) For any regulation that may have an adverse impact on small businesses (as defined in Section 3 of 
the Regulatory Review Act, Act 76 of 2012), provide an economic impact statement that includes the 
following: 

(a) An identification and estimate ofthe number of small businesses subject to the regulation. 
(b) The projected reporting, recordkeeping and other administrative costs required for compliance 

with the proposed regulation, including the type of professional skills necessary for preparation 
of the report or record. 

(c) A statement of probable effect on impacted small businesses. 
(d) A description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative methods of achieving the purpose of 

the proposed regulation. 

(a) There are approximately 180 genetic counselors practicing in the Commonwealth; it is not 
know how many are employed in small businesses. However, because the vast majority of 
genetic counselors work in hospitals, colleges and universities and most hospitals, colleges 
and universities in Pennsylvania are not considered small businesses, we estimate that very 
few small businesses will be impacted by the regulation. 

(b) The only costs associated with the Act and these regulations are the fees for initial licensure 
and biennial renewal, the costs associated with mandated continuing education and the cost 
relating to professional liability insurance. Licensees must complete an initial application 
and provide supporting documentation to become licensed. Renewal of licenses is almost 
universally done online, so the paperwork requirement is slight. Licensees are required to 
retain documentation relating to completion of mandated continuing education and 
provide copies of that documentation when audited by the Board. 

(c) The degree to which these costs affect small businesses depends on how many genetic 
counselors work in small businesses and whether the small business pays those costs on 
behalf of its employees. It is anticipated that the impact on small businesses is negligible. 

(d) The Board sets fees based on an analysis ofthe expense of providing services to licensees; 
the Board sets the lowest fee to cover its estimated expenses. In addition, the Board 
adopted continuing education comparable to that which is already completed by genetic 
counselors to maintain their National certification. The Board can discern no less intrusive 
or less costly means of achieving licensure of genetic counselors as mandated by the 
General Assembly tlisi wciitldlie..eaiisisteiit with the public health, safety and welfare. 



(25) List any special provisions which have been developed to meet the particular needs of affected 
groups or persons including, but not limited to, minorities, the elderly, small businesses, and farmers. 

The Board has not identified any affected groups or persons that might have particular needs 
relevant to this proposed rulemaking. 

(26) Include a description of any alternative regulatory provisions which have been considered and 
rejected and a statement that the least burdensome acceptable alternative has been selected. 

Representatives of the Board met extensively with the regulated community to discuss the 
provisions in this proposed rulemaking. The affected parties found that the current proposal 
places no significant burden on the regulated community. 

(27) In conducting a regulatory flexibility analysis, explain whether regulatory methods were considered 
that will minimize any adverse impact on small businesses (as defined in Section 3 ofthe Regulatory 
Review Act, Act 76 of 2012), including: 

a) The establishment ofless stringent compliance or reporting requirements for small businesses; 
b) The establishment of less stringent schedules or deadlines for compliance or reporting 

requirements for small businesses; 
c) The consolidation or simplification of compliance or reporting requirements for small 

businesses; 
d) The establishment of performing standards for small businesses to replace design or operational 

standards required in the regulation; and 
e) The exemption of small businesses from all or any part ofthe requirements contained in the 

regulation. 

All genetic counselors will need to comply with the regulations. Because the Board does not 
collect, analyze and track information about the employment status of its licensees or whether 
licensees' employers meet the definition of a "small business" the Board cannot provide two 
separate sets of regulations for licensees who are or are employed by small businesses and those 
who are or are employed by big businesses. There are very few reporting requirements placed on 
licensees. The only deadlines in the regulations are deadhnes to obtain and renew licensure and to 
complete continuing education. Licensees must report licenses held in other states, disciplinary 
actions taken by other states, and criminal convictions. None of these reporting requirements 
extend to the business. The Board does not anticipate any negative impact on small businesses 
stemming from the regulations, as the vast majority of genetic counselors work in hospitals, 
colleges and universities that are not considered small businesses. It would not be consistent with 
the public health, welfare and safety to exempt anyone from the requirements contained in the 
regulation. 



(28) If data is the basis for this regulation, please provide a description ofthe data, explain in detail how 
the data was obtained, and how it meets the acceptability standard for empirical, replicable and testable 
data that is supported by documentation, statistics, reports, studies or research. Please submit data or 
supporting materials with the regulatory package. If the material exceeds 50 pages, please provide it in a 
searchable electronic format or provide a list of citations and internet links that, where possible, can be 
accessed in a searchable format in lieu ofthe actual material. If other data was considered but not used, 
please explain why that data was determined not to be acceptable. 

The proposed rulemaking is not based on data. 

(29) Include a schedule for review ofthe regulation including: 
A. The date by which the agency must receive public comments: 30 days after publication 

B. The date or dates on which public meetings or hearings 
will be held: 

C. The expected date of promulgation ofthe proposed 
regulation as a final-form regulation: 

The Board meets in 
public session every 
other month 

2013 

D. The expected effective date ofthe final-form regulation: Upon final publication 

E. The date by which compliance with the final-form 
regulation will be required: Upon final pubUcation 

F. The date by which required permits, licenses or other 
approvals must be obtained: Upon final publication 

(30) Describe the plan developed for evaluating the continuing effectiveness ofthe regulations after its 
implementation. 

The Board continuaUy reviews the efficacy of its regulations, as part of its annual review process 
under Executive Order 1996-1. The Board reviews its regulatory proposals at regularly scheduled 
public meetings, which are set forth on the Board's website (www.dos.state.pa.us/osteo). 
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16A-5328 - Genetic Counselors 
Proposed Preamble 
December 9, 2013 

The State Board of Osteopathic Medicine (Board) proposes to amend §§ 25.215 and 
25.231 (relating to definitions; and schedule of fees), and to add a new Subchapter O (relating to 
Genetic Counselors), to read as set forth in Annex A. 

Effective Date 

The amendments will be effective upon publication of the final-form rulemaking in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin. 

Statutory Authority 

The act of December 22, 2011 (P.L. 581, No. 126) (Act 126) amended the Osteopathic 
Medical Practice Act (act) (63 P.S. §§ 271.1 - 271.18), to require the Board to issue licenses to 
genetic counselors, to issue temporary permits to graduates of genetic counseling education 
programs, and to regulate the practice of genetic counseling and discipline licensees. Section 3 
of Act 126 directs the Board to adopt regulations to implement the licensure of genetic 
counselors. 

Description of Proposed Amendments 

The proposed rulemaking would update § 25.251 (relating to definitions) to add genetic 
counselors to the list of Board-regulated practitioners. The proposed rulemaking would also 
amend § 25.231 (relating to schedule of fees) to provide for fees for the application for genetic 
counselor license, application for uncertified genetic counselor, biennial renewal of genetic 
counselor license, application for reactivation of genetic counselor license and application for 
temporary provisional genetic counselor license. 

The proposed amendments would create a new Subchapter O setting forth the standards 
for licensure of genetic counselors. Proposed § 25.901 (relating to purpose) states the purpose of 
the subchapter, to implement the amendments to the act related to genetic counselors. Section 
25.902 (relating to definitions) sets forth definitions of terms used in the subchapter. 

Section 25.903 (relating to application for genetic counselor license) provides the 
information necessary for an applicant who holds National certification to apply for a license to 
practice as a genetic counselor. The qualifications for licensure are set forth in section 10.3(e) of 
the act (63 P.S. § 271.10c(e)), and are repeated here for clarity to applicants. 

Section 25.904 (relating to application for genetic counselor license by uncertified 
persons) provides the information necessary for an applicant who does not hold National 
certification to apply for a license to practice as a genetic counselor. The qualifications for 
licensure are set forth in section 10.3(f) ofthe act, and are repeated here for clarity to applicants. 
Section 10.3(f) ofthe act provides that the Board may issue licenses to noncertified persons for a 
period of 3 years after the effective date of Act 126, which was February 20, 2012. The Board 
has included this limitation in § 25.904(b)(1). 

Section 25.905 (relating to application for temporary provisional genetic counselor 
license) provides the information necessary for an applicant to apply for a temporary' provisional 
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license, as authorized by section 10.3(g) ofthe act. The statutory provision recognizes, and the 
regulatory provision echoes, the fact that in the field of genetic counseling, it is common for 
graduates to take the certification examination twice. For this reason, section 10.3(g)(2) ofthe 
act provides that the provisional license would allow a person to practice, under supervision, 
until two examination cycles have elapsed. This unusual provision is echoed in § 25.905(d) and 
(e). 

Section 25.906 (relating to biennial registration of genetic counselor license) provides for 
the biennial registration ofthe genetic counselor license, and effectuates the provisions of section 
10.3(j) ofthe act pertaining to continuing education. Section 25.906(b)(5) requires a genetic 
counselor to verify that he or she has completed the continuing education mandated by the act as 
a condition of biennial renewal. 

Section 25.907 (relating to inactive status of genetic counselor license; reactivation of 
inactive license) provides information to licensees about how a license becomes inactive, that a 
licensee whose license is inactive is not permitted to practice, and how to reactivate an inactive 
license. Section 25.907(d) provides that a licensee whose license has been inactive for 4 or more 
years will be required to demonstrate continued competence to practice by showing current 
certification by the ABGC. Late fees are addressed in § 25.907(e). 

Section 25.908 (relating to disciplinary action for applicants and licensed genetic 
counselors) provides that licensees and applicants may be subject to discipline or refusal of 
licensure for any ofthe reasons in section 15 ofthe act (63 P.S. § 271.15), or for engaging in 
unprofessional or immoral conduct as defined in § 25.908(b) and (c). 

Section 25.909 (relating to continuing education for genetic counselors) sets forth rules 
regarding continuing education. Section 10.3(j) of the act requires genetic counselors to 
complete 30 hours of continuing education as a condition of biennial renewal. Section 25.909 
provides additional details about the continuing education requirement, including approved 
providers of continuing education and the documentation that licensees must maintain. 

Section 25.910 (relating to professional liability insurance coverage for licensed genetic 
counselors) effectuates section 10.3(k) ofthe act, which requires licensed genetic counselors to 
maintain professional liability insurance coverage in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 per 
occurrence or claims made. 

Fiscal Impact and Paperwork Requirements 

The statutory requirements that genetic counselors obtain and renew licenses to practice 
genetic counseling; obtain and maintain professional liability insurance; and complete at least 30 
hours of continuing education biennially will have a fiscal impact and impose paperwork 
requirements on the regulated community of genetic counselors. Genetic counselors will be 
required to file applications, pay fees, and provide documentation evidencing professional 
liability insurance and continuing education. To the degree genetic counselors are employed by 
small businesses, and those busmesses pay the licensure fees and costs associated with 
professional-liability insurance and coiMimrog education,'"'the--.regulations'may impact small 
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businesses. The proposed rulemaking should not have an adverse fiscal impact or impose 
additional paperwork requirements on the Commonwealth or its political subdivisions. 

Sunset Date 

The Board continuously monitors its regulations; therefore, no sunset date has been 
assigned. 

Regulatory Review 

Under section 5(a) ofthe Regulatory Review Act (71 P.S. § 745.5(a)), on December 12, 
2013, the Board submitted a copy of this proposed rulemaking and a copy of a Regulatory 
.Analysis Form to the Independent Regulatory Preview Commission (IRRC) and to the 
Chairpersons of the Senate Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure Committee 
(SCP/PLC), and the House Professional Licensure Committee (HPLC). A copy of this material 
is available to the public upon request. 

Under section 5(g) of the Regulatory Review Act, IRRC may convey any comments, 
recommendations or objections to the proposed rulemaking within 30 days of the close of the 
public comment period. The comments, recommendations or objections must specify the 
regulatory review criteria that have not been met. The Regulatory Review Act specifies detailed 
procedures for review of comments, recommendations and objections by the Board, the General 
Assembly, and the Govemor, prior to final publication ofthe rulemaking. 

Public Comment 

Interested persons are invited to submit written comments, recommendations or 
objections regarding this proposed rulemaking to Teresa Lazo, Board Counsel, State Board of 
Osteopathic Medicine, P.O. Box 2649, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 17105-2649, ra-
osteopathic(q)pa. gov within 30 days following publication of this proposed mlemaking in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin. 
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Annex A 

TITLE 49. PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL STANDARDS 

PART I. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Subpart A. PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS 

CHAPTER 25. STATE BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Subchapter D. MINIMUM STANDARDS OF PRACTICE 

§ 25.215. Definitions. 

The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, have the following meanings, 

unless the contest clearly indicates otherwise: 

Board-regulated practitioner—An osteopathic physician, physician assistant, genetic 

counselor, respiratory [care practitioner] therapist licensed athletic trainer, acupuncturist 

or an applicant for a license or certificate issued by the Board. 

Subchapter F. FEES 

§25.231. Schedule of fees. 

An applicant for a license, certificate, registration or service shall pay the following fees 

at the time of application: 

Application for genetic counselor license $ 50 
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Application for uncertified genetic counselor license $100 

Application for reactivation of genetic counselor license $ 50 

Application for temporary provisional genetic counselor license $50 

Biennial renewal-genetic counselors $125 

Subchapter O. GENETIC COUNSELORS 

§ 25.901. Purpose. 

This subchapter implements section 10.3 of the act (63 P.S. § 271.10c) pertaining to 

genetic counselors, which was added by the act of December 22, 2011 (P.L. 581, No. 126), 

effective February 20, 2012. 

$ 25.902. Definitions. 

The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, have the following 

meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

ABGC - The American Board of Genetic Counseling, or an equivalent successor. 

ABMG - The American Board of Medical Genetics, or an equivalent successor. 

Active candidate status - The designation awarded to individuals who have received 

approval from the ABGC or the ABMG to sit for their respective certification examinations. 

Genetic counselor - An individual who is licensed to practice genetic counseling by the 

Board or the State Board of Medicine. 

Genetic counseling - The provision of services to individuals, couples, families and 

organizations by one or more appropriately trained individuals to address the physical and 

psychological issues associated with the occurrence or risk of occurrence of a genetic disorder, 
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birth defect or genetically influenced condition or disease in an individual or a family. 

Hour of continuing education - At least 50 minutes of instruction (including relevant 

question and answer sessions) in an approved course of continuing education or an equivalent 

time that an on-line or correspondence course would be presented live. 

NSGC- The National Society of Genetic Counselors, or an equivalent successor. 

§ 25.903. Application for genetic counselor hcense. 

(a) An applicant for a license to practice as a genetic counselor shall submit, on forms made 

available by the Board, a completed application for a license to practice as a genetic counselor, 

including all necessary supporting documents, and pay the application fee set forth in § 25.231 

(relating to schedule of fees). 

(b) The Board may issue a license to practice as a genetic counselor to an applicant who: 

(1) Demonstrates that the applicant is at least 21 years of age and of good moral 

character, as required by section 10.3(e)(1) and (2) ofthe act (63 P.S. § 271.10c(e)(l) and 

(2)). 

(2) Demonstrates that the applicant has received a master's degree or doctoral degree 

in human genetics or genetic counseling from an ABGC-accredited or ABMG-accredited 

educational program, or has met the requirements for certification by the ABGC or 

ABMG. Proof of the degree (if applicable) must be sent directly from the applicant's 

education program and must include an official transcript. 

(3) Demonstrates that the applicant has passed the examination for certification as a 

genetic counselor by the ABGC or the ABMG or has passed the examination for 

certification as a Ph.D. medical geneticist by the ABMG. Proof that the applicant has 

passed the examination must be sent directly from ABGC or ABMG, and may include 
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proof of current certification. 

(4) Demonstrates that the applicant has obtained professional liability insurance, or is 

exempt from the requirement to obtain professional liability insurance, as set forth in § 

25.910 (relating to professional liability insurance coverage for licensed genetic 

counselors). 

(c) The Board may deny an application for licensure as a genetic counselor upon the grounds 

for disciplinary action set forth in § 25.908 (relating to disciplinary action for applicants and 

licensed genetic counselors). 

§ 25.904. Application for genetic counselor hcense by uncertified persons. 

(a) An applicant for a license to practice as a genetic counselor who has never passed the 

ABGC or ABMC certification examination shall submit, on forms made available by the Board, 

a completed application for a license to practice as a genetic counselor, including all necessary 

supporting documents, and pay the application fee set forth in § 25.213 (relating to schedule of 

fees). 

(b) The Board may issue a license to practice as a genetic counselor to an uncertified 

applicant who: 

(1) Submits his or her application to the Board, along with any supporting 

documentation required, by February 20, 2015. 

(2) Demonstrates that the applicant is at least 21 years of age and of good moral 

character as required by section 10.3(e)(1) and (2) ofthe act (63 P.S. § 271.10c(e)(l) and 

(3) Demonstrates that the person has received a master's or higher degree in genetics 

or a related field of study and has worked as a genetic counselor for a minimum of 3 
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continuous years preceding December 22, 2011, or has received a bachelor's degree in 

genetics or a related field of study and has been employed as a genetic counselor for at 

least 10 continuous years prior to December 22, 2011. 

(i) Proof ofthe degree must be sent directly from the applicant's educational 

program and must include an official transcript. 

(ii) Related fields of study must include core courses in genetics. 

(iii) Proof of employment as a genetic counselor may include Federal income 

tax forms or notarized letters from the applicant's employer or employers. 

(4) Submits at least three letters of recommendation, including one from a genetic 

counselor certified by ABGC or ABMG and one from either a clinical geneticist or 

medical geneticist certified by ABMG. A person who submits a letter of 

recommendation shall have worked with the applicant in an employment setting 

sometime during the previous 10 continuous years and be able to attest to the applicant's 

competency in providing genetic counseling services. 

§ 25.905. Application for temporary provisional genetic counselor hcense. 

(a) An applicant for a temporary provisional genetic counselor license shall submit, on forms 

made available by the Board, a completed application, including all necessary supporting 

documents, and pay the fee in § 25.213 (schedule of fees) for an application for a temporary 

provisional genetic counselor license. 

(b) The Board may grant a temporary provisional genetic counselor license, which authorizes 

the license holder to practice only under the supervision of a genetic counselor or physician 

licensed under the act or under the Medical Practice Act of 1985 (63 P.S. §§ 422.1 - 422.51a), to 

an applicant, who: 
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(1) Demonstrates that the applicant has been granted active candidate status 

establishing eligibility to sit for the next available certification examination offered by 

ABGC. 

(2) Demonstrates that the applicant is at least 21 years old, of good moral character, 

and has completed an application form provided by the Board and paid the appropriate 

fee as required by section 10.3(e)q>(3) and (5) ofthe act (63 P.S. $ 271.10c(e)q>(3) and 

(3) Otherwise complies with this subchapter. 

(c) The Board may deny an application for a temporary provisional genetic counselor license 

upon the grounds in § 25.908 (relating to disciplinary action for applicants and licensed genetic 

counselors). 

(d) A temporary provisional genetic counselor license will expire upon the close of the 

second examination period for which the holder is eligible to test following issuance of the 

temporary provisional license and may not be renewed. 

(e) A temporary provisional genetic counselor license will expire upon notice to the Board 

that the holder has not passed the certification examination within 2 examination cycles after 

receiving the temporary provisional license. The holder of a temporary provisional genetic 

counselor license who fails to pass the examination within 2 examination cycles shall 

immediately cease practicing and return the license to the Board. 

(f) The holder of a temporary provisional genetic counselor license may not use the title 

"genetic counselor." The holder of a temporary provisional genetic counselor license may use 

the title "graduate genetic counselor" but may not use an abbreviation ofthe title. 
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§ 25.906. Biennial renewal of genetic counselor hcense. 

(a) The license of a genetic counselor will expire biennially on October 31 of each even-

numbered year, in accordance with § 25.271 (relating to requirements for renewal). A genetic 

counselor may not practice after October 31 of an even-numbered year unless the genetic 

counselor has completed the biennial renewal process and the Board has issued a renewed 

license. 

(b) As a condition of biennial renewal, a genetic counselor shall: 

(1) Submit a completed application, including payment ofthe biennial renewal fee set 

forth in § 25.213 (relating to schedule of fees). 

(2) Disclose on the application any license to practice as a genetic counselor in 

another state, territory, possession, or country. 

(3) Disclose on the application any disciplinary action pending before or taken by the 

appropriate healthcare licensing authority in any other jurisdiction since the most recent 

application for biennial renewal, whether or not licensed to practice in that other 

jurisdiction. 

(4) Disclose on the application any pending criminal charges and any finding or 

verdict of guilt, admission of guilt, plea of nolo contendere, probation without verdict, 

disposition in lieu of trial or accelerated rehabilitative disposition in any criminal matter 

since the most recent application for biennial renewal. 

(5) Verify on the application that the licensed genetic counselor has complied with 

the continuing education requirements mandated by section 10.3(j) ofthe act (63 P.S. § 

271.10c(j)) during the biennial period immediately preceding the period for which 

renewal is sought in accordance with § 25.909 (relating to continuing education for 
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licensed genetic counselor). 

(6) Verify on the application that if practicing as a genetic counselor in this 

Commonwealth, the licensee maintains professional liability insurance coverage in 

accordance with section 10.3(k) of the act (63 P.S. § 271.10c(k)). 

§ 25.907. Inactive status of genetic counselor hcense; reactivation of inactive hcense. 

(a) A genetic counselor license will become inactive upon either ofthe following: 

(1) The licensee requests in writing that the Board place the license on inactive status. 

Written confirmation of inactive status will be forwarded to the licensee. 

(2) The licensee fails to renew the license by the expiration of the biennial renewal 

period, that is, by October 31 of each even-numbered year. 

(b) A genetic counselor whose license has become inactive may not practice as a genetic 

counselor in this Commonwealth until the license has been reactivated. 

(c) To reactivate an inactive license, the licensee shall apply on forms made available by the 

Board. The licensee shall: 

(1) Include the documentation required under § 25.909 (relating to continuing 

education for licensed genetic counselors) for the immediately preceding biennium. 

Unless waived by the Board under section 10.3(j)(3) ofthe act (63 P.S. § 271.10c(j)(3)), 

the Board will not reactivate any license until the required continuing education for the 

preceding biennium has been successfully completed. 

(2) Pay the current biennial renewal fee and the reactivation application fee specified 

in § 25.231 (relating to schedule of fees). 

(3) Except as provided in subsection (e), verify that the licensee did not practice as a 

genetic counselor in this Commonwealth while the license was inactive. 
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(d) A licensee whose license has been inactive for 4 or more years shall demonstrate 

continued competence by showing current certification by the ABGC. 

(e) A licensee who has practiced with an inactive license, and who cannot make the 

verification required by subsection (c)(3) shall also pay the late fees required by section 225 of 

the Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs Fee Act (63 P.S. § 1401-225) as more fully 

set forth in this subsection. Payment of a late fee does not preclude the Board from taking 

disciplinary action for practicing as a genetic counselor without a current active license. 

(1) A licensee whose license was active at the end of the immediately preceding 

biennial renewal period and who practiced after the license became inactive shall pay a 

late fee of $5 for each month or part of a month from the beginning of the current 

biennium until the date the reactivation application is filed. 

(2) A licensee whose license has been inactive since before the beginning of the 

current biennium shall pay the biennial renewal fee for each biennial period during which 

the licensee practiced and shall pay a late fee of $5 for each month or part of a month 

from the first date the licensee practiced as a genetic counselor in this Commonwealth 

after the license became inactive until the date the reactivation application is filed. 

§ 25.908. Disciplinary action for applicants and hcensed genetic counselors. 

(a) A licensed genetic counselor, graduate genetic counselor or applicant for any license is 

subject to refusal of license or disciplinary action under section 15 ofthe act (63 P.S. § 271.15). 

Following a final determination subject to the right of notice, hearing and adjudication and the 

right of appeal therefrom in accordance with the Administrative Agency Law (2 Pa.C.S. §§ 101-

754), the Board may refuse licensure or impose any ofthe corrective actions of section 15(c) of 

the act (63 P.S. §271.15(c)). 
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(b) Unprofessional conduct includes: 

(1) Engaging in any conduct prohibited under § 25.216 (relating to sexual 

misconduct). 

(2) Perfonning an act in a healthcare profession in a fraudulent, incompetent or 

negligent manner. 

(3) Violating a provision of the act or this chapter setting a standard of professional 

conduct. 

(4) Engaging in healthcare practice beyond the licensee's authority to practice. 

(5) Representing oneself to be a physician or other healthcare practitioner whose 

profession the genetic counselor is not licensed to practice. 

(6) Practicing while the licensee's ability to do so is impaired by alcohol, drugs, 

physical disability or mental instability. 

(7) Revealing personally identifiable facts obtained as the result of a practitioner-

patient relationship without the prior consent of the patient, except as authorized or 

required by statute or regulation. 

(8) Failing to provide appropriate supervision to a genetic counselor student or a 

graduate genetic counselor practicing under a temporary provisional license. For 

purposes of this section, appropriate supervision of a genetic counselor student means 

that the student is under the overall direction of the chair or director of the educational 

program. For purposes of this section, appropriate supervision of a graduate genetic 

counselor means that the graduate genetic counselor is under the overall direction of the 

area supervisor and the supervisor conducts periodic review of the work of the graduate 

genetic counselor. 
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(9) Practicing outside the scope of practice for a genetic counselor, as set forth in 

section 10.3(c) ofthe act (63 P.S. § 271.10c(cY). 

(c) Immoral conduct includes: 

(1) Misrepresenting or concealing a material fact in obtaining a license issued by the 

Board or renewal, reactivation or reinstatement thereof. 

(2) Being convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude, dishonesty or corruption in 

the courts of this Commonwealth, the United States, or another state, the District of 

Columbia, a territory ofthe United States, or another country. 

(3) Committing an act involving moral turpitude, dishonesty or corruption. 

§ 25.909. Continuing education for hcensed genetic counselors. 

(a) Credit hour requirements. A licensed genetic counselor shall satisfy the following 

continuing education credit hour requirements: 

(1) As a condition for biennial renewal, a licensed genetic counselor shall complete at 

least 30 hours of continuing education applicable to the practice of genetic counseling. A 

licensee is not required to complete continuing education during the biennium in which 

the licensee was first licensed. 

(2) Except when reactivating an inactive license, when the Board has granted a 

waiver, or when ordered by the Board, continuing education credits may be used to 

satisfy the continuing education credit hour requirements only for the biennial period in 

which the credits were earned. No hour of continuing education may be used to satisfy 

the requirement of paragraph (1) for more than one biennium. 

(3) A licensed genetic counselor may request a waiver of the continuing education 

credit hour requirements because of serious illness, military service or other demonstrated 

1 1 [ 
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hardship by submitting a request for waiver with all supporting documentation to the 

Board at least 90 days prior to the end of the biennial renewal period for which the 

waiver is sought. The Board may grant the waiver request in whole or in part and may 

extend the deadline by which the credit hour requirements must be met. 

(4) A licensed genetic counselor may be subiect to disciplinary sanction as provided 

in section 15 ofthe act (63 P.S. § 277.15), including the suspension or revocation ofthe 

license, imposition of a civil penalty or other corrective measure as determined by the 

Board, if the licensee either submits false information to the Board regarding completion 

of the continuing education credit hour requirements to complete biennial renewal, or 

fails to complete the continuing education hour requirements and practices as a genetic 

counselor after the end ofthe biennial period. 

(b) Continuing education activities. Credit for continuing education may be earned for 

activities approved by ABGC or NSGC. 

(c) Documentation of continuing education. Continuing education must be documented with 

a certificate of attendance or completion issued by the activity provider. The certificate must 

include the name of the course provider, the name and date of the course, the name of the 

licensee, the number of credit hours based on a 50-minute hour,- and the category of continuing 

education, if applicable. 

§ 25.910. Professional liability insurance coverage for licensed genetic counselor. 

(a) A licensed genetic counselor shall maintain a level of professional liability insurance 

coverage in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence or claims made as required by 

section 10.3(k) ofthe act (63 P.S. § 271.10c(k)). 

(b) Proof of professional liability insurance coverage may include either of the following: 
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(1) A certificate of insurance or copy of the declaration page from the insurance 

policy setting forth the effective date, expiration date, and dollar amounts of coverage. 

(2) Evidence of a plan of self-insurance approved by the insurance commissioner of 

the Commonwealth under regulations ofthe Department of Insurance at 31 Pa. Code §§ 

243.1 - 243.11 (relating to medical malpractice and health-related self-insurance plans). 

• (c) A license that was issued in reliance upon a letter from the applicant's insurance carrier 

indicating that the applicant will be covered against professional liability effective upon the 

issuance ofthe applicant's license as permitted under section 10.3(k)(3) ofthe act (63 P.S. § 

271.10c(k)(3)) will become inactive as a matter of law 30 days after the date of issuance ofthe 

license if the licensee has not provided proof of professional liability insurance coverage and will 

remain inactive until the licensee provides proof of insurance coverage. 

(d) A licensee who does not have professional liability insurance coverage as required by 

section 10.3(k)(i) ofthe act may not practice as a genetic counselor in this Commonwealth. 
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OSTEOPATHIC MEDICAL PRACTICE ACT - REGULATION OF GENETIC 
COUNSELORS 

A c t o f D e c . 2 2 , 2 0 1 1 , P . L . 5 8 1 , No. 126 C I . 63 
S e s s i o n o f 2 0 1 1 

No. 2 0 1 1 - 1 2 6 

HB 333 

AN ACT 

Amending the act of October 5, 1978 (P.L.1109, No.261), entitled 
"An act requiring the licensing of practitioners of osteopathic 
medicine and surgery; regulating their practice; providing for 
certain funds and penalties for violations and repeals," 
further providing for definitions; and providing for regulation 
of genetic counselors. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby 
enacts as follows: 

Section 1. Section.2 of the act of October 5, 1978 (P.L.1109, 
No.261), known as the Osteopathic Medical Practice Act, is amended 
by adding definitions to read: 
Section 2. Definitions. 

The following words and phrases when used in this act shall 
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the meanings 
given to them in this section: 

"ABGC." The American Board of Genetic Counseling. 
"ABMG." The American Board of Medical Genetics. 
"Active candidate status." The designation awarded to 

applicants who have received approval from the American Board of 
Genetic Counseling or the American Board of Medical Genetics to 
sit for their respective certification examinations. 

•k ~k ~k 

"Genetic counseling." The provision of services to 
individuals, couples, families and organizations by one or more 
appropriately trained individuals to address the physical and 
psychological issues associated with the occurrence or risk of 
occurrence of a genetic disorder, birth defect or genetically 
influenced condition or disease in an individual or a family. 

"Genetic counselor." An individual who is licensed to practice 
genetic counseling by the State Board of Medicine or the State 
Board of Osteopathic Medicine. 

* * * 
Section 2. The act is amended by adding a section to read: 

Section 10.3. Genetic counselor. 
(a) License required.--Two years after the effective date of 

this section, it shall be unlawful for any person to hold himself 
out to the public as a genetic counselor or to practice or offer 
to practice genetic counseling unless the person holds a license 
issued by the board. 

(b) Use of title.—An individual who holds an active license 
as provided by this act may hold himself out to the public by any 
title or description of services incorporating the term "genetic 
counselor" or use any words or symbols indicating that the 
individual is a genetics OOUT.SBIOX. f except as otherwise provided by 
this act, 

(a) S c o p e o f p^p.c"r,. r?r. -•••• 
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(1) A genetic counselor may provide genetic counseling to 
clients, which includes: 

(i) Obtain and evaluate individual and family medical 
histories to determine genetic risk for genetic or medical 
conditions and diseases in a patient and other family 
members. 

(ii) Discuss the features, natural history, means of 
diagnosis, genetic and environmental factors and management 
of risk for the genetic or medical conditions and diseases. 

(iii) Identify and coordinate genetic laboratory tests 
and other diagnostic studies as appropriate for the genetic 
assessment. 

(iv) Integrate the genetic laboratory test results and 
other diagnostic studies with personal and family medical 
histories to assess and communicate risk factors for 
genetic or medical conditions and diseases. 

(v) Explain the clinical implications of genetic 
laboratory tests and other diagnostic studies and their 
results. 

(vi) Evaluate the client's or family's responses to 
the condition or risk of the recurrence and provide client-
centered counseling. 

(vii) Identify and utilize community resources that 
provide medical, educational, financial and psychosocial 
support and advocacy. 

(viii) Provide written documentation of medical, 
genetic and counseling information for families and health 
care professionals. 
(2) When in the course of providing genetic counseling 

services to a client, if a genetic counselor finds any 
indication of a disease or condition that requires diagnosis 
and treatment outside the scope of practice defined in this 
section, the genetic counselor shall refer the client to a 
licensed physician or appropriate health care practitioner. 

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to 
authorize a genetic counselor to diagnose, test or treat any 
genetic disease or condition or other disease or condition, 
(d) Exemptions.--The following persons may provide genetic 

counseling without holding the license required by this section as 
indicated: 

(1) A person licensed under any other section of this act 
or any other law of this Commonwealth, while acting within the 
scope of practice of the person's license and training, 
provided the person does not hold himself out to the public as 
a genetic counselor. 

(2) A person employed by the Federal Government to provide 
genetic counseling while in the discharge of the person's 
official duties. 

(3) A student enrolled in an ABGC-accredited or ABMG-
accredited genetic counseling educational program or an ABMG-
accredited medical genetics educational program or a graduate 
nursing education program in genetics, if the counseling is an 
integral part of the student's course of study and is performed 
under the direct supervision of a genetic counselor, licensed 
physician, certified registered nurse practitioner with a 
specialty or subspecialty in genetics or clinical nurse 
specialist with a specialty or subspecialty in genetics. 

l^^'./^-.(j^ as a genetic counselor who reapplies 
' for'M^;-C"'cs:rt under general 

._,..•. ̂ :̂p̂ v̂î ?ov'> in -an approved genetic-.--counseling-' training site. 

TM/201 l/0/Q126„HTM 12/21/201.2 



Act of Dec. 22, 2011,P.L. 581, No. 126 CI. 63 - OSTEOPATHIC MEDICAL PRACTICE... Page 3 ot 5 

(5) A person trained as a Ph.D. medical geneticist who 
reapplies for ABMG certification examination and documents the 
number of cases in a logbook under a supervisor identified in 
the training program's ABMG accreditation documents as a member 
of the training faculty. 
(e) Qualifications.—An applicant shall be licensed to 

practice genetic counseling under this act if the applicant meets 
all of the following qualifications and has otherwise complied 
with the provisions of this act: 

(1) The person is at least 21 years of age. 
(2) The person is of good moral character. 
(3) The person has received a master's degree or doctoral 

degree in human genetics or genetic counseling from AN ABGC-
accredited or ABMG-accredited educational program, or has met 
the requirements for certification by ABGC or ABMG. 

(4) The person has passed the examination for 
certification as a genetic counselor by ABGC or ABMG or has 
passed the examination for certification as a Ph.D. medical 
geneticist by ABMG, as approved by the board. 

(5) The person has completed an application form provided 
by the board and paid the appropriate fee. 
(f) Licensure of noncertified persons.--For a period of three 

years after the effective date of this section, the board may 
issue a license to a person who meets all of the qualifications 
for licensure except for the requirements of subsection (e)(3) and 
(4), provided: 

(1) The person has received a master's or higher degree in 
genetics or a related field of study and has worked as a 
genetic counselor for a minimum of three continuous years 
preceding the enactment of this section or has received a 
bachelor of science degree in genetics or a related field of 
study and has been employed as a genetic counselor for at least 
ten continuous years prior to the enactment of this section. 

(2) The person submits at least three letters of 
recommendation, one of which must be from a genetic counselor 
certified by ABGC or ABMG and one must be from either a 
clinical geneticist certified by ABMG or a medical geneticist 
certified by ABMG. A person who submits a letter of 
recommendation must have worked with the applicant in an 
employment setting during the previous ten continuous years and 
can attest to the applicant's competency in providing genetic 
counseling services. 
(g) Provisional license.--

(1) The board may issue a provisional license to practice 
genetic counseling to a person who meets all of the 
qualifications for licensure except for the certification 
requirement of subsection (e)(4), provided the person has been 
granted active candidate status establishing eligibility to sit 
for the next available certification examination by ABGC or 
ABMG. 

(2) A provisional license shall allow the person to 
practice under the supervision of a genetic counselor or a 
licensed physician until the person receives certification from 
ABGC or ABMG or two examination cycles have elapsed, whichever 
comes first. 

(3) Under no circumstances shall a person continue to 
practice on a provisional license upon notification that the 
person has not passed the examination within two examination 

z^z-cycles after receiving the provisional license. 
^:F—4hK— ..application and. licensure fees shall 
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be set by the board by regulation. Until such time as the board 
adopts a fee by regulation, applicants shall pay a biennial fee of 
$125. 

(i) Reciprocal disciplinary action.—Disciplinary action taken 
by the board against a person who is a genetic counselor shall be 
enforceable by the State Board of Medicine against the person if 
the person holds or seeks a license to practice as a genetic 
counselor with the State Board of Medicine. 

(j) Continuing education.— 
(1) For each license renewal, a licensee shall complete 

within the immediately preceding two-year period at least 30 
hours of continuing education as approved by the board. The 
licensee shall provide the board with evidence of the 
completion of the continuing education. No credit shall be 
given for any course in office management or practice building. 

(2) A person who applies for initial licensure in this 
Commonwealth shall be exempt from the continuing education 
requirements for the biennial renewal period following initial 
licensure. 

(3) The board may waive all or a portion of the continuing 
education requirement for biennial renewal for a licensee who 
shows to the satisfaction of the board that the licensee was 
unable to complete the requirements due to serious illness, 
military service or other demonstrated hardship. 

(4) Continuing education programs and program providers 
under this subsection shall be approved by the board in 
accordance with standards and criteria established by the board 
by regulation. The regulation shall include any fees necessary 
to implement this provision and provide for waiver of the 
continuing education requirement due to illness or hardship in 
any licensing renewal period. 
(k) Liability insurance.--

(1) A licensee under this section, practicing in this 
Commonwealth, shall maintain a level of professional liability 
insurance coverage in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 per 
occurrence or claims made. Failure to maintain insurance 
coverage as required shall subject the licensee to disciplinary 
proceedings. The board shall accept as satisfactory evidence of 
insurance coverage any of the following: 

(i) self-insurance; 
(ii) personally purchased liability insurance; or 
(iii) professional liability insurance coverage 

provided by the genetic counselor's employer or similar 
insurance coverage acceptable to the board. 
(2) An applicant shall provide proof that the applicant 

has obtained professional liability insurance in accordance 
with paragraph (1). It is sufficient if the applicant files 
with the application a copy of a letter from the applicant's 
professional liability insurance carrier indicating that the 
applicant will be covered against professional liability in the 
required amounts effective upon the issuance of the applicant's 
license to practice genetic counseling in this Commonwealth. 

(3) Upon issuance of a license, a licensee has 30 days to 
submit to the board the certificate of insurance or a copy of 
the policy declaration page. 

(4) The board shall adopt by regulation standards and 
procedures established by the Insurance Commissioner for self-
insurance. In the absence of these standards and procedures, 
the board, after" con.sultat.ioB. with tlie Insurance •••'Gom&SMLoE&E,..: 
shall -establish- sfeasdards -and -prooed'asrê . /By regulationAfor .:. >..;. 

t&#&^^ - ^v-.-^^-^ia^i^oiA^ 



ACT 01 J j e C LA, ZUi l , r . JL . D 6 i , 1N0. iZO <^1. OJ - UdlJCAjr /YlJ t l lL. 1VUCJU1L./LL fKAt1JLL.£, . . . r a g e 3 01 3 

self-insurance under this subsection. 
Section 3. The State Board of Osteopathic Medicine shall 

promulgate regulations to carry out the provisions of this act 
within 12 months of the effective date of"this section. Pending 
the promulgation of regulations, the board shall promulgate a 
statement of policy setting forth the application form for initial 
licensure under this act. The statement of policy shall expire 
upon the approval of the final regulations. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days. 

APPROVED--The 22nd day of December, A.D. 2011. 

TOM CORBETT 
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FEE REPORT FORM 

Agency: 

Contact: 

Phone No. 

State - BPOA Date: September 27, 2012 

Katie True 
Commissioner, Bureau of Professional •& Occupational Affairs 

783-7192 

Fee Title, Rate and Estimated Collections: 
Application for Genetic Counselor License: $50.00 

Estimated Revenue: $9,000 (180 applications x $50.00) 

Fee Description: 
The fee will be charged to every applicant for a Genetic Counselor license. 

Fee Objective: 

The fee should (1) offset the identifiable costs incurred by the State Board of Osteopathic 
Medicine to process an application and (2) defray a portion ofthe Board's administrative 
overhead. 

Fee-Related Activities and Costs: 
Staff time-process application (.75 hr) 
Attorney - avg. time to review legal issues (.25 hr) 
Administrative Overhead: 

13.46 

Total Estimated Cost: 
Proposed Fee: 

26.65 

8.85 
$ 48.96 
$ 50.00 

Analysis, Comment, and Recommendation: 
It is recommended that a fee of $50.00 be established for processing an application for a 
Genetic Counselor license. 



Application for Genetic Counselor License 

Board Staff - receives application, reviews for completeness, verifies that supporting 
documents are attached, contacts applicant to request any missing information and/or 
documents. Information provided on the application regarding criminal 
conviction/chemical dependency/etc. may necessitate further research and review. Time 
to cover review and action by legal office has been averaged over total number of 
applications anticipated in a biennial cycle. Board staff issues license through computer 
when application is complete. 



FEE REPORT FORM 

Agency: State - BPOA Date: September 27,2012 

Contact: Katie True 
Commissioner, Bureau of Professional & Occupational Affairs 

Phone No. 783-7192 

Fee Title, Rate and Estimated Collections: 
Application for Uncertified Genetic Counselor License: $ 100.00 

Estimated Revenue: $1,000.00 (10 applications x $100.00) 

Fee Description: 
The fee will be charged to every applicant for an Uncertified Genetic Counselor license. 

Fee Objective: 

The fee should (1) offset the identifiable costs incurred by the State Board of Osteopathic 
Medicine to process an application and (2) defray a portion ofthe Board's administrative 
overhead. 

Fee-Related Activities and Costs: 
Staff time-process application (2.0 hrs) 71.08 
Attorney - avg. time to review legal issues (.25 hr) 13.46 
Administrative Overhead: - 10.98 

Total Estimated Cost: $ 95.52 
Proposed Fee: $ 100.00 

Analysis, Comment, and Recommendation: 
It is recommended that a fee of $100.00 be established for processing an application for 
an Uncertified Genetic Counselor license. 



Application for Uncertified Genetic Counselor License 

Board Staff - receives application, reviews for completeness, verifies that supporting 
documents are attached, contacts applicant to request any missing information and/or 
documents. Information provided on the application regarding criminal 
conviction/chemical dependency/etc. may necessitate further research and review. Time 
to cover review and action by legal office has been averaged over total number of 
applications anticipated in a biennial cycle. Board staff issues license through computer 
when application is complete. 



FEE REPORT FORM 

Agency: State - BPOA Date: September 27,2012 

Contact: Katie True 
Commissioner, Bureau of Professional & Occupational Affairs 

Phone No. 783-7192 

Fee Title, Rate and Estimated Collections: 
Application for Temporary Provisional Genetic Counselor License: $50.00 

Estimated Revenue: $500 (10 applications x $50.00) 

Fee Description: 
The fee will be charged to every applicant for a Temporary Provisional Genetic 
Counselor license. 

Fee Objective: 

The fee should (1) offset the identifiable costs incurred by the State Board of Osteopathic 
Medicine to process an application and (2) defray a portion ofthe Board's administrative 
overhead. 

Fee-Related Activities and Costs: 
Staff time-process application (.75 hr) 26.65 
Attorney - avg. time to review legal issues (.25 hr) 13.46 
Administrative Overhead: 8.85 

Total Estimated Cost: $ 48.96 
Proposed Fee: $ 50.00 

Analysis, Comment, and Recommendation: 
It is recommended that a fee of $50.00 be established for processing an application for a 
Temporary Provisional Genetic Counselor license. 



Application for Temporary Provisional Genetic Counselor 
License 

Board Staff - receives application, reviews for completeness, verifies that supporting 
documents are attached, contacts applicant to request any missing information and/or 
documents. Information provided on the application regarding criminal 
conviction/chemical dependency/etc. may necessitate further research and review. Time 
to cover review and action by legal office has been averaged over total number of 
applications anticipated in a biennial cycle. Board staff issues license through computer 
when application is complete. 



FEE REPORT FORM 

Agency: State - BPOA Date: September 27, 2012 

Contact: Katie True 
Commissioner, Bureau of Professional & Occupational Affairs 

Phone No. 783-7192 

Fee Title, Rate and Estimated Collections: 
Application for Reactivation of Genetic Counselor License: $50.00 

Estimated Revenue: $250 (5 applications x $50.00) 

Fee Description: 
The fee will be charged to every applicant for Reactivation of a Genetic Counselor 
license. 

Fee Objective: 

The fee should (1) offset the identifiable costs incurred by the State Board of Osteopathic 
Medicine to process an application and (2) defray a portion ofthe Board's administrative 
overhead. 

Fee-Related Activities and Costs: 
Staff time-process application (.75 hr) 26.65 
Attorney - avg. time to review legal issues (.25 hr) 13.46 
Administrative Overhead: 8.85 

Total Estimated Cost: $ 48.96 
Proposed Fee: $ 50.00 

Analysis, Comment, and Recommendation: 
It is recommended that a fee of $50.00 be established for processing an application for 
reactivation of a Genetic Counselor license. 



Application for Reactivation of a Genetic Counselor License 

Board Staff - receives application, reviews for completeness, verifies that supporting 
documents are attached, contacts applicant to request any missing information and/or 
documents. Information provided on the application regarding criminal 
conviction/chemical dependency/etc. may necessitate further research and review. Time 
to cover review and action by legal office has been averaged over total number of 
applications anticipated in a biennial cycle. Board staff issues license through computer 
when application is complete. 



FEE REPORT FORM 

Agency: State - BPOA Date: September 27,2012 

Contact: Katie True 
Commissioner, Bureau of Professional & Occupational Affairs 

Phone No. 783-7192 

Fee Title, Rate and Estimated Collections: $125.00 
Biennial Renewal Fee - Genetic Counselor 

Estimated Biennial Revenue: $25,000.00 (200 applications x $125.00) 

Fee Description: 
The fee will be charged biennially to every Genetic Counselor applicant for license 
renewal. 

Fee Objective: 
The fee should defray a portion of the State Board of Osteopathic Medicine's 
administrative overhead. 

Analysis, Comment, and Recommendation: 
It is recommended that a renewal fee of $125.00 be established for Genetic Counsel 
licensees, thereby causing those licensees to contribute to the operational costs of the 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine. 
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BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 

I^HiiBBIB^B^fcliill 
STATE BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 

APPUCATION FOR A GENETIC COUNSELOR LICENSE 

illirriiNii ^feENir i i i i iNiE^ 

Submit the aippropriate application fee via check or money order, made payable to the "Commonwealth of Pennsylvania." 
FEES ARE NOT REFUNDABLE. Note: A processing fee of $20 will be charged for any check or money order returned 
unpaid by your bank, regardless of the reason for non-payment. Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

If documents will be submitted to the Board under a name different from your present name, submit a copy of the legal 
document evidencing the name change (i.e., marriage license, divorce decree, naturalization, etc.). 

Applicant must be at least 21 years of age. 

During each biennial licensure period, individuals holding a license as a genetic counselor shall complete 30 hours of 
continuing education consistent with the Board's regulations. A genetic counselor applying for licensure in this 
Commonwealth for the first time shall be exempt from the continuing medical education requirement for the biennial renewal 
period in which initial licensure is acquired. 

i l l ! you ||ave obtained professional liability insurance. 
Peipsylviija uiitil the Boird his iiiMliiyouli 

PLEASE NOTE - If this application is not completed within six months, updates of certain sections and/or supporting 
documents will be required. If the application has not been completed within one year from the date it was received, 
applicants will be required to submit a new application (another application processing fee) and supporting documents, as 
necessary. 

Complete pages 1 and 2 ofthe application and submit to the Board with the appropriate fee. 

Contact the educational program where you completed an ABGC or ABMG-accredited master's or doctoral degree 
educational program in human genetics or genetic counseling and have the Verification of Genetic Education Program form 
along with an official transcript completed and sent directly to the Board in a sealed, official school envelope. 

Contact the ABGC or ABMG and request that an official verification of certification letter be sent directly to the Board in a 
sealed, official organization envelope. 

Contact the state board office(s) where you hold or ever held licensure/certification to practice as a genetic counselor and 
request letters of good standing. The letter must include the following: license issue and expiration date, license status 
(current or expired) and disciplinary standing. The letter(s) of good standing must be sent directly to the Pennsylvania 
Board from each state board office in an official board envelope. 

9. 

Provide proof of professional liability insurance coverage through self-insurance, personally purchased insurance or 
insurance provided by your employer for the minimum amount of $1,000,000.00 per occurrence or claims made. The proof 
of insurance/certificate must include your name and indicate that you are covered (or will be covered once 
licensed) under the policy while performing genetic counseling services in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

10. 

ALL APPLICANTS must provide an official notification of information (Self Query) from the National Practitioner Data 
Bank/Healthcare integrity and Protection Data Bank. Please refer to the NPDB-HIPDB website for additional information. 
When you receive the "Response to your Self Query," forward the entire report directly to the Board Office. (Verify 
that the "Rmpm^rf' m Bmd to. the Board and not the discrepancy letter.) You should make a copy for your records. 

At!;- periods of-employment or unemployment (i.e., child rearing, etc.) from 
;c-t bo In-chronological order, include the month and yep.r, and indicate the 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Individuals who have never passed a certification examination for genetic counselors may apply for licensure for a 
period of three years after the effective date of this section of the Act. 

Although an individual may apply for a license as a non-certified genetic counselor until February 13, 2015, NO 
INDIVIDUAL may practice genetic counseling or hold themselves out as a genetic counselor after February 13, 2014 
without having a license issued by the Board. 

in addition to the items listed below, non-certified applicants must ALSO meet the requirements listed in items 1 through 5 
and 8 through 11. In lieu of items 6 and 7 above, you must provide proof of the following two items. 

ALL non-certified applicants who have never passed a genetic counselor certification examination must provide on official 
copy of their transcript and either: 

A. MASTER'S DEGREE: Proof of a masters degree or higher in genetics/ genetic counseling or a related field and proof 
of continuous work as a genetic counselor for a minimum of thee CONTINUOUS years preceding the enactment of 
this section (December, 2008 through December, 2011). Verification of three continuous years of work as a genetic 
counselor must be verified by submitting copies of your Federal tax returns listing your occupation as a genetic 
counselor. 

OR 

B. BACHELOR'S DEGREE: Proof of a bachelor of science degree in genetics/genetic counseling or another related field 
and proof of continuous work as a genetic counselor for a minimum of ten CONTINUOUS years preceding the 
enactment of this section (December, 2001 through December, 2011). Verification of three continuous years of work 
as a genetic counselor must be verified by submitting copies of your Federal tax returns listing your occupation as a 
genetic counselor. 

ALL non-certified applicants who have never passed a genetic counselor certification examination must submit at least 
three letters of recommendation from individuals who have worked with the applicant in an employment setting and can 
attest to the applicant's competency in providing genetic counseling services as follows: 

A. At least one letter must be from a genetic counselor certified by the ABGC or ABMG (verification of the individuals' 
ABCG or ABMG certification must be included with the recommendation letter) who has worked with the applicant in an 
employment setting and can attest to the applicant's competency in providing genetic counseling services; 

B. At least one must be from either a clinical geneticist certified by ABMG or a medical geneticist certified by the ABMG 
(verification ofthe Individual's ABMG certification must be included with the Setter) who has worked with the applicant in 
an employment setting and can attest to the applicant's competency in providing genetic counseling services] 

C. One letter may be from an individual who has worked with the applicant in an employment setting and can attest to the 
applicant's competency in providing genetic counseling services. 

Each letter submitted must meet all the requirements listed above and include the 
required verification of certification for the individual submitting the recommendation. 
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STATE BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 

APPLICATION FOR A GENETIC COUNSELOR UCENSE 

Check the method by which you will be applying for licensure/registration: 

1 1 ^ s Gliiiioo^ 

Check the Board under which you are applying to be licensed: 

K̂ ;S|1̂  
Submit the appropriate fee via check or money order, made payable to the "Commonwealth of Pennsylvania." FEES ARE NOT 
REFUNDABLE. Note: A processing fee of $20 will be charged for any check or money order returned unpaid by your bank, 
regardless of the reason for non-payment. Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

NAME: 
Last First Middle 

ADDRESS: 
Street 

City State ZIP 

DATE OF BIRTH: 
Month Day Year 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

If ANY of your supporting documents may be submitted to the Board using another name(s), please list below: 

Middle 

NAME OF EDUCATION PROGRAM: 

ADDRESS OF PROGRAM: 

DATES OF 
ATTENDANCE: 

Month Day Year 

FROM ::TO; 

Day Year 

PDATE^OF&Oli; 
"GMiUlTslOi:: 

Day Year 

DATE ABGC or ABMG EXAM TAKEN: 
(if applicable) 

Month Day Year 
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YOU MUST ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 

If you answer "YES" to #2 through #7, provide complete details on a separate sheet of paper as well as certified copies of relevant 
documents. Sign and date below. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Do you hold or have you ever held a license, certification, or registration (active or inactive, current or expired) 
to practice this profession in any jurisdiction? 
If yes, list the iurisdiction(s) here: 

Have you ever withdrawn an application for a license, certificate or registration, had an application for a 
license denied or refused, or for any disciplinary reason agreed not to reapply for a license, certificate or 
registration in any profession in any state or jurisdiction? 

Have you ever had disciplinary action taken against your license, certificate or registration issued to you in any 
profession in any other state or jurisdiction? 

Have you ever been convicted, found guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere, or received probation 
without verdict or accelerated rehabilitative disposition (ARD) as to any felony or misdemeanor, including any 
drug law violations, or do you have any criminal charges pending and unresolved in any state or jurisdiction? 
You are not required to disclose any ARD or other criminal matter that has been expunged by order of a court. 

If you answer yes, you must obtain a criminal history background check for each state in which 
you have lived for the past 10 years and submit the report(s) with your application. 

Have you ever had practice privileges denied, revoked or restricted in a hospital or other health care facility? 
Have you been charged by a hospital, university, or research facility with violating research protocols, 
falsifying research, or engaging in other research misconduct? 

Are you, or have you ever been, addicted to the intemperate use of alcohol or to the habitual use of narcotics 
or other habit-forming drugs? Note: You may answer "NO" if you are currently a participant in or have 
successfully completed the requirements of any Pennsylvania Department of State Professional 
Health Monitoring Program. 

IffiPS l l l l l l 

Slll^ 
Note that disclosing your social security number on this application is mandatory in order for the Board to comply with the requirements 
of the federal Social Security Act pertaining to child support enforcement, as implemented in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at 23 
Pa. C.S. 4304.1(a). In order to enforce domestic child support orders, the Commonwealth's licensing boards must provide to the j 
Department of Public Welfare information prescribed by DPW about the licensee, including the social security number. Additionally, 
disclosing the number is mandatory in order for this board to comply with the reporting requirements of the federal National Practitioner 
Data Bank and the Healthcare Integrity and Protection Data Bank. Reports to the NPDB/HIPDB must include the licensee's social 
security number. 

I verify that the statements in this application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. I understand that 
false statements are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S. Section 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities and may-
result in the suspension or revocation of my license or certificate. 1 hereby authorize all hospitals, institutions or organizations, my 
references, personal physicians, employers (past and present), and all governmental agencies and instrumentalities (local, state, federal 
or foreign) to release to the Board any information, files or records requested by the Board. 

Signature of Applicant Date 

Printed Name of Applicant 
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VERIFICATION OF GENETIC COUNSELOR EDUCATION 

•^mm^S^^^mW^mSms^^Weji$^KB. 

NAME: 
Last First Middle 

NAME OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: 

ADDRESS: 
City State Zip 

Submit the verification of education form to your educational program and request the program return the 
::c6mble1l:edvform^irJteft 

S E C f l O N ^ f O ^ 

NAME OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: 

NAME OF STUDENT: 
Last First Middle 

DATE STUDENT BEGAN TO ATTEND THIS PROGRAM: 
Month Day Year 

DATE OF GRADUATION: 
Month Day Year 

I CERTIFY TllAT ALL OFT HE INFORMATION LISTED A^^ 

SIGNATURE OF DEAN/REGISTRAR: 

DATE: 
Month Day Year 

(Seal of Program) 

Upon completion, program must return this completed 
form directly to the Board in an official envelope. 

DO NOT RETURN THIS FORM 
TO THE APPLICANT 

r JRigtilar Mailing Address 
STATE BOARDlOKMEDieiNE 

STATE BOARDI OF bSTEOPiTHie MEDiClNE 

HAiRiSBURGyiP^^ElllOPZM 
; : # | M e ^ j e i ^ . 

J ^ / H f f O ^ : : 

STATE B O A R O O F MEDICINE 
STATE B O A R D ^ 0 ^ ^ i ^ & l l ^ & 0 E ^ s M 
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APPLICATION FOR A PROVISIONAL GENETIC COUNSELOR LICENSE 

PLEASE NOTE - In order to be eligible for a Provisional Genetic Counselor License, each applicant must: 

• Have been granted active candidate status which established eligibility to sit for the next available certification 
examination by the ABGC or the ABMG. 

• Practice ONLY under the supervision of a genetic counselor or a licensed physician until the person receives 
certification from the ABGC or the ABMG or two examination cycles have elapsed, whichever comes first 

Under no circumstances shall a person continue to practice on a provisional license upon 
notification that the person has not passed the examination within two examination cycles after 
receiving the provisional license. 

Submit the $50 application fee via check or money order, made payable to the "Commonwealth of Pennsylvania." FEES 
ARE NOT REFUNDABLE. Note: A processing fee of $20 will be charged for any check or money order returned unpaid 
by your bank, regardless ofthe reason for non-payment. Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

If documents will be submitted to the Board under a name different from your present name, submit a copy of the legal 
document evidencing the name change (i.e., marriage license, divorce decree, naturalization, etc.). 

Applicant must be at least 21 years of age. 

iiiiiiiii^ 
a license and you have obtained 10 issued 

PLEASE NOTE - If this application is not completed within six months, updates of certain sections and/or supporting 
documents will be required. If the application has not been completed within one year from the date it was received, 
applicants will be required to submit a new application (another application processing fee) and supporting documents, as 
necessary. 

Complete pages 1 and 2 ofthe application and submit to the Board with the appropriate fee. 

Contact the educational program where you completed an ABGC or ABMG-accredited master's or doctoral degree 
educational program in human genetics or genetic counseling and have the Verification of Genetic Education Program form 
along with an official transcript completed and sent directly to the Board in a sealed, official school envelope. 

Contact the state board office(s) where you hold or ever held licensure/certification to practice as a genetic counselor and 
request letters of good standing. The letter must include the following: license issue and expiration date, license status 
(current or expired) and disciplinary standing. The letter(s) of good standing must be sent directly to the Pennsylvania 
Board from each state board office in an official board envelope. 

Provide proof of professional liability insurance coverage through self-insurance, personally purchased insurance or 
insurance provided by your employer for the minimum amount of $1,000,000.00 per occurrence or claims made. The proof 
of insurance/certificate must include your name and indicate that you are covered (or will be covered once 
licensed) under the policy while performing genetic counseling services in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

ALL APPLICANTS must provide an official notification of information (Self Query) from the National Practitioner Data 
Bank/Healthcare Integrity and Protection Data Bank. Please refer to the NPDB-HIPDB website for additional information. 
When you receive the "Response to your Self Query," forward the entire report directly to the Board Office. (Verify 
that the "Response" is sent to the Board and not the discrepancy letter.) You should make a copy for your records. 

Attach a current Curriculum Vitae listing all periods of employment or unemployment .,.(U 
graduation from school to present The list must be in chronologic?! crde:*: induce, vrv -^r^r 
state/territory in.wh'ch the employment occurred. 

..child- rearing, . etc.) from 
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STATE BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC: MEDICINE 
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APPLICATION FOR A PROVISIONAL GENETIC COUNSELOR LICENSE 

Check the Board under which you are applying to be licensed: 

D State Board of Medicine D State Board of Osteopathic Medicine 

Submit the $50 fee via check or money order, made payable to the "Commonwealth of Pennsylvania." FEES ARE NOT 
REFUNDABLE. Note: A processing fee of $20 will be charged for any check or money order returned unpaid by your bank, 
regardless ofthe reason for non-payment. Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

NAME: 
Last First Middle 

ADDRESS: 
Street 

City State ZIP 

DATE OF BIRTH: 
Day 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

If ANY of your supporting documents may be submitted to the Board using another name(s), please list below: 

First 

NAME OF EDUCATION PROGRAM: 

ADDRESS OF PROGRAM: 

DATES OF 
ATTENDANCE: 

Month Day Year 

FROM WM 

Month Day 

DATE ABGC or ABMG EXAM 
TAKEN/TO BE TAKEN: (if applicable) 

Month Day Year 
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YOU MUST ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 

if you answer "YES" to #2 through #7, provide complete details on a separate sheet of paper as well as certified copies of relevant 
documents. Sign and date below. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Do you hold or have you ever held a license, certification, or registration (active or inactive, current or expired) 
to practice this profession in any jurisdiction? 
If yes, list the iurisdiction(s) here: 

Have you ever withdrawn an application for a license, certificate or registration, had an application for a 
license denied or refused, or for any disciplinary reason agreed not to reapply for a license, certificate or 
registration in any profession in any state or jurisdiction? 

Have you ever had disciplinary action taken against your license, certificate or registration issued to you in any 
profession in any other state or jurisdiction? 

Have you ever been convicted, found guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere, or received probation 
without verdict or accelerated rehabilitative disposition (ARD) as to any felony or misdemeanor, including any 
drug law violations, or do you have any criminal charges pending and unresolved in any state or jurisdiction? 
You are not required to disclose any ARD or other criminal matter that has been expunged by order of a court. 

'f you answer yes, you must obtain a criminal history background check for each state in which 
you have lived for the past 10 years and submit the report(s) with your application. 

Have you ever had practice privileges denied, revoked or restricted in a hospital or other health care facility? 
Have you been charged by a hospital, university, or research facility with violating research protocols, 
falsifying research, or engaging in other research misconduct? 

Are you, or have you ever been, addicted to the intemperate use of alcohol or to the habitual use of narcotics 
or other habit-forming drugs? Note: You may answer "NO" if you are currently a participant in or have 
successfully completed the requirements of any Pennsylvania Department of State Professional 
Health Monitoring Program. 

l l j l l l l l H^S 

I 
j 

^ ^ 

Note that disclosing vour social security number on this application is mandatory in order for the Board to comply with the requirements 
of the federal Social Security Act pertaining to chiid support enforcement, as implemented in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at 23 j 
Pa. C.S. 4304.1(a). In order to enforce domestic child support orders, the Commonwealth's licensing boards must provide to the 
Department of Public Welfare information prescribed by DPW about the licensee, including the social security number. Additionally, 
disclosing the number is mandatory in order for this board to comply with the reporting requirements of the federal National Practitioner 
Data Bank and the Healthcare integrity and Protection Data Bank. Reports to the NPDB/HIPDB must include the licensee's social 
security number. 

I verify that the statements in this application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. I understand that 
false statements are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S. Section 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities and may 
result in the suspension or revocation of my license or certificate. 1 hereby authorize all hospitals, institutions or organizations, my 
references, personal physicians, employers (past and present), and all governmental agencies and instrumentalities (local, state, federal 
or foreign) to release to the Board any information, files or records requested by the Board. 

Signature of Applicant Date 

Prlnte d Name-of Aopifcant 



(07/2013) 

VERIFICATION OF GENETIC COUNSELOR EDUCATION 

W^^MK^^^^m^^m^mmm^m: 
NAME: 

Last First Middle 

NAME OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: 

ADDRESS: 
City State Zip 

§Sii|mitt 
:::Cplm6ieteHfe^ 
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NAME OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: 

NAME OF STUDENT: 
Last 

_L 

First Middle 

DATE STUDENT BEGAN TO ATTEND THIS PROGRAM: 
Month Day Year 

DATE OF GRADUATION: 
Month Day Year 

I ^ E R M F Y THAT ALL OF THE INFORM 

SIGNATURE OF DEAN/REGISTRAR: 

DATE: 
Month Day Year 

(Seal of Program) 

Upon completion, program must return this completed 
form directly to the Board in an official envelope. 

DO NOT RETURN THIS FORM 
TO THE APPLICANT 

fM::S|;Rleg:ila^ 

STATEiBOlRDlol 6 | f EOPA^HiC MEbiClNE 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BUREAU OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS 

STATE BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 
Post Office Box 2649 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-2649 
(717) 783-4858 

December 12, 2013 

The Honorable Silvan B. Lutkewitte, III, Chairman 
INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW COMMISSION 
14th Floor, Harristown 2, 333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101 

Re: Proposed Regulation 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine 
16A-5328 GENETIC COUNSELORS 

Dear Chairman Lutkewitte: 

Enclosed is a copy of a proposed rulemaking package ofthe State Board of Osteopathic 
Medicine pertaining to Genetic Counselors. 

The Board will be pleased to provide whatever information the Commission may require 
during the course of its review ofthe rulemaking. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffery A. Heebner, D.O., Chairperson 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine 

JAH/TL:ld 
Enclosure 
cc: Travis N. Gery, Esq., Acting Commissioner 

Professional and Occupational Affairs 
Patricia Allen, Director of Policy, Department of State 
Steven V. Turner, Chief Counsel 
Department of State 

Cynthia Montgomery, Regulatory Counsel 
Department of State 

Wesley J. Rish, Counsel 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine 
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