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IRRC Number: ;?Oq/

(3) Short Title

Farm %:\I(ts and ()(( up: m(nml Health Tuition Assistance Program (“FSTAP”)

(/) A Code Cite ()) /\m ney Contacts & ‘Telephone Numbers
7 Pa.Cods, Chapter 13811, - 138113, Primary Contact: John Tacelosky 717-772-5217

SL‘« (m(l{ny C ontact: Phl”l)) Pll/(‘] 717-772-5200

Jlth(l(lOll

((\ l\p\ of Rulemaki nw ((:h(,:(:l-; one) (/) Tsa 120 Day I mcw(,n(y
Allached?

Proposed Ralemaking, iz
Fnal Order Adopling, Regulation X No X
Finel Osder, Proposcd Rulamalang Omiticd Yes: By the Atlorney General

Yes: By the Governor

(u) Hn\ .h Cx ]?]nl“ he u‘“ul xlmn m cleai and nnnl(dmu al ]anpnas'c..

This regulation establishes ariteria for a grant program for the puipose of awarding tuition assistance
erants (o rural cnergency service providers, farmers, members of farm familics, farm Jaborers and
others involved in agricultural production who attend farm safety and occupational health training and
anergency response programs. The regulation cstablishes the procedurcs governing subinission,
processing and review of grant applications. In addition, it scts forth the documentation required to
accompany such applications, cligibility criteria for determining grant amounts and notification and
reporling requircments.

(9) state (he statut ory authomy for the 1(,gu]ahon and any relevant state or federal court decisions.

The Y¥arm Salety and QOccupational Health Act (“Act”)(3 P.S. §§ 1901-1915). Section 6(a) 3 P.S. §
1906(a)) of the act scts forth the specific awthority for the FSDIP.

There are no state or federal court decistons regarding this regulation.

- | _
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“Regulatory Analysis Form

(] ()) ]q 1hc 1c,guhhon mdnddtcd by any federal or state law or cowri (ndcr or fcdcnal 1cpulat10n‘7 If yes ]
cite the specific law, case or regulation, and any deadlines for action.

The Farm Safety and Occupational Health Act (“Act”)(3 P.S. §§ 1901-1915) confers upon the
Scerctary of Agricullure (“Scerctary”) the authorily to promulgate regulations necessary to implement
and administer the act. Scetion 6(a) of the act (3 P.S. § 1906(a)) states that the Scerelary may establish
a grant program to providce tuition assistance to yural emergency service providers, farmers, members of
farm familics, farm Jaborers and others involved in agricultural production o attend farm safety and
occupational health training and CINCIGENCY FCSPONSC PIOZTams.

(1) Vixplam the compeliing public inferest (hat justifics the re culation. What is the problem’ it
addresses?

‘The compelling public interest addressed by this regulation 3s reducing and preventing injurics in the
agrrcultural industry. Agricaltare is the Nation”s most hazardous industry and farming accounts for 80
perecent of Agriculiure’s injury toll. The agricultuve industry’s work death yate 1s 22 percent higher than
the second most hazardous industry. From 1990 through 1995 at least 249 Commonweallh citizens Jost
thair e fo havzards associated with farming. In 1994 alone, there were 5,100 imjurics and 250
poermancnl disabibity ijunces related to farming. The core concept of the FSTAY 15 1o provide the
maximn educaiional outreach o the fanm community at minimum costs. Grant moncy under this
repulation vl po to yoral emergency seivice providers, Tarmers, memboers of farm familics, fam
1zborers and ofhiers snvolvad in apricultural production 1o attend farm safety and ocenpational health
iraining and cimergency vesponse programs. FSTAP grants provide av incentive to people 1n the
aprcitiural industey to attend educational prograns, secl as those developed unde the Farm Salety and
Oceupational Tlealth Developmental and Instructional Program. These programs focus on emergency
yesponse techniques, recognition aud avoidance of fann hazards and preventative measures to reduee or
climmate the most comman canscs of discases, imjurics, disabilitics and death related fo farming
activitics, Suchoprograms will yeduce the rafe 01 vy, disabihty and death i the agneultaral mdustry.
The agncaltural commmity and the gencral public both benefit from cducation and programs that

redoee myunes, disabilitics and death,

(I') CState ﬂmpubh( ])((xlﬂ; sale iy environmental or s'(.:
nonrcgulation.

‘The rate of farm accidents, disability, injury, death and discase will continue to incrcase. The
FSTAYP is a very effective way 1o encourage farmers, farm familics and others involved in agricultaral
production to atiend fann safcty and occupational healih programs and seminars. ducational programs
are a low cost and cffcctive means of reducing the injurics, disabilities, death and discases associated
with the 'xgucu}(mal industry. )
“(33) Describe who will benefit from the regulation. (Quantify the bencfits as compleicly as possible
and approximate the number of people who will benefit.)

The regulation benefits the entire farm comnunily and the general public in the manner described in
the answers to questions (11) and (12). The farm community and general public benelit throngh better
training and knowledge of techniques which prevent injuries, disabilitics and deaths. The number of
individuals to benefit by the regulation will be related to the number of grant applications reccived and
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(13) Continued

approved and the number and type of programs implemented. As set forth in the answer to question
(20) and detailed in the answer (o question (202), the potential savings 1o the regulated community and
the general public is $816,000 per year, This is a very conservative cstimate. The cstimate is bascd on
National Safety Council data. The Department’s saving cstimate is arrived at by presuming the FSTAP
and the cducational programs aticnded will prevent onc death and onc disabling injury per year. Itis
likely the program will be much inore effective. The costs associated will be minimal. The costs will
be paper work costs, admimistrative costs and puplementation costs. The acconnting and paperwork is
simple and should not require the grant recipient o incur any Jegal or consulting fees.

_ Regulatory Analysis Form

(14) Describe who will be adver rsely affected by the regulation. (Qurnmfy the adverse offects as
complelely as possible and approximate the munber of people who will be adversely affected.)

The TSTAP 35 a voluntary program. Only those gualified entities which submil an apphcation and
arc approved (o receive a FSTAT grant, will be subjeet o the vepulation. The repulation is not onerous
and thic approved applicant is cligible to recave $100 towards tition charged for a fanm safety or
occupational health traming or cducational program. The program encowrages increased attendance af
farm safety and occupational health educational and training programns. Increased attendance at such
programs will benefit the agnealtural comimamty and the general public through decreased farm
m]m sr< (hsnh.lmc and dc alh«

@ ’w) Vast the pu<(m' 5 EYOUNS OF r entitics that will be uqun(,(n 1o um;ply with the. w”u]dtl(m
(Approximalte the munber of people who will be reauired to comply )

Section 6{a) of the act provides the Jist of persons, groups and eniities eligible to reccive 8 KSTAP
avant. Ruval anergeney scivice providors, facmoers, mesbers of farm fanilics, ooy Jaborers and othors
urvolved i agricualtural production, who attend a farui salcty or occupational health training or
cducational progran e cigible for FSTAY grants. The FSTAP 1s a voluntary program. Only those

-

quahiicd entitics which subsnit an application and arc approved to yeeecive & FSTAP grant, will be
subpc‘(t to the mynl.m(m

(16) Desenbe the communications with and ; mpm from the pubh( in the dcv(lopmcn( and drafting of
the regulation. Last the persons and/or gronps who were mvolved, if apphcable.

"Che Farm Safcty and Qceupational Healtl Advisory Board, which is composed of the Sceretary of
Agricullure, the Secrctary of 13calth, three farnicrs who represent different statewide farm organizations,
arcpresentative of an agricultural equipraent manufacturer or dealer, a farm insurance representative, a
rural youth organization representative, a manufacturer or dealer of agricultural chemicals, a vocational
agriculture instructor, an emergency service provider representative, the direetor of PEMA - and the dean
of the College of Agriculiural Sciences of The Pennsylvania Statc University, was involved mn the
review and promulgation.of this regulation. :

(17) Provide a specific estimate of the costs and/or savings to the regulated community associated with
compliance, including any legal, accounting or consulting procedurcs which may be required.

As set forth in the answer to question (20) and detailed in the answer 1o question (20a), the potential
savings 1o the regulated community is $816,000 per year. This is a very conservative estimate. The
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(17) Continued

estimate is based on National Safety Council data. The Department’s savings cstimate is arrived at by
preswming that the incentives offered by the FSTAP will encourage increased attendance al farm safety
and occupational health training and cducational programs. The projected savings will be attained if
such merecased attendance results in the prevention of one death and onc disabling injury per year. It is
likely the program will be much more cffective. The costs associated will be minimal. The costs will
be paper work and development costs. Only those persons who apply and arc approved will be subject
to the regulation and approved applicants may receive up to $100 annually 1n toition reimbursement.
The application process and accounting and paperwork yequiremcnts are simple and should not require
the grant lcm}mnt {o mun any Jegal or comnlluw fecs.

_ Roqu!aton y Anaiysxf; Form
(1) Provide Sp( ceific cstimate of the costs and/or savings 10 jocal govunm(,nls associated with
comphance, including any Jegal, accounting or consalling procedurcs which may be vequired.

The regulation will impose no cosls and have no fiscal impact upon local governments. Local
povernments are not required to comply with the regulations. Only those chigible applicants who apply
for a grant and reccive a grant are subjeet to the regulations. Although, not speeifically quantifiable,

i s

Jocal governments will benefit Onongh doeercased farm related deaths, (hmbllm(» and amjurics.

(19) Provide a specific estimate of the costs and/or savings (o state govermment associated with the
mnplementation of e regulation, including any Joeal, accounting, or constliing, procedures which may
be yequired. ..

Savings:
e potential savings e quantiied and cxplained in answers (o quesiions 20, 20(a) and 20(b).
Costs:

The regulation will imposc minihnal costs and have a minumal fiscal imspact upon the
Commaomwealth, mcluding projacted increasces in program costs. The Departiment has a continuing,
appropriation for nse in developing the FSTAP. At this time, the Department will devote $20,000 per
year {0 the FSTAP. The paperwork and administrative costs are minimal. The savings to state
governnient associated with implementation of the regulation again is not specifically guantifiable other
than to reforence the projected savings associated with preventing one death and one injury per year.
‘Training and cducation directly catering to the necds of the agricuttural community and the unique
hazards associated with the agricultural industry will save lives and prevent injurics and disabilities.
Such programs are priceless and scrve to enhance the health, safety and well-being of the entire
communily. The FSTAP provides an additional incentive to atiend such programs.
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Sl o : . “Regulatory:Analysis.;Form
(20) In 1hc table bclow 1)1ov1dc an cstimatc of the fiscal savings and cosls associated with
implementation and compliance for the regulated community, local government, and state government
for the current year and five subscquent years.

Current Iy ¥Y -+ Y +2 FY 13 FY +4 FY 15
Year Year Year Year Year Year

_SAVINGS: S $ I $ hY A} .
Regulated 810,000 816,000 810,000 $10.000 810,000 616,000 |
Local Government -0 -0- -0 - -0- -0~ -0-
State Government -0~ -0- 1 -0 - - - -0- 0~
(l((z)l;\llod\ ngs 1L 816,000 1 816,000 | 816,000 1 816,000 _1_.. hlﬁ,QOQ__,_...8.1-6.,0&(!._
Regulated 0. SO I P S R R Y

Tocal Gover nmcm b 0 N _»()‘ -0 L (R R
Siale (xmnmm_tnL 7() ()()\) et ?() ()()() )() 0oo )() ()O()___H 20000 | 20 ()0()
101«\] ( (M( .__.)_..O,( 00 _.__Z(),( 00| Z.Q,.( 00 120,000 _|..20 ,(VU,O, e} 200000
)\("'“ld“‘d I SR LR A E e N 0 R Q,'_‘,,_,.___ O 0 R R {
1oceal ('”"“ ”m(“‘ O T S RN CEC v___:__O_ Q-0 -
State Govermment___ | 0. | 0. KT DT (T SURUIT ¢ R RN
Crotal Reyemedaossesn s Qoo b o b b0 e Qs Qi)

(02) 1plain how the cost estimates Jisted above were derived.
Savines:

.‘-i;a\“mw csinnates are based on National Safcty Council data indicating (hat one death costs 5790,000
in Jost wages, medical and funsral cxpanses, yeplacoment Tabor, lost production, investigalions,
government subsidics and imsurance (Lmn% cic. and ong disabling injury presents costs of $26,000.
Recont cavveys supoest that Pesmsylvania has 42 Gangovelated deaths annually and 4.200 imgaries thast
yestlire 2 Jeast one Jost schood or woikday. These injury cases are defined as disabling injuncs. Vhese
statistics result i estimated Josses of §33,180,000 for deaths and $709,200,000 from injuvics annnally.
Provention of just one death and onc injury saves socioty $8316,000.

Costs:

Costs essociated with this yegulation arc based on actnal amonnts available and budgeted for grant
applicants. Grant proposals will be evaluated and approved based on the eriteria stated in the act and
the regulaion. An application must be filed for cach farm safely or oceunpational health traiming or
cducational program atiended in order 1o reccive BSTAP grants. Repeat applicants should demonstrale
the cowmrse attended provided new and movative training and/or educational methods and/or quantify
additional benefits derived from the program. '
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""Regulatory .Analysis Form’

(?Ob) Ty owdc lhe ])d‘;l thr(‘c -year expenditure history for programs affected by the regulation.

J‘hcrc‘zs no mcvmus C)\pf‘n(huno]nc;tmy f01 the FSTAP. ISTAP J$ & NEW programn.

Pr 0;;1 am

Iy -3

FY -2

FY -1

Current ¥Y

()l) iy wuo the cost-benefit information pmvxd(‘d above, explain how the benefits of the Tegulation
outwaigh the adverse eficets and costs.

The cost of adimimstering the progran is projocted to be $20,000 per year plus minimal
adnunistrative and record keeping costs. “The potential benefit to the farming community and the
general public 1s @ savings of $816,000, and this figwe presumes that only one life will be saved and
one disabling npury prevented. Agriculie rankss munber 1 as the Nalion?’s most dangerons profession.
According to the National Safety Conncil, growers and fava workers carn their living in a scetor of the
ceonomy whaoic one porson 1 2,000 dies as 2 yesalt of ai occupationat aceident. The FSTAP s
desipned (o provide additional ineentives for manbers of the agricottural cormaity 1o attend proprams
that promofe spnculinral wother safciy and ocenpations! hoalth by providing cducabional programs,
which cinphasize auick responsencihnds and preventative salety praciices 1o the agricuffural
CThe TSTAY works with new and existing farm safety
farin safely issues

GO HllUlHl\’ and ¢ JHCTgeney 80 \'1((‘ [RANSAS J(l(,l
programs 1o asseie the fanm community is provided with sensible solofions fo addriess
and agnciliursd cocupationad heelth conecems and will do so st minimal cost {o ihe Lum cormmunity, the
grant rechunents and the general public, Inaddition, e FSTAYP provides a mintinal repulatory approach
to the farn safcty and occupational health probilenn.

(’/) Describe the Jmm(wul Hory alicratives constdered and Tihe costs associaled with (hose alernatives.
eyeasons for their dismissal,

i

Provide the

The act provides for specific grant and loan programs to address the problem of Fanm Safety and
Occupational Health, The act vequires such programs to be adiministered through regalations.
‘Therefore, no nonregulatory aliematives were considered. 1he FSTAY regulations only apply o grant
recipients and provide a minimal yegulatory approach to the farm safety and occupational health
problem. The costs associated with not pursning the programs delincated in the act, arc increascd or al
Jeast sustained costs of death and injury related to agricultural operations.

—

() %) Describe allernative regulatory schemes considered and the cosls associated with those schemes.
Provide the reasons for their dismissal.

The act is very definitive with regard to the progorams allowed and the parameters and criteria of
those programs. The regulations define and set forth those parameters and criteria.
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(23) Continued
Strict Regulatory Control Alternative:

OSHA on the farm would be diametrically apposed by Pennsylvania’s farming community as
overburdensome governnient regulation. QSITA regulations may imposc restrictions that would limit a

faricy’s ability to grow certain crops or produce cerlain typcs of livestock. Overly restuictive
repulations would only add to the farm community’s cconomic struggle for profitability. In light of
Pennsylvania’s agricultural diversity, strict OSHA regulations would be virlually impossible to
promulgate equably, thus potentially creating an arlificial shift in agricultural production. The
alternatives considered would result in higher agriculture production costs and ngher costs to the
constimer. The major bencfits 1o be derived from the FSTAP include Jocal farm safcty networking,
cnhanced {echnological information and ANSWerS o guestions regarding best management safcly
practices and a decrcase v farmclated injuries, disabilitics and death. In addition, FSTAP provides a
minimal repulatory approach to the fann safcty and occupational health problem.

quui imv Anai\,mn. tr‘mm
(//') Are here mly ]n ovisions thal are morc strigent than foderal standards? 3 y('», Jd(nhfy the
spearfic provisions and the compelling Pennsylvama interest that demands stronger regulation.

Nao.

(25) How docs s H’.'v;_",l'l.};'!ii(;!'l (.':;.i-i;‘l]).Zi.('(: with those of othor stales? Will the cht!uuow pu( Penus \’l\'(l)l—l(—lm
at o competiiive disadvantaen with othor states?

The adoption of the KSTAV nd Hs regulations will help Pemisylvama agsume o ]("vl('mhjp role
conong other stales w the Yar Sadety and Ocenpational Health arca Uhe cegnlation, i conpunction
wilh the Fanm Safety and Oceupztional Healih Developroeatal and nsiraction:] Program and the Faving
Safety and Occupational Health Smaelt Grants Progiam, will dearesse the nomber of injuries, disabihitics
sod deaths related (o faon accidents, The coste imposed on the regulated commmunmity are minimal. The
vegilation will ot put Penmsylvauiz at a compeitive disadvantage with other states, “The regulation
does not impose any costs on the fanm connnusity. The regulation, as explained previously, will save
moncy {or the regulated commmmunity, the farn community and the gencral public through education and
trarning with regard to fapn accidents and occupational health harzards. Programs 1o train and educate
the farm community will deercase death rates and disabling injunics on the farm and in the conumunity.

(26) Will the regulation affecl existing or proposed regulations of 1he promulg yaling agency or other
state agencies? 1f yes, explain and provide specific cifations.

‘The regulation will work in conjunction with the proposed regulations regarding the Farm Safety and
Occupational Health Developmental and Instructional Program and the Farm Safety and Occupational
Health Small Grants Program to decrease the number of injuries, disabilitics and deaths related to farm
accidents, No other regulations of this agency or any other agency will be effected.
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(27) Will any public hearings or informational meetings be scheduled? Please provide the dates, times,
and locations, if available.

No cxccp( as 1cquned by 1he Independent Regulatory Review Commlssmn

A : . Regulatory AnalysisForm ‘ :
(?E») WJ]] ﬂm 1cg,u]a(1on (hamvc existing reporting, record keeping, or other paperwork lcqulr(:lnults’) o
Describe the changes and attach copies of forms or reports which will be required as a resull of
implementation, if available.

The regulation requires minimal paperwork, accounting and reporting requirements. Many of the
requirements follow standard accounting proccdures implemented and adopted throughout the .
Conunonwealth. The reporting and record keeping requirements will follow thase set forth in the
regnlation, which are similar to record keeping and reporting requirements of other grant programs
admmnistered by the Department.

(29) Pleasc list { any special proy isions which have been ¢ wc]()p(d to mect the pmll(uhn needs of
alfecied groups or persons including, but not Inited to, minonitics, clderly, small businesses, and
farmors.

The FSTAP yecopnizes special need groups and persons through AgrAbility for Penmsylvamans,
whichiis part of a natjonal information and technology network for larmers, fann workers and famly
mentbers who are continuing to favm despile on-poing, physical or medical difficoltics. Al farmers,
regardicss of their race, pender, age or nationality will benelit frann the educational and training,
programs encotyagcd and funded by the FSTAP. By the very natuie of the community and people the
FSTAR serves, it cators 1o simall basinesses and simall and raral commumibies (e, Tanmly farms and rural

and volu teer fire and mcfh(,dl Care |>|m'm< 1%)

)() What is the antic qmiu cffective date of the ywnh.tm 1; the date by which ﬁ(;mphan( e will the
u,f::.wl‘-mon will be required; and the date by winch any 1(,<|1m'cd permits; hicenses or other approvals
must be obtained?

Upon passing through the regulatory review process, the repulation will take effect innnediately.
This regrlation 1s not controversial and we expect linal approval and promalgetion of this regulation by
Deoember of 1999, The repolation scts forth the eriteria for grant application review and processing,
The ESTAY is & voluntary program. Only those eligible persons who apply and whose grant proposal is
acceepted will be subject (o the rogula tion. There arc no pamils o hice w"x]c"nmcd
(31) Provide the schedule for confinual review of the regulation. S

Grant recipients are required to provide the Dcpmmmm with a final report. The final report shall
ichude pertinent documentation and a nawrative report describing the traiing or educational program
atiended, its effecliveness and the experience gained and knowledpe acquired. The Depariment will use
such reports to judge the effectiveness of the FSTAP and any changes which, may be needed to the
regulatory criteriadn order to make the program more offective. In addition, scetion 5(c) 3 P.S. §
1905(c)) of the act requires the Scerctary to submit an annual report to the chairmen for the House and
Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee. The report must set forth the Department’s actions in
admmstration and operation of the act. 'The 1cpml is to include a sununary of program activilics,
statistics on farm accidents and occupational injuries and discases, an asscssment of the number of
persons parlicipaling in the programs devcloped under the act, recommendations o increase acceptance
and utilization of the programs and any comments, rccommendations or assessments which the advisory
board submits for inclusion in the ieport.
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TITLE 7 — Agriculture
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
{7 PA. CODE CH 138i]
Farm Safety and Occupational Health Tuition Assistance Program

The Department of Agiiculture (Department), heieby cstablishes regulations
authorized and required under the act of December 12, 1994, P.L. 944, No. 134, known
as the Farm Safety and Occupational Health Act (act) (3 P.S. §§ 1901-1915).

Authority

‘The Department has the power and authority to adopt these regulations. This
authority includes:

(1) The general authority to adopt rules and yegulations conferred by scction 5 of
the act (3 .S, § 1905), which delincates the dutics of the Scerctary of
Agnculture (Sceretary) and diveets the Scerctary to "..adopt and promulgate
any regulations which may be necessary to implement and admiwster the
act.”

(2) The specific authority conferred by section 6{a) of the act (3 P.S. § 19006(x))
which, authorizes the Scerctary to establish a graul program to provide taition
assistance to rural anergency scrvice providers, farmers, members of farm
familics, farm Jaborers and others mvolved m agricoltural production to
attend fanm salcly and occupational hicalth raiming and enicrgency responsc
programs.

(3) The specific duty and authority as set forih at section 6(d) of the act
(3 2.5, § 1906(d)}, which 1equires ihe Scerclary (o adopt and prounlgate

reoniations to govern the awarding of grants under section 6 of the acl.

Need for the Ecgulafions

The regulations delineate the objectives of the Farm Safety and Gecupational
Health Tuition Assistance Program (FSTAP) and cstablish the procedures governing the
subinission, processing and review of grant applications. In addition, the regulations set
forth the documentation required to accompany such applications, ehgibility criteria,
crifetia and verification, cancellation, notification and reporiing requirements. The
regulations assure fair and impartial review of FSTAP grant applications. These
regulations establish a program which will make funds available to raral emergency
service providers, farmmcers, members of farm families, farm Jaborers and others involved
in agricultural production who attend farm safety and occupational health training and
cmergency responsc programs intended to facilitate avoidance and elimination of farming
hazards. The Commonwealth’s approximatcly 51,000 farms arc the foundation of a $35
billion ndustry, employing over 650,000 workers in farming and related scrvices, food
processing and food wholesale and retail sales. 'T'he National Safcty Council reports
Agriculture as this Nation's most hazardous industry with a work dcath rate 22% higher



than the second most hazardous industry, mining and quarrying. Farming accounts for
over 80% of Agriculiure's injury toll. From 1990 through 1995 at least 249
Commonwealth citizens have lost their life to hazards associated with farming. The
victims included 17 infants, toddlers and preschoolers - - all under 5 years of age.
Another 29 viclims were at lcast 75 years of age. The oldest was 89 ycars old. In 1994, a
Statewide survey showed onc in every ten farm operations in the Commonwecalth had at
Icast one recordable work-related injury. Even more startling was that approximately 5%
of those injurics resulted in some type of permanent disability {o the victim. The
numbers cvidence the need for farm safety and occupational health programs. In 1994
alone, there were a total of 5100 injuries and 250 permancnt disability injuries related 1o
farming. Thercfore, the regulations should ultimately benefit both the farming
community and the gencral public.

In summary, the Department is satisfied there 1s a need for the regulations, and
that they are otherwise consistent with Exccutive Order 1996-1, “Regulatory Review and
Promulgation.”

Comments

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking was published at 30 Pennsylvania Bulletin 771
(February 12, 2000, sud provided (o1 a 30-day public comment period.

Cormuents were receivad from (he Independent Rogulatory Review Comnmission
(IRRC) and the Pennsylvania Finergency Neallly Services Council.

Coniient: IRRC commented that the phrase “ihe Scerctary or a desiginee” had
been used in vartous poilions of the text of he regulation (sechions 13802, 138617,

13618, and 132:0.10) and suggested the fe

Respor:se: The Depaviment made three changes to the final-forns regulations with
regard Lo this comment. First, the Departosent defined “designee” 1 section 1381.2
(regarding Dafinitions). Second, the Department, at section 1381.2 (regarding,
Deimitions) redefined the term “Scerctary™ by adding .. or s designec” to the
definition. Pursvant to those changes the third change was to delete thie phrase “or his
desipnee” from all veferences to the Sceretary, throughout the text of the regulation. The
result of the thice changes is that the regulation is easicer to read and more concise and all
references Lo the Seerctary are now mterpreted to mean the Sceretary or whomever he
appoints or assigns to carry out his dutics under the regulations.

Contment: JRRC commented that the teom “Board” in the defimitions section of
the regulation and the term “Advisory Board” in the Act both refer to the “Farm Safcty
and Occupational Health Advisory Board”. They suggested that for consistency with the
statute, the Department should replace the term “Board” with the term “Advisory Board”.



Response: The Department agrecs the terms in the regulations should be
consistent with the terms in the Act. The Dcpartment has changed the term “Board” to
“Advisory Board” in scction 1381.2 (regarding Definitions). In addition, in the final-form
regulations all references to “Board” have been changed to “Advisory Board”.

Comment: IRRC commented that the definition of “Farm laborer” was not
consistent with other proposed chapters of the Department’s regulations. Specifically,
IRRC advised that with regard to the FSTAP the last sentence in the definition of “Farm
labor” read, in part: “...or a farm product as defined in 1 Pa.C.S. § 19917, but that in the
Departinent’s other two proposed 1fann Safety and Occupational Health regulations the
definition of “Farm labor” read: ...or any farm product as defined in 1 Pa.C.S. § 1991.
IRRC suggested that for consistency the Department’s regulations should use cither “a”
or “any” but not both, in this definition.

Response: The Depaviment has no objection to this comment. The Department
€, 9

will use “a” and has madc this change in all three of the Farm Safety and Occupational
Health final-form regulations.

Comment: IRRC commented thal the definition of “Members of farm familics”,
sct forth i scetion 1381.2 (regarding Delfmitions) of the final-form regulations was
confusing and that there was a confhict between plaral and singular nouns in the
definition. The definiion included a phrase “.collateral velation of the first degree....”
IRRCHound this confusing and sugpeested the Depariment replace the phrase with
“meces, nephows and grandehifdren” and any others the Department would want
included o the defimtion. In addition, IRRC conunented that there was a conflict
between plural and stipolar nouns io the tenn “Members of farm families” and the first
phrase of the definition which read: “Any son, davghier oy sponse of a farmer...”

Pesponse: 'The Department belicves the phrase “collateral relation of the first
degree” is specific and should remain i the definition. However, 10 response to IRRC’s
concern for clarty the Deparbuent has added: “...(such a5 nicces, nephews and
grandchildren) .7 to the definition. We belicve this should address the clarity issuc
while at the same time keeping the definition spectfic and parrow. With regard 1o
IRRC’s concern regarding a conflict between plural and singular nouns in the definition
of “Members of farm familics”, the Department changed the phrase “Members of farm
famihes” 1o “Members of favm family” and retained the singular form of the words
“...son, daughter or spousc of 2 farmer...” in the definition. The Department believes
this change 1s less confusing than amcoding the words in the definttion to read . . .sons,
daughters and sponuses of a fanner...”



Comment: 1RRC commented that for clarity the contents of what was section
1381.8(c) (relating to Grant application requirements) under the proposed regulations,
should be moved to what was scction 1381.6 (relating to Applications) under the proposed
regulations. JRRC commented that alicrnatively the Department counld create a new
scclion captioned “Application requircments” following what was section 138i.6 under
the proposed regulations.

Response: The Department agrees with this recommendation and has
implemented the suggestion by moving what was scetion 1381.8(¢) (relating to Grant
application requirements) under the proposed regulations, to what is now section 138.5(b)
m the final-form regulations. It should be noted that scetion 138.5 in the final-form
regalation still relates to Applications and is the same as scetion 1381.6 under the
proposed regulation. The section number was changed as a result of another suggestion
by IRRC which required the Department to dclete scction 138.1 (relating to Authority) in
the proposed regulations.

Comment: IRRC commoented that subsections 1385.6(a) and (b) require the
applicants to compete and submit application forms provided by the Department but, the
regulaions do not Jist the basic m{oymation that will be required on the application form.
IRRC suggested the Department should jnclude basic information on the contents of the
application form i this seetion,

Response: 'The Departnient knows of no requirement that au agency include a
swmpic of an application form in the regulation. 1n addition, the Department will
formutaic and provide the application form 1o the applicant. The application form will
notily the applicant of the information required.  The Departiment also believes that the
Lasic ntormation needed onan application form is outhned at section 138.5(0) of the
fhiat-form regulations and that fucther information as 1o content 1s supplied througchoud
the repulations such as seetions 1381.3 (relating to Limitation on grants) and 138i.6(d)
reparding factors to be considered by the Department when reviewing a grant. Scction
1381.6(b)(3) of the final-Torm regulations also scts forth a procedinre for notifyimg
apphicanis whoen a grant application is incomplete and provides additional time for the
apphicant to supply any missing information. ‘therefore, the Department believes the
hinal-form regulations are sufficiently specific and the applicant has sufficient notice with
1egard (o the content of the application.

Contment: 1IRRC commented that what was subsection 1381.6(d) (relating 1o
Application deadlines) under the proposcd regulations, was unclear as to it intent and
should provide a specific cutoff time with regard o the accepiance of applications. IRRC
suggested the Department should clarify the deadline in final-form regulations.

Response: The intent of the language of section 1381.6(d) (regarding Application
deadline) was to allow the Department sufficient time to review and approve or
disapprove an application for a tuition assistance grant and at the same time not imposc a
stringent deadline that would preclude potential grant recipients from receiving a tuition
assistance grant. The Dcpartment was attempting to be as flexible as possible with this



deadline because in many instances potential recipients of farm safely tuition assistance
grants will have short notice with regard to the farm safety course for which they want to
apply. In response to IRRC’s concerns the Department revised the language of this
scction (now section 1381.5(c)) to sct the deadline at 30 days prior to the date of the
projcct the applicant wishes to attend. In addition, in an attempt to remain flexible the
Departiment added Janguage allowing the Seerctary 1o, “...approve an application
submitted after this deadline if he determines there is adequate time for a thorough review
of the application and {o issue a wrilten approval to the applicant.”

Comment: 1RRC commented that subscction (a) (regarding Review by the
Sceretary) of section 1381.7. (regarding Processing of applications) of the proposed
regulations included three different topics and was Jong and potentially confusing. IRRC
suggested the subscction should be broken down into outline form. In addition, IRRC
commented that the section duplicates portions of scetion 1381.8. (relating to review of
applications) and scction 138i.10. (relating to notice of disposition of application). 1IRRC
asked the Department {o clanify the purposc of subscction 1381.7(a) of the proposed
regulations.

Response: The Department agrees that subscetion 1381.7(a) would be casier to
read and understand i 10 was broken down into outhine form. Thercfore, the Department
has broken the subscction down in the Final-Form regulation. Because of other changes
supgested by 1IRRC (deleting scction 13811, relating to Authority), scction 1381.7.
(rclating (o Processing ol applications), is nove scetion 13860, 1n the faval-Form
regulations. The Departinent has broken this scction down into thiee subsections.
Subseetion (&) relating to “Approval or denial”, subsection (b) relating to “Proacessmg™ of
an application and subsection (¢) retating to “Advisory Board” datics. v addition,
sabsection (b) has been sebdivided wito three categorios. Category (1) states the
Scorctary will fivet review an apphcation for completeness and accuracy; category (2)
relates to how the Scerctary will process a compleie and accurate application; and
catepory (3) relates o how the Scaretary will process mennmplate or inaccurate
applications. The Departmant belioves dhis will add clarity 1o the yegulation as suggested

by IRRC. With regard 10 ITRRCs concern about daplicity, the Departimant believes the
section 1381.7 of the proposed regulations (scetion 1381.6 of the Final-Form regulations)
15 not duplicative. Scetion 13817 of the proposcd regulations, deals with the processing,
of a grant application and is intended to notify the applicant of who will review the grant
applications, the time pariod of the review, and the process for incomplete oy inaccurate
apphcations. Section 138i.8 of the proposed regulations (scction 1381.7 of the Final-
Form regulations) rclating to review of applications deals with applicant chigibility
standards and with the factors to be considered by the Secrctary when reviewing and
ranking a Program grant application. TFinally, scction 1381.10 of the proposcd regulations
(scction 1381.8 of the Final-Form regulations) relating (o notice of disposition of a grant
application, is intended to inform the applicant of the how and in what time period he will
be notified of approval or denial of his grant application. }t should be noted that scction
138i.10 of the proposcd regulations has been moved so that it now follows the scctions
relating to processing and review of applications. Therefore, the regulation gains a
logical flow by notifying the applicant of: (1) how applications will be processed; (2)



how an application will be reviewed and ranked; and (3) how and when an applicant will
be notified.

Conment: IRRC commented concerning sabsection (b) (regarding the Advisory
Board function) of scction 1381.7. (regarding Processing of applications) of the proposed
regulations. IRRC interpreted the language of the subsection to mcan that the Advisory
Board would have an active role in reviewing each individual grant application.
Pursuant to that interpretation and the fact the Department plans to review and approve
grant applications within 30 days, IRRC was concerned that 1t would not be feasible to
nclude the Advisory Board in the review of each application. 1RRC suggested the
Department clarify the Janguage of this scetion and/or move this subscction (o subscction
(b) in Scction 13831 4 (relating to limitation on grants) of the proposed regulations.

Response: "The Department did not intend the Janguage of this subscction to
inchude the Advisory Board in the review of cach individual grant application. Such an
mterpretation of the language of this subscction is in direct conflict with the powers of
the Advisory Board enumerated at section 3(g) (3 P.S. § 1903(p)) of the Act. The
Departiient has changed the language of this section of the Final-FForm regulations to
remove all doubt as to the fimetion of the Advisory Board. The revised language makes
1t clear that the Advisary Board does not and will not review individual grants. The
Advisory Roard will only carry out those functions sct forth in the Act, such as
yeconmiending overall farm safety and ocenpational health program prioritics and
recominending priontics for expenditure of funds for developiment and implementation of
farn safety and occupational health programs. “Fhe Department does not agree with
moving this Janguape to the seetion relaied to himitations on grant funds. While the
Advisory Boards recommiendations on funding may cffcet the nuinber of grants that can
be pivercout under any of the various faum safety and ocenpational hicalth prograins and
the overall factors considered when reviewing a grant apphication, the Advisory Boards’
function does not direetly effect or imit cach individual grent application. Therefore, the
Department has clected w keep this language in the scetion velated (o processing, of
applications.

Comment: 1RRC conmmented with regard to scetion 1381.12. (relating to grant
cancellation) of the proposed regulation, that the term “used” 1 the plirase .. grant may
be canceled by the Scerctary upon a determination that the funds ave not being or were
not properly used” was not defined and 1t was nuclear as to what the terny meant.

Response: The Department added language to this scction that narrows the scope
of what the term “used” could mean. The language of this scetion now refors (o
violations of any provision of the Act, the regulations or the grant agreement and
implementation of the project set forth in the grant application.

Comment: IRRC commenied that scction 1381.1. entitied “Aunthority” was
unneccssary and should be deleted.



Response: The Departiuent agrecs with this comment and has deleted section
1381.1. from the Final-Form regulations.

Comment: The Pennsylvania Emergency Health Scrvices Council (“PEHSC”)
commented with regard to the Department’s inferpretation of section 1381.4(c) (rclating
to chgible courscs, programs, training, activities or events) of the proposed regulations.
The PEHSC questioned whether the Department interpreted .. .emergency medical care-
related programs specifically designed for fanm-related emergencies” as eligible for
Program grants.

Response: Lmcrgency medical carc-related programs specifically designed for
farm-related emergencics do qualify for tuition assistance. Program grants may be
awarded to supplement tuition to the types of projects dehncated at section 4(b) (3 P.S. §
1904(h)) of the Act. Scetion 4(L)(9) specifically refers to training of cimergency scrvice
providers in methods and procedures for responding to farm emergencics, including farm
rescue and machinery extraction. Inaddition scction 6(a) (3 P.S. § 1906(a)) of the Acl,
regarding tuition assistance slaies that tuition assistance may be provided to chigible
applicants o “,.attend farm safcty and occupational health training and emergency
responsc programs. Scction 2 (.5, § 1902) of the Act, regarding the definition of
“Vnergency scevice provide:” supports this inlerpretation.

Fiscal linpace
Commonwealth

The final-fonn regulation will impase minmmal costs and have minimal fiscal
inpact upon the Commomwvenlth, including projected incercases in program costs. The
Department of Agriculture has au appropriation for use in developing the various Farm
Salety and Oceupational Health Grant Programs allowed under section 6 of the acl. The
Secrctary, with the advice of the Advisory Board, will determine the amount of funds (o
aJocate to each grant progiam promualeated under seeiion 6 of the act.

. Politjien) Suhdivisions

‘The final-form regulation will ipose no direct costs and have no fiscal impact

upon pohitical subdivisions.

Private Scctor

The final-form regulation will impose minimal cosls on those organizations or
mdividuals who are interesied in applying for FSTAD grants. The costs that may be
associated with the regulation would invalive the time spent to obtain and fill out a grant
application. Organizations and individuals recciving grants would benefit by receiving
funds 1o cover tuition costs associated with attending some farm safety and occupational
health programs. The private sector may also bencefit through the yealization of reduced
health care and occupational costs resulting from incrcased attendance at the cducational
and prevemtative programs espoused by the act and this regulation.



General Public
The final-form regulation will impose no dircct costs and have no fiscal impact
upon the general public. The farm community and the general public should bencfit
through the reduction of health care and occupational costs which arc likely to result from
increased attendance al cducational and preventative programs such as those espoused by
the act and this regulation.

Paperwork Requirements

The final-form regulation will not result in an appreciable increase of paperwork.
The Department will have to develop a grant application form to administer the FSTAP.
However, the administrative provisions of the 'STAP ave very similar to the
administrative provisions of the FSOH program and the Department has already
developed a grant application form and grant agreement for use in adiministering, the
F'SOH program and has admimstered that program, under a Statement of Policy, since
1996.

Contact Persosn

Turther information is available by contacting the Department of Agriculture,
Farm Safety and Occupation Health Grant Program, 2307 North Camcron Street,
Plarmsburg, Pennsylvania 17110-9408; Attn: John Facclosky (717)7172-5217.

Regulatory Review

Under § 5(a) of the Regnlatory Review Act (71 .S, § 745.5(a)), as amended by
the Act of Junc 25, 1997 (P.1.. 252, No. 24), the Department subimitted a copy of the
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking published at 30 Pennsyvania Bulletin 777
(Vebraary 12, 2000) on January 31, 2000 to the Independent Regulatory Review
Cormmission and to the Chairpersons of the House and Seoste Standing Commitiees on
Agricalture and Rural Affairs for revicw and comment. Lo compliance with § 5 (b.1), the
Department also provided the Commission and the Committees with copies of all
comments reectved, as well as other documentation,

In preparing this final-form vegulation, the Department has constdered all
comments reecived from the Commission, the Commitlees and the public.

This final-form regulation was (deemed) approved by the House Agriculture and
Rinal Affairs Commiitec o _,was (deeined) approved by the Scnate

Agriculture and Rural Affairs C omnmtcc on_andwas (deemed) approved
by the Commmssionon



Findings
The Department of Agriculture finds the following:

(1) Public notice of its intention to adopt the regulation ecncompassed by this
Order has been given under §§ 201 and 202 of the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.
769, No. 240)(45 .S. §§ 1201 and 1202) and their atiendant regulations at 1
Pa. Code §§ 7.1 and 7.2.

(2) A public comment period was provided as required by law and all comments
received were considered.

(3) The modifications that were made to this regulation in response to comments
reeeived do not enlarge the purpose of the proposed regulation published at
30 Pennsylvania Bulletin 771 (February 12, 2000).

(4) "The adoption of the regulation in the manner provided in this Order is
nceessary and appropriate for the administration of the authorizing statuic.

Order

‘The Department of Agriculture, acting under anthonty of the authorizing statute,
orders the following: '

(1) The new regulations of the Department of Agnculture at 7 Pa. Code Chapter
1381 (regarding Varm Safely and Occupational Health Tuition Assistance
Program) arc adopied as sel forth in Annex “A” attached herelo.

(2) 'The Sceretary of Agriculture shall subit this Order and Amnex “A” to the
Office of Genaral Counsel and to the OlTiee of Attorney General for review
and approval as to legahity and form, as rcquired by Jaw.

(3) The Sceyctary of Agriculture shall certify this Order and Annex “A” and
depostt thenr with ihe Legislative Reference Burcau, as required by Jawe,

(4) This Order shall take cficet vpon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

BY THIE DIEPARTMINT Q1° AGRICULTURL

Samueel I, Hayes, Jr., Secretary



Annex A
TITLE 7. AGRICULTURE
PART V-C, FARMLAND AND FOREST LAND

CHAPTER 138i. FARM SAFETY AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH TUITION

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Sec.

1381.1. Autherity. -PROGRAM OBIECTIVES.

138:.2. Program-ebjectives: DEFINITIONS.

1381.3. Definitiens: LIMITATION ON GRANTS.

138:1.4. Limitation-en-grants: GENERAL CONDITIONS.

1381.5. Generalconditiens: APPLICATIONS.

138i.6. Applications: PROCESSING OJF APPLICATIONS.

1381.7. Processing-of applications. REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS.

138 § Review-ofapplications. NOTICE OF DISPOSITION OF
A APPLICATION.

138i.9. Conflict of interest.

1381.10. Notice-of disposttion-of-application: RECORDKEEPING.

138i.11. Recordkecping-GRANT CANCELLATION.

138i.12. Grant-cancelation: RIGHT O RECOVERY.

1381.13. Right-efrceovery: DEFICITS.

§138iL-Authority.

—The-act-bestows upon-the Sceretary the-pewer and duty 10" ~—-admimster-the-provisiens

of this-act-and——-adopt-and-proni gale-any-rogulations-which-may be-necessary-to

mplement-and-administerthis-act'(3-2-S-§1905)In-addition; section-G{a)-of the-act-(3

P:-S+-§-1906(a))-allows-the Secretury-le-establish-a-grant-pregram-to-provide tuitien

assistance-to-certain-individuals-and groups-to-attend farm-safety-and-occupational-health

traiping-and-emergency-response programs—Section-6(d)-of the-act-directs-the-Secretary

to-adopt-and promulgate regulations-to govern the-awarding-of grants-under-section-6-of

theaect:



§ 138i.2. § 138i.1. Program objectives.

(a) Purpose. The purpose of the Program is to provide tuition assistance to rural
emergency scrvice providers, farmers, members of farm families, farm laborers and
others involved in agricultural production, to allow them to attend farm safety and
occupational health projccts and emergency rcsponsc programs.

(b) Competitive program. The Program is competitive. Grant applications and related
documents will be collccted by the Department and reviewed by the Secretary ora
designee. Grants will be awarded annually.

(c) Funds available basis. Grants will not be awarded unless funds are available.
§-138i.3. § 138i.2. Definitions.

The following words and tenins, when used in this chapter, have the following
meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

Act--The Farm Safety and Occupational Health Act (3 P. 8. §§ 1901--1915).

Agriciltural-production—The production for commereial purposes-ofcrops;-livestock
and-livesteck-products-The-torm insludes the processing or-retail-marketing-of these
crops, livestock-or-livestock-producisif more than-50%-of the-processed-or-merchandised
predusts-are-produced-by the-farmer

ADVISORY Board--The Farm Safety and Occupational Health Advisory Board.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION--THE PRODUCTION FOR COMMERCIAL
PURPOSES OF CROPS, LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS. THE TERM
INCLUDES THE PROCESSING OR RETAIL MARKETING OF THESE CROPS,

LIVESTOCK OR LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS IF MORE THAN 50% OF THE



PROCESSED OR MERCHANDISED PRODUCTS ARE PRODUCED BY THE
FARMER.

Board—The-Farm-Safety-and Oceupational Health-Advisery-Beard.

Department--The Department of Agriculture of the Commonwealth.

DESIGNEE--A PERSON CHOSEN OR APPOINTED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA
SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE TO CARRY OUT THE SECRETARY’S DUTIES
UNDER THIS CHAPTER.

Farm--Land in this Commonwecalth which is being used for agricultural production,
including all farm structures, buildings, facilities and farm family residences situated on
the land.

Farmer--A person who is engaged in agricultural production for commereial purposes.

Farm laborer-Aw individual emploved by a farmer in raising, cultivating, fertilizing,
secding, planting, pruning, harvesting, gathering, washing, sorting, weighing or handling,
drying, packing, packaging, grading, storing or delivering to market in its
unmanufacturced state, an agricultural commodity as defined in 3 Pa.C.S. Chapter 45
(relating 1o Agricultural Commodities Marketing) or a farm product as defined in 1
Pa.C.S. § 1991 (relating to definitions).

Members of farm familiecs FAMILY --Any son, daughter or spouse of a farmer or any
lineal relation of the farmer who works on the farm or any collateral rclation of the first
degree (SUCH AS NIECES, NEPHEWS OR GRANDCHILDREN) who work on the
farm.

Person--An individual, partnership, corporation, association or other form of business

enterprise.



Program--The Farm Safety and Occupational Health Tuition Assistance Program.

Project--Any course, training, program, activity or event pertaining to farm safety and
occupational health or emcrgency response programs.

Rural emergency services providers—An employe, agent member or officer of a paid or
volunteer fire company, ambulance service or rescue squad located in or servicing a rural
area of this Commonwealth which is rcgularly engaged in providing cmergency medical
carc and transportation, firc protection services or rescue scrvices.

Secretary--The Sceretary of Agriculture of the Commonwealth OR HIS DESIGNEE.

Volunteer ambulance services--A nonprofit chartered corporation, association or
organization located m this Commonwealth and which is regularly engaged in the
services of providing cmergency medical carc and transportation of patients.

Volunteer fiie company--A nonpreiit chariered corporatios:, association or organization
located n this Commonwecalth which provides fire protection services and other
voluntary emergency services within this Coramonwealth.

Volunteer rescue squad--A nonprofit chartercd corporation, association or organization
located in this Commonwecalth which provides rescue services within this

Commonwealth.
§-138i4. § 138i.3. Limitation on grants.

(a) Tuition assistance. The Program will award grants to provide tuition assistance to
approved applicants under this chapter. The Program will provide grants of up to $100

per calendar year to an approved applicant.



(b) Eligible-applicants GRANT AWARDS. An eligible applicant may apply for more
than one Program grant per year. However, an eligible applicant may not be awarded
morc than $100 in tuition assistance grants in any calendar year.

(c) Recipient’s use of Program grant funds. A recipient of a Program grant may only use
the funds to cover or supplement the cost of tuition for the specific project delineated in
the recipient’s grant application.

(d) Substitution of person. Once an applicant has been approved to reccive tuition
rcimbursement for a specific project, no other person or project may be substituted. Any
change i person or project shall require submission and review of a new application.

(e) Eligible courses, programs, training, activities or events. Program grants may be
awarded to cover or supplement tuition for the types of projects delineated in section 4(b)
of the act (3 P. S. § 1904(b)).

() Additional limitations.

(1) P'rogram grant funds may only be used to provide tuition assistance for farm safcty
and occupational health projects or emergency response programs administered within
the geographic boundarics of this Commonwealth.

(2) Program grant funds may not be used to cover the cost of travel, lodging or any other
expenses incurred by the grant recipient other than the cost of tuition.

(3) Program grant funds may not be used for or applicd to any training, programs,
activities, certification or licensing requirement or events pertaining to the Pennsylvania
Pesticide Contro} Act of 1973 (3 P. S. §§ 111.21--111.60) or Chapters 128 and 128a

(relating to pesticides; and chemsweep pesticide disposal program--statement of policy).



(4) Program grant funds shall be awarded to reimburse the tuition expenses of an

approved applicant who submits the documentation required by this chapter.
§138i.5. § 138i.4. General conditions.

(2) Grant agreement. The approved, signed application for a Program grant shall
constitute the grant agreement. The recipient of a Program grant shall sign the application
which shall set forth the amount of the grant and other terms and conditions as the
Department may reasonably requive. Upon completion of all the terms of the agreement,
a reimbursement check will be issued in the name of the recipient and mailed to the
address indicated on the recipient’s approved and signed application.

(b) Defaulr. Any recipient of a Program grant who fails 1o abide by the terms of the
grant agreement or the provisions of the act or this chapter shall be in default. The
Secretary may waive a default afler consuliation with the ADVISORY Board in the event
of a physical disability suffered by the recipient or as a result of other extenuating
circumstances.

(c) Verification. To reccive a Program rcimbursement payment, a recipient shall, within
2 weeks of the complction of the specific project delineated in the recipicnt's grant
application, submit to the Department a final report which includes a written receipt
cvidencing the cost of tuition and records or any other pertinent documentation
evidencing the grant recipient's attendance and the program agenda. Atthe-same-time-IN
ADDITION, the applicant FINAL REPORT shall alse submit INCLUDE a narrative
report of at least one page but not more than two pages, describing the cffectiveness of

the project and the experience gained and personal knowledge acquired.



(d) Failure to verify. 1f A FULLY COMPLETED FINAL REPORT CONTAINING the
required receipts, records and documentation are IS not submitted within the 2 week
period, the Program grant recipient shall be deemed to have defaulted. The Sccretary may
direct that no Program grant funds be paid to the defaulting recipient. THE SECRETARY
WILL NOTIFY THE GRANT RECIPIENT IN WRITING OF A DEFAULT DUE TO
THE GRANT RECIPIENT’S FAILURE TO SUPPLY A COMPLETED FINAL
REPORT. THE RECIPIENT WILL HAVE 10 DAYS, FROM RECEIPT OF THE
WRITTEN NOTICE TO REMEDY THE DEFAULT. The Sccretary may extend the
verification deadline if the Secretary determines the grant recipient has made a reasonable

cffort to verify, but the verification was incomplete, or for extenuating circumstances.
§ 138i.6. § 138i.5. Applications.

() Application regquired. An intercsted rural emergency service provider, farmer,
member of a farm family, farm laborer or anyonc ¢lse involved in agricultural production
within this Commonwecalth, may submit a grant application to the Department.

(b) GRANT APPLICATION REQUIREMIENTS. AN APPLICATION FOR A
PROGRAM GRANT WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED BY THE SECRETARY UNLESS
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE ATTACHED:

(1) A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE FARM SAFETY PROJECT TO BE
ATTENDED BY THE APPLICANT, INCLUDING DOCUMENTATION
DELINEATING THE FOCUS OF THE PROJECT.

(2) A REASONABLE AND ACCURATE STATEMENT OF THE ESTIMATED OR

ACTUAI. COST OF TUITION.



(3) INFORMATION REGARDING THE SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE
TO BE GAINED FROM THI: PROJECT.

(4) DOCUMENTATION REGARDING THE NAME AND LOCATION OF THE
PERSON ADMINISTERING THE PROJECT.

(b)(C) Obtaining an application and assistance. An application for a grant under this
chapter shall be made on a form prepared by the Department. For applications and for
assistance, contact the IFarm Safety and Occupational Health Grant Program, Department
of Agriculture, 2301 North Cameron Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvama 17110,

(eXD) Additional irgf\orma!ion, The Sceretary erhis-designee may require an applicant to
submit SUCH additional documentation AS MAY BE NECESSARY to complete, verify
or clarify the application.

(DX Application deadline. Applications for grants under this chapter shall be received
by the Department 30 DAYS prior to the date of the project the applicant wishes to
attend. THE SECRETARY MAY APPROVE AN APPLICATION SUBMITTED
AFTER THIS DEADLINE IF HE DETERMINES THERE IS ADEQUATE TIME FOR
A THOROUGH REVIEW OF THE APPLICATION AND TO I1SSUE WRITTEN
APPROVAL TO THE APPLICANT.

§1381.7. § 138i.6. Processing of applications.

(a) Review-by-the-Seeretery. APPROVAL OR DENIAL. Upon-receipt-of-an-application
for-a Program grant-and-the required-supporting-documentation;the THE Sccretary or-a
designee-willreview thisinfermation-{or-completeness-and-accuracy—The-Seecretary-or-a
designee-has-the-pewer-to- SHALL approve, approve with special conditions or reject

GRANT applications and issue grants in accordance with the general considerations and



criteria of the act and this chapter. Ifthe-Secretary-or-a-designee-determines-the
application-is-incomplete-er-inaccurate,-final-precessing-of the-application-may-be
discontinued-or-additional-data-may-berequested1f additional dataisrequested;
processing-of the-apphication-will cease-untilthe-applicant supplies-the requested-data.
The-Secretary or-a-designee- will{orminate-the-processing-ofanincomplete-application
when-the-additional-datarequested-is-notsupplicd-within-10-days-of the requestforsuch
data: The Sccretary er-a-designes may exercisc HIS judgment in approving GRANT
applications and in determining the distribution of grants so that the widest possible
audience becomes acquainted with farm safety and occupational health practices and
techniques espoused by the act and this chapter. The Sceretary or-a-designee may impose
restrictions or special conditions upon the issuance of a grant.

{b) PROCESSING. AN APPLICATION FOR A PROGRAM GRANT SHALL BE
PROCESSED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:

(1) COMPLETENESS AND ACCURACY. UPON RECEIPT OF AN APPLICATION
FOR A PROGRAM GRANT AND THE REQUIRED SUPPORTING
DOCUMENTATION, THE SECRETARY WILL REVIEW THIS INFORMATION
FOR COMPLETENESS AND ACCURACY.

(2) COMPLETE AND ACCURATE APPLICATIONS. APPLICATIONS CONTAINING
ALY THE REQUIRED INFORMATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
WILL BE REVIEWED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CRITERIA SET FORTH IN
THE ACT AND THIS CHAPTER AND ACCEPTED, ACCEPTED WITH SPECIAL

CONDITIONS OR REJECTED. GRANT APPLICANTS WILL BE NOTIFIED IN



WRITING AS SET FORTH AT SECTION 1381.8(a) OF THIS CHAPTER (RELATING
TO NOTICE OF DISPOSITION OF APPLICATIONS).

(3) INCOMPLETE OR INACCURATE APPLICATIONS. IF THE SECRETARY
DETERMINES AN APPLICATION IS INCOMPLETE OR INACCURATE, FINAL
PROCESSING OF THE APPLICATION MAY BE DISCONTINUED OR
ADDITIONAL DATA MAY BE REQUESTED. II' ADDITIONAL DATA IS
REQUESTED SUCH REQUEST SHALL BE IN WRITING AS SET FORTH AT
SECTION 1381.8(b) OF THIS CHAPTER (RELATING TO NOTICE OF DISPOSITION
OF APPLICATIONS) AND WILL BE SENT TO THE ADDRESS LISTED ON THE
GRANT APPLICATION. THE PROCESSING OF THE APPLICATION WILL CEASE
UNTIL THE APPLICANT SUPPLIES THE REQUESTED DATA. THIE SECRETARY
WILL TERMINATE THE PROCESSING OF AN INCOMPLETE APPLICATION
WHEN THE ADDITIONAL DATA REQUESTED IS NOT SUPPLIED WITHIN 10
DAYS OF THE REQUEST FOR SUCH DATA.

(BXCY ADVISORY Board. The ADVISORY Board, AS REQUIRED UNDiIR
SECTION 3(g)(2) AND 4(c) (3 P.S. §§ 1903(g)(2) AND 1904(c)) OF T{IE ACT, shall
reconmmend OVERALL program priorities FOR EACH GRANT PROGRAM to the
Sccretary. Additionally, the ADVISORY Board, AS REQUIRED BY SECTION 3(g)(3)
(3 P.S. § 1903(2)(3)) OF THE ACT, shall recommend the amount of funds to be
allocated-for-Program-grants TO EACH GRANT PROGRAM. THE ADVISORY
BOARD HAS NO AUTHORITY TO AND SHALL NOT REVIEW INDIVIDUAL
GRANT APPLICATIONS AND SHALL HAVE NO INPUT INTO INDIVIDUAL

GRANT AWARDS.
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§138i.8: § 138i.7. Review of applications,

(a) Evaluation. The Secretary-er-a-designee will evaluate an application based on the
applicant eligibility and grant application requirements, as well as the factors in the act
and this chapter.

(b) Applicant eligibility. To be cligible for a Program grant, the applicant shall be a i'ura]
emergency service provider, farmer, member of a farm family or farm laborer or be
otherwise involved in agricultural production. An cmergency service provider shall
submit an application for each individual member for which it wishes to receive a
Program grant. Each member for which it reccives a Program grant shall comply with the
criteria established by the act and this chapter, including the verification criteria.

(¢) Grant application requireicnts COMPLETENESS. An application for a Program
grant will not be considered by the Secrctary-or-a-designee unless thefollowing-itoms-are
attached:

(1H-A-detaled-doscription-of the firm-safety projectto be-attended-by-the-applisant;
ncluding-documentation delineating the-focns-of the-project.
~A2)-Arcasonable and-aceurate-statement-of the estimated-or actnal cost-ef-tuition:

- (3)Anformation regarding-the skills; knowledge-or-experionce to-be-gained-from-the
projest:

(4 Documentation-regarding-the-name-and-Jocation-of the-person-administering the
projeet:

1T CONTAINS THE REQUIRED INFORMATION AND ITEMS AS SET FORTH IN

SECTION 1381.5(b) OF THIS CHAPTER.
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(d) Factors. Factors to be considered by the Secretary or-a-designee in selecting grant
recipients include the following:

(1) The relevance of the project to farm safety or rural health issues.

(2) The innovativencss of the project.

(3) The effect the project will have on hazard elimination.

(4) The scope of the project and how it relates to program components delineated in
section 4(b) of the act (3 P. S. § 1904(b)).

(5) The number and type of people or groups who will be affected by the project as
described in the application.

(6) The impact upon and the value and benefits to the agricultural community of the
project described in the application.

(7) The continual and progressive nature of the project and the benefits and knowledge
gained thercfrom.

(8) The valuc to those who work directly with fanm accident victims.

(9) Whether the applicant has been the recipient of a Program grant within the same
year.

(10) The avatlability of funding to the applicant from a source other than the Program.

(11) The priorities as the Secretary, in consultation with the ADVISORY Board, set in

accordance with section 4(c) of the act (3 P. S. § 1904(c)).

§-138i-9:- Conflict-of interest: § 138i.8. NOTICE OF DISPOSITION OF

APPLICATION.

(a) Applications deemed complete. The Secretary will notify grant applicants within 30

days of reccipt of their completed grant application of a dccision to approve, approve

12



with special conditions or reject the grant APPLICATION. This notice will be sent by
regular mail to the address indicated by the applicant on the grant application.

(b) Applications deemed incomplete. Within 30 days of receipt of a grant application,
the Secretary er-a-designee will notify the applicant of a decision to reject the grant
application or notify the applicant of a deficiency in the grant application and request
additional data. If additional data is requested, notification shall be in writing and detail
the additional data nceded. The Secretary will follow the action prescribed #3-§-138-7(a)
AT SECTION 1381.6(b)(3) OF THIS CHAPTER (relating to processing of
INCOMPLETE OR INACCURATE applications).

§338i-10-Notice-of disposition-of-application. § 1381.9. CONFLICT OF
INTEREST.

A member of the ADVISORY Board may apply for a grant il all decisions regarding the
grant application are subjcct to 65 Pa.C.S. § 1103(3)) (relating to restricted activities) and
the action does not violate the State Adverse Interest Act (71 P. S, §§ 776.1--776.9) or 4

’a. Code Chapter 7, Subchapter K (relating to code of conduct for appointed officials and
State cmiployces).
§ 13844 § 138i.10. Recordkeeping.

A Program grant recipicnt shall maintain all receipts, supporting documents, final

reports and other documents pertaining to the project and the Program grant. These

records shall be retained for 1 ycar beginning at the conclusion of the project. The records

shall be made availablc to the Department upon request.

13



§138i.12. § 138i.11. Grant cancellation.

A Program grant may be canceled by the Secretary upon a determination that THE
GRANT RECIPIENT HAS VIOLATED ANY PROVISION OF THE ACT, THIS
CHAPTER OR THE GRANT AGREEMENT, the GRANT funds OR ANY PORTION
THEREOF were not properly-used TO IMPLEMENT THE PROJECT SET FORTH IN
THE GRANTEE’S APPROVED GRANT APPLICATION, or upon failure of the
recipient to satisfy the verification requirements of this chapter. UPON
CANCELLATION THE SECRETARY MAY SEEK RECOVERY OR THE GRANT
FUNDS OR ANY PORTION THEREOF AS DELINEATED AT SECTION 138i.12 OF
THIS CHAPTER (RELATING TO RIGHT OF RECOVERY).

§-1381.13. § 138i.12. Right of recovery.

The Department has the right to make a claim for and receive from the grant recipient
moneys GRANT IFUNDS not expendced in accordance with the act, the grant agreement
of OR this chapter AND MAY DEMAND THE RETURN OF THE GRANT FUNDS

OR ALY PORTION THEREOF.
§ 138i.13. DEFICITS.

THE DEPARTMENT’S FINANCIAL OBLIGATION IS LIMITED 70O THE AMOUNT

OF THE GRANT.
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
LEGAL OFFICE
January 24, 2001

Independent Regulatory Review Commission
333 Market Street

14" Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17120

RE: FINAL-FORM REGULATION
Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Plant Industry
7 Pa. Code §§ 138i.1.-138i.13.
LD. No. 2-123
Proposed Rulemaking: 30 Pennsylvania Bulletin
771 (February 12, 2000)
Final-Form Regulation Approved by
Office of General Counsel: January 8, 2001

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please find enclosed a copy of the above-referenced final-form regulation. This material
includes copies of the Preamble and Annex “A”. Copies of the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
and Regulatory Analysis Form are also enclosed.

I respectfully request the Independent Regulatory Review Commission review and
approve the above-referenced final-form regulation in accordance with the requirements and
procedures of the Regulatory Review Act.

This Department’s responses to the comments received from the public, the Legislature
and the Independent Regulatory Review Commission with respect to the proposed regulation are
set forth in the Preamble to the final-form regulation. Copies of this final-form regulation have
been delivered to the appropriate Legislative Committees (the House and Senate Committees for
Agriculture and Rural Affairs), and have been mailed or delivered to each commentator on this
date. Inresponse to the requirement (at 71 P.S. § 745.5a(b) and 1 Pa. Code § 307.2(c)(7)) that
this Department provide the names and addresses of commentators who requested additional
information on the final-form regulation, the Department relates that no commentators have made
this request.

The Department will provide you with any assistance you may require to facilitate a
thorough review of this final-form regulation. Thank you for your attention to this matter,

Singerely,

A midC. %iﬁ
David C. Kennedy
Assistant Counsel

2301 NORTHEAKIRRIE S TREET
HARRISBURG, PA 17110-9408
717-787-8744

FAX 747-787-1270
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Pennsylvania State Veterinarian—The Director of

- the Bureau of Animal Health and Diagnostic Ser-

vices of the Department.

* * * * *

" Secretary-—The Secretary of the Department.

% % % * *

Subchapter E. INDIVIDUAL CERTIFIED
BRUCELLOSIS HERD PLAN

§ 7.47. Herd additions.

* * * * *

(c) Animals officially vaccinated [ with brucella

- abortus vaccine, Strain 19] in accordance with
Subchapter H (relating to vaccination), and under 18

months of age, may enter a herd without a blood test but

¢ shall be accompanied by a health certificate.

Subchapter H. [ CALFHOOD ] VACCINATION

‘ § 7.72. Procedure.

(a) [ Only accredlted veterinarians selected by

~ the owner may vaccinate female calves with Strain

19 brucella abortus vaccine.] Designation of vac-

" cine. Strain RB 51 vaccine is hereby designated the

only bruoellosxs vaccine authorized for use within
this Commonwealth If the Secretary determines
that some other brucellosis vaccine is appropriate
for use in cattle in this Commonwealth, the Secre-
tary may so designate that vaccine by publishing
an order to that effect in the Pennsylvania Bulletin,
The order shall take effect upon publication and
the Department will, within 1 year of the effective
date of that order, amend this section to bring it
into conformity with the published order.

(b) State veterinarian approval required. Strain
19 vaccine may only be used with the express

written permission of the Pennsylvania State Vet-
erinarian.

[ ®) ] (¢) Official vaccination. An official vaccina-
tion shall consist of [ an approved] Strain RB 51
vaccine administered to female calves from 4 through
81 12 months of age ([ 120—269 ] 120365 days). A
vaccination of cattle over the age of 12 months (365
days). will not be considered an official vaccination
unless done with the guidance and express written
permisgsion of the Pennsgylvania State Veterinarian.

" (d) Veterinarian to administer vaccine. An official
vaccination may only be admimstered by an ac-
credited veterinarian.

[ (¢) ] (e) Veterinarian fees. Accredited veterinarians

shall be permitted to charge the herd owner for [ the
cost of the services ] their services and the vaccme.

3 7.78 Identiﬁcation of calves.

(@) {Ihuoo nequired. ‘Veterinarians' vaccmatmg calves
sha]] ‘tattoo [ with ] in the right ear the letter “R”,
followed by a United States Registered 'V "Shield[,
including “V,” in the right ear, preceded by the
numeral of the quarter of the year and ], followed by
the last number of the year.

(b) Official state vaccination tag or official breed
registry tattoo required. An orange official State
vaccination tag shall be placed in the right ear. If

PROPOSED RULEMAKING
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the calf has an official breed registry tattoo, an
official State vaccination tag is not required. -

(c) Identification on vaccination report. Calves
shall be identified on the vaccination report by [ the ]
date of birth, official [ Pennsylvania ear tag in the,
right ear,] State vaccination tag number and, or
when applicable, their breed registration number or
registration number of the dam.

§ 7.74. Vaccination report.

Vaccinations shall be reported to the Department
within [ 7] 30 days following vaccination of the calves.
The reports shall be made on forms provided by the
Department. The original and [ two copies ] one copy
shall be forwarded to the Department, one copy given to
the herd owner for [ his] the owner’s records and one
copy retained by the veterinarian.

(Pa.B. Doc. No. 00-240. Filed for public inspection February 11, 2000, 9j:00 am)

[7 PA. CODE CH. 138i] .
Farm Safety and Occupational Health Tumon As-
sistance Program

The Department of Agnculture (Department) under the
specific authority conferred by sections 5 and 6 of the

‘Farm -Safety and Occupational Health Act (act) (3 P.S.

§§ 1905 and 1906), proposes to adopt Chapter 138i
(relating to Farm Safety and Occupational Health Tuition
Assistance Program (Program). Section 5 of the act
delineates the duties of the Secretary of Agriculture.
(Secretary) and directs the Secretary to “ ..adopt and
promulgate any regulations which may be neoessary to
implement and administer the act.” Section 6(a) of the act
allows the Secretary to establish a grant program to
provide tuition assistance to rural emergency service
providers, farmers, members of farm families, farm labor-
ers and others involved in agricultural productlon to
attend farm safety and occupational health training and
emergency response programs. Section 6(d) of the act
requires the Secretary to adopt and promulgate regula-
t;:ms to govern the awarding of grants under section 6 of
the act.

The proposed regulations establish the procedures gov-
erning the submission, processing and review of grant
applications. In addition, they set forth the documenta-
tion requu'ed to accompany applications, eligibility
criteria, ¢riteria for determining grant amounts and veri-
ﬁcatlon, cancellation, notification and reportmg require-.
ments. .

Background

This Commonwealth’s approximately 51,000 farms are
tht foundation of a $35 billion industry, employmg over
650,000 workers in farming and.related services, food
procéssing and food wholesale ' and " retail sales.’ The
National Safety Council reports agriculture as this Na-
tion’s most hazardous industry with a work death rate
22% higher than the second most hazardous industry,
mining and quarrying. Farming ‘accounts for over 80% of
agriculture’s injury toll. From 1990 through 1995 at least
249 Commonwealth citizens have lost their life to hazards
associated with farming. The victims included 17 infants,
toddlers and preschoolers-——all under 5§ years of age.
Another 29 victims were at least 75 years of age. The
oldest was 89 years old. In 1994, a Statewide survey
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showed one in every ten farm operatlons in the State had
at least one recordable work-related injury. Even more
startling was that approximately 5% of those injuries
resulted in some type of permanent disability to the
victim. The numbers evidence the need for farm safety
and occupational health programs. In 1994 alone, there
was a total of 5,100 injuries and 250 permanent dlsabahty
injuries related to farming.

The  purpose of the Program is to provide tuition
assistance to rural emeérgency service providers and mem-
bers of the farm cominunity to assist them and encourage
their attendance at farm safety. and occupational health
programs sand seminars intended to facilitate avoidance
and elimination of farming hazards. The Program will
compliment the Farm Safety and Occupational Health
Grant Program, which exists as a statement of policy in
Chapter 138g, but will be sipplanted by regulations that
are currently in the proposal stage and 'the proposed
Farm Safety and Occupational Health Developmental and
Instructional Program 1ntended to be estabhshed as
Chapter '138;.

(Editor’s Note: For the text of the proposed rulemakmg
concerning Chapter 138k (relating to Farm Safety Occu-
pational Health Grant Program) see 30 Pa.B. 781 (Febru-
ary 12, 2000). For the text of the proposed rulemaking
concerning Chapter 138 (relating to Farm Safety and
Occupational Health Developmental and Instructlonal
Program) see 30 Pa.B. 776 (February 12, 2000))

In the interest .of continuing to carry out its statutory
duties and promoting the development and implementa-
tion of technical and educational farm safety programs
that benefit the farming community, the Department has
promulgated this proposed rulemaking. This proposed
rulemaking is intended to establish reasonable guidelines,
standards, criteria and procedures for the administration
and implementation of grants under the Prog‘ram.. S

Summary of Major Features

Proposed § 138i.1. (relatmg to authonty) delineates the
Secretary’s authority to establish the Program and sets
forth. the Secretary’s power . and duty .to adopt and
promulgate regulations fo govem the awa.rdxng of grants
under section 6 of the act. ; s

“ ‘Proposed § 1381 2. (relatmg to program objectwes) sets
forth ‘that the objedtive” of the Program is to provide
tuition assistance to rural emergency service providers,
farmers, members ‘of farm families, farm .laborers and
others involved in agricultural ‘production, to allow -them
to attend farm safety and occupauonal ‘health ‘programs
and emergency - response ‘prograims. It ‘gtipulates that
grants will be -awarded -on'a-funds available- bams and
through’a competitive apphcatldn process.

: Proposed § 138i.3, (relatmg to definitions) deﬁnes vari-
ous recumng terms such as “Board,” “farm,” “farm labor-
érs,” ‘-‘members of farm families,” “pro;ect" “mral emer-

vgency senhce "pronder_ and “Secretary

: Proposed § 13814 relatmg to" lmntatlon.s on grants)
defines who is an’ ehg1ble apphcant, describes the proper
use -of grant ‘funds ‘and ets forth the procedure - for
substitution of person or pro,lect ‘gection’ specifically
delineates -the total dollar’ amount .an eligible applicant
may be awarded in tuition assistance. Each applicant
1hay recéive up to $100 in tuition assistance per calendar
Yyear. This section also sets forth restnctlons on the use of
grant funds. - -

>+ Proposed § 138ii5. t(relatmg to general condltlons) pro-
vxdes that a grant rempnent will be iréquired to sign the

approved grant application form, which shall then consti-
tute the grant agreement. Additionally, this section sets
forth default verification and failure to verify provisions.

Proposed § 138i.6. (relating to apphcatlons generally)
provides that an eligible applicant shall submit an appli-
cation prepared by the Department and provides informa-
tion regarding how to obtain an application and who to
contact for assistance. This section notifies the apphcarjt
that additional information may be requested by the
Secretary and that the application shall be received prior
to the date of the prOJect the applicant wishes to attend.

Proposed § 138i.7. (relating to processmg of. applica-
tions) describes the procedure for processing -applications
and delineates review and approval powers of the Secre-
tary and the Board. This section sets forth processing
requirements for applications which are incomplete or
contain maccurate information.

- Proposed § 13818 (relating to review of applicatipn)
delineates the specific information that shall be included
in a grant application, defines applicant eligibility criteria
and - sets forth the factors to be considered by, the
Secretary in selecting grant recipients. . - B

Proposed § 138i.9. (relating to conflicts of mterest) sets
forth the legal provisions a Board member shall follow to
avoid a conflict of interest, when the Board member or
his agent or employe is a g'rant apphcant SRy

" Proposed § 138i.10. (relatmg to notice’ of dnsposmon of
applications) sets forth the type of notxce reqmred and the
time periods for notlﬁcatlon .

Proposed § '138i.11.. (relatmg to recordkeepmg) de-
scnbes the type of records which shall be kept by the
grant ‘recipient and the time period- for svhich those
records shall be kept. This section also *provides for
mspectlon and audit of those records by the Department.

Proposed § 138i.12. (relating to grant cancellation)
provides for the cancellation of a grant when funds have
not been spent in accordance with the grant agreement or
this chapter or upon failure of the reéipient to satlsfy the

: venﬁcatlon reqmrements of this chapter

Proposed $ 1381 13. (relating to nght «of recovery) sets
forth the Department’s right to make, a claim for grant
money not expended in accordance w1th the act, the grant

agreement or.the regulatxons RS

These proposed regulatxons set foi‘th ‘the basic process
by which the Department will exercise its administrative
discretion with respect to the expenditure of the funds
appropriated to it by the General Assembly for Farm

. Safety and Oecupatlonal Health Programs

Ftscallmpact R i Sl e
Commonwealth e . ‘

"The proposed regulatlons wxll }mpose mmxmal oosts and
have minimal fiscal ‘impact -upon the Commonwealth
including projected increases ‘ih progi‘am ‘eosta; The De-
partment bas ‘an appropriation for use'in’ developmg the
various ‘Farm. Safety “and ' Occupational' Health “Grant
Programs allowed under section 6 of the act. The Secre-
tary, with the advice of the Board, will determine the
amount of funds to allocate to each g'rant program
promulgated under section ¢ of the act. .

Polzttcal Subdwtswns e }’ s ""' '
The proposed regulatlons will i xmpose no bosts and have
no fiscal 1mpact upon political subdivisions. . .© S8
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Prwate Sector

The proposed regulatlons will impose mmlmal costs on
those organizations or individuals who are interested in
applying for Program grants. The costs that may be
associated with the regulations would involve the time
spent to obtain and fill out a grant application. Organiza-
t;ons and individuals receiving grants would benefit by
receiving funds to cover tuition costs associated with
attending some farm safety and occupational health
programs. The private sector may also benefit through
the realization of reduced health care and occupational
costs resulting from increased attendance at the educa-

* tional and preventative programs espoused by the act and
'\these proposed regulations.

Qeneral Public

The proposed regulations will i 1mpose no costs and have
nbfiscal impact on the general public. The farm commu-
nit; and the general public should benefit through the
rediction of health care and occupational costs which are
likek to result from increased attendance at educational
and jreventative programs such as those espoused by the
act aid these regulations.

P, aper rk Requirements

The Jroposed regulations will not result in an appre-
ciable itkrease of paperwork. The Department will have
to develp a grant application form to administer the
Program. owever, the administrative provisions of the
Program #e very similar to the administrative provisions

of the Farn Safety and Occupational Program and the
Departmen \has already developed a grant application
form and t agreement for use in administering the

Farm Safetyand Occupational Program and has adminis-
tered that Prigram, under Chapter 138g, since 1996.

Regulatory Rebiw

Under sectio} 5(a) of the Regulatory Review Act (71
P.S. § 745.5(a)) on January 31, 2000, the Department
submitted a copy of these proposed regulatlons to the
Independent Regilatory Review Commission (IRRC) and
to the Chairperstys of the House Agriculture and Rural
Affairs Committeéand the Senate Agriculture and Rural

" Affairs Committee\In addition to submitting the proposed

regulations, the Dejartment has provided IRRC and the
Committees with a ppy of a detailed Regulatory Analysis
Form prepared by tie agency in compliance with Execu-
tive Order 1996-1. Agopy of this material is available to
the public upon reqmit

Under section 5(g)f the Regulatory Review Act, if
IRRC has an objectloi to any portion of the propo sed
regulations, it will notiy the Department within 10 days
after the close of the (ymmittees’ comment period. The
notification shall specify the regulatory review criteria

- which have not been metby that portion. The Regu]atory
Review Act specifies detaled procedures for review, prior
to final publication of .proposed regulations, by the
Department, the. General sembly and -the Governor of
objections’ rmsed : , i .

Contact Person -

"Further information is dyajlable by contacting the
Department of Agriculture, Safety and Occupation
Health Grant Program, 23¢1 North Cameron Street,
, 'l’{’zazrg;li\';rg, PA. 17110-9408 ttn John Taeelosky (717)

- to “ ..administer the provisions of this act and .

Effective Date .

These proposed regulatxons will become eﬂ'ectwe ‘upon

publication as final-form in the Pennsylvama Bulletin;
SAMUELE HAYES Jr,

Secretary.

Fiscal Note: 2-123. (1) General Fund; (2) Implement-
ing Year 1999-00 is $20,000; (3) 1st- Succeedmg Year
2000-01 is $20,000; 2nd Suoceedmg Year 2001-02 is
$20,000; 3rd Succeedmg Year 2002-03 is $20,000; 4th
Sucoeedmg Year 2003-04 is $20,000; 5th Succeedmg Year
2004-05 is $20,000; (4) Fiscal Year 1998-99 $N/A; Fiscal
Year 1997-98 $N/A, Fiscal Year 1996-97 $N/A ()] Farm
Safety; (8) recommends adoptlon ‘

Annex A v
TITLE 7. AGRICULTURE
PART V-C. FARMLAND AND FOREST: LAND

CHAPTER 138i. FARM SAFETY AND '~ .
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH TUITION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

Sec.

138i.1. - Authority.

138i.2.  Program objectives. ‘ - : R
138i.3. Definitions. - el e s R
138i4.  Limitation on grants.
138i.5.  General conditions.
138i.6. - Applications, - i B i [
138i.7.  Processing of applications.  ‘i” ton
138i.8.  Review of applications.

138i.9.  Conflict of interest. '

Notice of disposition of appllcatlon

138i.10.

138i.11.  Recordkeeping.
138i.12. Grant cancellation.
138i.13. Right of recovery.

§ 138i.1. Authority.

The act bestows upon the Secretary the power and guty
. adopt
and promulgate any regulations which may be necessary
to implement and administer this act” (3 P. S. § 1905). In
addition, section 6(a) of the act (3 P.S. § 1906(a)) allows
the Secretary to establish a grant program to’ prowde
tuition - assistance to certain individuals and groups ‘to
attend farm safety and otcupational health’ ‘training’ ahd
emergency response programs. Section ‘6(d) of the act
directs the Secretary to adopt and promulgate regulations
to govem the awardmg of grants under section 6 of the
act. L .

§ 138i.2. Progra.m objectives.

(a) Purpose. The purpose of the Program is to provxde
tmtxon assistance to rural emergency service providers,
farmers,” members of farm families, farm laborers and
others involved in agricultural productlon to allow them
to attend farm safety and occupational health prOJects
and emergency regponse programs.

®) Competltwe program. The Progrt;lm lB compet:twe
Grant applications and related documents .will be_eol-
lected by the Department and reviewed by the Secret_ary
or a designee. Grants will be awarded annually,: 1

"(¢) Funds available basis. Grant;s will not be awa.rded
unless funds are available.. .|~ _ Lo

§ 13813, Deﬁnitions.

The - followmg words and terms, when used in. thls
chapter, have the following meamngs, unless. the eontext

clearly indicates otherwise: ,
-« Act-—The Farm Safety and Oecupatlonal Health Act (3

P.S.§§ 1901-+1916). < f1 dota, Ly v oer e i
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. Agricultural- production—The production for commer-
cial purposes of crops, livestock and livestock products.
The term includes the processing or retail marketing of
these crops, livestock or livestock products if more than
50% of the processed or merchandised products are
produced by the farmer.

Board-—The Farm Safety and Occupational Health Ad-
visory Board. .

Department—The Department of Agriculture of the
Commonwealth. ‘

Farm—Land in this Commonwealth which is being
used for agricultural production, including all farm struc-
tures, buildings, facilities and farm family residences
situated on the land. '

Farmer—A person who is engaged in agricultural pro-
duction for commercial purposes. :

Farm laborer—An individual employed by a farmer in
raising, cultivating, fertilizing, seeding, planting, pruning,
harvesting, gathering, washing, sorting, weighing or han-
dling, drying, packing, packaging, grading, storing or
delivering to market in its unmanufactured state, an

agricultural commodity as defined in 3 Pa.C.S. Chapter-

45 (relating to Agricultural Commodities Marketing) or a
farm product as defined in 1 Pa.C.S. § 1991 (relating to
definitions).. . . . . .

. Members of farm families—Any son, daughter or spouse
. of a farmer or any lineal relation of the farmer who works
on the farm or any collateral relation of the first degree
‘who works on the farm. ' '

Person—An individual, partnership, corporation, asso-
~ ciation or other form of business enterprise. '

- Program—The Farm Safety and Occupaﬁonal Health
Tuition Assistance Program. =~ :

. Project—Any coursé; training, prograin, activity or
event pertaining to farm safety and occupational health
OF eIergency response programs.

Rural einergency services providers—An employe, agent
‘member or officer. of a paid or volunteer fire company,
ambulance service or rescue squad lécated in or servicing
a rural area of this Commonwealth which is régularly
engaged in providing emergency medical care and trans-
portation, fire protection services or rescue services.

. Secretary—The Secretary of Agriculture of the Com-
monwealth. R i

.. Volunteer ambulance services—A nonprofit chartered
corporation, association or organization located in this
Commonwealth and which is regularly engaged in the
services of providing emergency medical care and trans-
portation of patients. - . S .

) ‘;%luntgqr'ﬁm ‘company—A nonprofit chartered corpora-
tion, association or organization located in this Comamon-
weéalth which provides fire protection services and other
v:bluhtar'y' emergency services within this Commonwealth.
;:',},.%lu'r‘zgeéix,reséitei squad—A nonprofit chartered corpora-
tion, association or organization located in this Comyon-
wealth which provides rescue services within this Com-
monwealth, = R
§ 188i.4."Limitation on grants. -
. (@) Tuition assistance. The Program will award grants
* tp provide tuition assistance to appréved applicants under
gmn.chapt@r. The . Program will provide grants of up to
100 per calendar year to an approved applicant. . .. .

_ tion of the specific project d:z

(b) Eligible applicants. An eligible applic;mt‘ may apply
for more than one Program grant per year. However, an

- eligible applicant may not be awarded more than $100 in

tuition assistance grants in any calendar year.

(¢) Recipient’s use of Program grant funds. A recipient.
of a Program grant may only use the funds to cover or
supplement the cost of tuition for the specific project
delineated in the recipient’s grant application. )

_ (d) Substitution of person. Once an applicant has been
approved to receive tuition reimbursement for a specific
project, no other person or project may be substituted.
Any change in person or project shall require submission
and review of a new application. ‘ /

(e) Eligible courses, programs, training, activities or /
events. Program grants may be awarded to cover or
supplement tuition for the types of projects delineated in’
section 4(b) of the act (3 P. S. § 1904(b)). j

I

(f) Additional limitations. t{

(1) Program grant funds may only be used to provijle
tuition assistance for farm safety and occupational hesth
projects or emergency response programs administdged
within the geographic boundaries of this Commonweilth.

(2) Program grant funds may not be used to cavo’;‘l the
cost of travel, lodging or any other expenses incur'lyad by
the grant recipient other than the cost of tuition. ./

(3) ‘Program grant funds may not be used for orapplied
to any training, programs, activities, certificatidh or li-~
censing requirement or events pertaining to the Pennsyl-
vania Pesticide Control Act of 1973 (3 P. S. §§111.21—
111.60) or Chapters 128 and 128a (relating to jesticides;
and chemsweep pesticide disposal program—stitement of
policy). ‘ ’j

(4) Program grant funds shall be awarded © reimburse
the tuition expenses of an approved applicmt who sub-
mits the documentation required by this chlgi)tel'-

§ 138i.5. General conditions. ;

i

(a) Grant agreement. The approved, sigted application
for a Program grant shall constitute the gant agreement.
The recipient of a Program grant shall ggn the applica-
tion which shall set forth the amount /f the grant and
other terms and conditions as the pepartment may
reasonably require. Upon completion ¢ ail the terms of
the agreement, a reimbursement chec] will be issued in
the name of the recipient and maipd to the address
indicated on the recipient's approv’ed‘hnd, signed applica-
tion. - : » L v AN

: / , )
(b) Default. Any recipient of a Pr?ram grant who fails
to abide by the terms of the grait agreement or the
provisions of the act or.thia chaptr shall be in default.
The Secretary may waive a defjult after consultation
with the Board in the event ¢ a physical disability
suffered by the recipient or as a psult of other extenuat-
ing circumstances. . o B
" {¢) Verification. To receive aProgram reimbursement
payment, a recipient shall, vntlL 2 weeks of the comple-
‘deJneated in_the recipient'
grant application, submit to/thé Department a’ fina)
report which includes a writen receipt -evidencing the
cost of tuition and records of any other pertinent docu
mentation evidencing the t recipient’s attendanc
and the program agenda. At fhe same time, the applican
shall also submit a narratiy report 9f at least one pag:
but not more than two pagg, describing the effectivenes
of the project and the exjerience gained -and persons
knowledge acquired. . .. / ... . L o
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(@) Failure to verify. If the required receipts, records
and documentation are not submitted within the 2 week
period, the Program grant recipient shall be deemed to
have defaulted. The Secretary may direct that no Pro-
gram grant funds be paid to the defaulting recipient. The
Secretary may extend the verification deadline if the
Secretary determines the grant recipient has made a
reasonable effort to,verify, but the verification was incom-
plete, or for extenuating circumstances.

§ 138i.6. Applications.

(a) Application required. An interested rural emergency
service provider, farmer, member of a farm family, farm
laborer or anyone else involved in agricultural production
within this' Commonwealth, may submit a grant applica-
tion to the Department,

* (b) Obtaining an application and assistance. An appli-
cation for a grant under this chapter shall be made on a
form prepared by the Department. For applications and
for assistance, contact the Farm Safety and Occupational
Health Grant Program, Department of Agriculture, 2301
North Cameron Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17110.

(¢) Additional information. The Secretary or a designee
may require an applicant to submit additional documen-
tation to complete, verify or clarify the application.

(d) Application deadline. Abphcatlons for grants under
this chapter shall be received by the Department prior to
the date, of the project the applicant wishes to attend.

§ 1388i.7. Processmg of applications.

(a) Review by the Secretary. Upon receipt of an apphca-
tion for a Program grant and the required supporting
documentation, the Secretary or a designee will review
this information for completeness and accuracy. The
Secretary or a designee has the power to approve,
approve with ‘special conditions or reject applications and
issue grants in accordance with the general consider-
ations and criteria of the act and this chapter. If the
Secretary or a designee determines the application is
incomplete or inaccurate, final processing of the applica-
tion may be dxscontmued or additional data may be
requested. If additional data is requested, procéssing of
the application will cease until the applicant supplies the
requested data. The Secretary or a designee will termi-
nate the processing of an incomplete application when the
additional data requested is not supplied within 10 days
of the request for such data. The Secretary or a designee
may exercise judgement in approving applications and in
determining the distribution of grants so that the widest
possible audience becomes acquainted with farm safety
and occupational health practices .and techniques es-
poused by the act and this chapter. The Secretary or a
designee ‘may “impose ;restrictions or special condmons
upon the issuance of a grant. .

) Board. The Board 'shall recommend program priori-
_ties to the Secretary. Additionally, the Board shall recom-
mend the amount of ﬁmd.s to be allocated for Program
grants.’ v . .

§ 188i.8. Rewew of apphcatlons.

(a) Evaluatton The Secretary or a desxgnee will evalu-
ate an application based on the applicant eligibility and
grant application reqmrements as well as the factors in
the act and this chapter.

®) Appllcant elzgzbd;ty To be eligible for a Program
grant, the applicant shall be’a rural emergency service
provider, farmer, iember of a farm faiily or farm laborer
or be otherwise involved in agricultural production."An

emergency service provider shall submit an ‘application
for each individual member for which it wishes to receive’
a Program grant. Each member for which it reéceives a’
Program grant shall comiply with the criteria established:
by the act and this chapter, including the venﬁcatlon‘
criteria. .

(c) Grant application requirements. An application for a
Program grant will not be considered by the Secretary or
a designee unless the following items are attached:

(1) A detailed description of the farm safety project to
be attended by the applicant, including documentatlon
delineating the focus of the project. ‘ .

(2) A reasonable and accurate staﬁcment of the esti-
mated or actual cost of tuition. S

(3 Information regarding the skills, knowledge or ex-
perience to be gained from the project. .

(4) Documentation regarding the name and locatlon of
the person administering the project. .~ . -,

(d) Factors. Factors to be considered by the Secretary
or a designee in selectmg grant reclplents mclude the
following:

(1) The relevance of the project to farm safety or rural
health issues. ,

(2) The 1nnovat1veness of the pl‘OjeCt

(3) The eﬂ'ect the pro;ect wnll have on hazard ehmma-
tion. :

(4) The scope of the pro_;ect and how it relat)es to
program components delineated in section 4(b) of the act
B P.S. § 1904(b)).

(5) The number and type of people or groups who will
be affected by the project as descrlbed in the apphcatlon

(6) The impact upon and the value and benefits to the
agricultural community of the prOJect descnbed ln the
application.

(7) The continual and progressxve nature of the pro;ect
and the benefits and knowledge gained therefroi.

(8) The .value to. t,hose who work dn'ectly w1th farm
accident victims.

(9) Whether the apphcant has been the recxpxent of a
Program grant within the same year.

(10) The availability of funding to the apphcant from a
source ather than the Program

(11) The - pnontles as the Secretary, in consultation
with the Board, set in accordance with section 4(0) of the
act.

§ 138i.9. Conflict of interest. . ... ','l'

A member of the Boatd may apply for a grant if all
decisions regarding the grant application are Bubject. to 65
Pa.C.S. § 1103()) (relating -to restricted -activities) aq
the action does not violate the State Adverse Interest gt
(71 P.S. 8§ 776.1-—-776.9) or -4 Pa.Code Chapter
Subchapter K (relating to code. of: oonduct for appomted
officials and State employees) R ol "_

§ 1381.10. Notice of disposition of application.

(a) Applzcatwns deemed .complete.. The :Secretary . Wﬂl
notify grant applicants within 30 days of receipt of their
completed grant application’ of a 'decision to approve,
approve ‘with special conditions or rejéct the grant
notice will “be sént by regular ‘mail -to_-the - addreég
indicated by the applicant on'the grant apphcatndn
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(b) Applications deemed incomplete. Within 30 days of
receipt of a grant application, the Secretary or a designee
will notify the applicant of a decision to reject the grant
application or notify the applicant of a deficiency in the
grant application and request additional data. If addi-
tional data is requested, notification shall be in writing
and detail the additional data needed. The Secretary will
follow the action prescribed in § 138i.7(a) (relating to
processing of applications).

§ 138i.11. Recordkeeping.

A Program grant recipient shall maintain all recelpts
supporting documents, final reports and other documents
pertaining to the project and the Program grant. These
records shall be retained for 1 year beginning at the

conclusion of the project. The records shall be made

available to the Department upon request.
§ 188i.12. ‘Grant cancellation.

- A Program grant may -be canceled by the Secretary
upon a determination that the funds were not properly

‘used, or upon failure of the recipient to satlsfy the

verification requirements of this chapter.
§ 188i.13. Right of recovery.

" The Department has the right to make a claim for and

_receive from the grant recipient moneys not expended in

accordance .with the act, the grant agreement of this

_chapter.

. {Pa.B. Doc. No. 00- 241 Filed for pubhc mspechon February 11, 2000, 9:00 a. m]

[7 PA. CODE CH. 138j]

Farm Safety and Occupational Health Developmen-
tal and Instructional Program

= The Department of Agriculture (Department), under the
;spemﬁc authority conferred by sections 5 and 6 of the

Farm Safety-and ‘Occupational Health Act-(act) (3 P.'S.
§ 1905 and 1906) proposes to adopt Chapter 138j (relat-
ing to Farm Safety and Occupational Health Developmen-
tal and Instructional Program) (Program). Section 5 of

-the act delineates the duties of the Secretary of Agncul-

ture (Secretary) and directs the Secretary to “ .. adopt
and promulgate any reg‘ulatxons which . may be necessary
to implement and administer the act.” Section 6(c)1) of
the act allows the Secretary to establish a grant program

for the purpose of awarding grants to the Pennsylvama,

Fire Academy, public and private colleges and universi-

.ties, community colleges and vocational and technical

schools which provide technical courses of instruction in

_farm safety and occupational health to emergency service

providers -and the farm community or which develop farm

safety and occiipational health training. programs for

implementation by the Department. Section 6(d) of the

.act - requires - the Secretary to adopt and promulgate
“regulatiohs to govern the awardmg of g’rants under
: sectlon 6 of the act.

- 'The propoaed regulatlons establish the procedures gov-

‘"ermng the submission, processing and review of grant

-applications. In addition, this proposed chapter sets forth

-the documentation required to accompany the applica-
. tions, eligibility criteria, criteria for :determining grant

e e e 2 o R
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Backgrouncf

This Commonwealth’s approximately 51,000 fm'ms are
the foundation of a $35 billion industry, employmg over
650,000 workers in farming and related services, food
processing and food wholesale and retail sales, The
National Safety Council reports agriculture as this Na-
tion’s most hazardous industry with a work death rate
22% higher than the second most hazardous. industry,
mining and quarrymg Farming accounts for over 80% of
agriculture’s injury toll. From 1990 through 1995, at least
249 Commonwealth citizens have lost their lives to
hazards associated with farming. The victims included 17
infants, toddlers and preschoolers—all under 5 years of
age. Another 29 victims were at least 75 years of age. The
oldest was 89 years of age. In 1994, a Statewide survey

showed one in every ten farm operatmns in the State had

at least one recordable work-related injury. Even more
startling was that approximately 5% of those injuri¢s
resulted in some type of permanent disability to the

- victim. The numbers evidence the need for farm safety

amounts and - verification, cancellatlon, notlﬁcahon and
~

reporting requirements.

o
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and occupational health programs. In 1994 alone, there
was a total of 5,100 injuries and 250 permanent dlsabihty
injuries related to farming.

The act bestows upon the Secretary the author‘lty to
establish a grant program to provide grants of up to
$30,000 to organizations, colleges, universities and voca-
txonal and technical “schools which “provide ‘technical

‘courses -in farm - safety ‘and ‘occupational health.. The

purpose of this Program is to provide funding: for techni-
cal and educational programs, directed toward the farm
community, which will increase awareriess of potential
farm hazards and provide information and technical
support intended to facilitate avoidance and elimination
of these hazards. This Program will compliment the Farm
Safety and Occupational Health Grant Program, which
exists as a statement of policy in Chapter 138g, but will
be supplanted by regulations that are currently in the -
proposal stage. (Editor’s Note: For text of the proposed -
rulemaking concerning Chapter 138k (relating to Farm
Safety and Occupational Health Grant Program, see 30
Pa.B. 781 (February 12, 2000).)

Therefore in the interest of contmumg to carry out.its
statutory duties and promoting the development  and
implementation of technical and educational farm safety
programs that benefit the farming community, the De-
partment has promulgated this  proposed rulemaking.
This proposed rulemaking is intended, to establish reason-

.able guidelines, standards, criteria and procedures for the

administration and 1mp1ementat10n of grants under the
Program.

Summary of Major Features

Proposed § 138j.1 (relating to authority) delineates the
Secretary’s authority to establish this Program and sets
forth the Secretary’s power apd duty to .adopt and -
promulgate regulations to govern the awardmg of grants
under section 6 of the act.

Proposed § 138.2 (relatmg to prosram obJectwes) sets
forth that the objective of thig grant Program is to fund
the development and implementation of programs whlch
will increase the awareness of farm safety and occupa-
tional bealth issues among the farm community. The
awarding of the grant moneys are on a funds available
basis and through a competitive application process. .

Proposed § 138;.3 (relating to definitions) defines vari-
ous recurring terms such .as “farm,” “farm laborers,”
“members of farm families,”: emergency servnce provxder
and “project.” . S e

N
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Proposed § 138j.4 (relating to. limitations on grants)
describes the type of organization and project which is
eligible for a grant award. This section specifically delin-
eates that eligible applicants may be awarded financial
assistance in amounts of up to $30,000. This section also
sets forth restrictions on the use of grant funds. .

- Proposed § 138j.5 (relating to general conditions) pro-

wvides that a grant recipient is required to sign a grant

agreement and sets forth default, verification and failure
to verify provisions. - :

Proposed § 138j.6 (relating to applications generally)
provides that an eligible applicant shall submit an appli-
cation prepared by the Department and provides informa-
tion regarding how to obtain an application and who to
contact for assistance. This section notifies the applicant

that additional information may be requested by the

Secretary and that the application deadline will be Octo-
ber 31, of the year preceding the fiscal year in which the
grant funds are sought.

Proposed § 138).7 (relating to processing of applica-
tions) describes the procedure for processing applications
and delineates review and approval powers of the Secre-
tary. and the Board. This section sets forth processing
requirements for applications which are incomplete or
contam inaccurate information.

Proposed § 138.8 (relating to review of apphcatlon)
delineates.the specific information that must be included
in a- grant -application, -defines - applicant_eligibility .re-
quirements and sets forth the factors to be considered by
the Secretary in selecting grant recipients.

‘Proposed § 138j.9 (relatmg to conflicts of interest) sets
forth the legal provisions a Board member shall follow to
avoid a conflict of interest, when the Board member or

~ his agent or, employe is a grant applicant.

Proposed § 138j.10 (relating to notice of disposition of
applications) isets forth type of notice required and the
time periods for notification.

Proposed § 138;.11 (relating to recordkeeping) describes
the type of records which shall be kept by the grant
recipient and the.time period for which those records
shall be kept. This section.also provides for inspection
and audit of those records by the Department. .

Proposed § 138j.12 (relating to grant cancellation) pro-
vides for the cancellation of a grant when funds are not
being or have not been spent in accordance with the grant
agreement or these regulations.

Proposed § 138;.13 (relating to right of recovery) sets
forth the Department’s right to make a claim for grant
money not expended in accordance with the act, the grant
agreement or the regulations. -

Proposed '§ 1383 14 (relating to deﬁclts) provxdes that

‘the Department’s financial obllgatmn is limited to the

amount of the grant.

These proposed regulations set forth the basnc process
by which the Department may exercise its administrative
to the expenditure of the funds
appropriated to it by the General Assembly for Farm
Safety and Occupational Health Programs

Fiscal Impact _
Commonuwealth - C b

“The proposed regulations will impose minimal costs and
have minimal fiscal impact upon the Commonwealth,
including: projected increases in program ‘costs. The ‘De-
partment has an appropriation for use in developing the

various farm safety and occupational health grant pro-
grams allowed under section 6 of the act. The Secretary
with the advice of the Board will determine the amount of

. funds to allocate to each grant program promulgated

under section 6 of the act.
Political Subdivisions

The proposed regulations will impose no costs and have
no fiscal impact upon political subdivisions.

Private Sector

‘The proposed regulations w11l 1mpose mlmmal costs on
those organizations who are interested in-applying for
grant moneys. The costs which may be associated 'with
the regulations would involve the time spent to obtain
and fill out a grant apphcatxon Orgamzatxons receiving
grants would benefit by receiving funds to cover all or
part of the costs associated with- developmg or developing
and implementing the projects set forth in. their grant
application. The private sector will also benefit throngh

.the realization of reduced health care and occupatxonal

costs associated with educational and preventative pro-
grams such -as those espoused by the act and these
proposed regulations. - R

General Public o -
The proposed regulations wﬂl unpose no costs and have

no fiscal impact on the general public. Thé farm commu-
nity*and the general public-should ‘benefit’ through' the

-reduction of health ¢are and occupational costs which are

likely to be associated with educational and preventative
programs such as those espoused by the act and these
proposed regulations.

Paperwork Requirements

The proposed regulations will not result in an appre-
ciable increase of paperwork. The Department will have
to develop a grant application form and a grant agree-

ment to administer the Program. However, the adminis-
trative provisions of the Program are very similar to the
administrative provisions of the Farm Safety and Occupa-
tional Health Grant Program and the Department has
already developed a grant application .form ‘and;grant
agreement, for use in.administering the Farm Safety and
Occupational Health Grant Progr and has adxmms-
tered that program, under Chapber 138g, since 1996

Regulatory Review : .

Under ‘section 5(a) of the Regulatory Rewew Act (71
P.S. § 745.5(a)), on January 381, 2000, the Department
submitted a copy of these proposed regulatwns to the
Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) and
to the Chairpersons of the House Agriculture and Rural
Affairs Committee and the Senate Agriculture and Rural
Affairs Committee. In addition to. submitting the proposed
regulations, the Department has provided IRRC and the
Committees with a copy of a detailed Regulatory Analysm

Form prepared by the agency in compliance with' Execu-
tive Order 1996-1 (Regulatory Review and Promulgahon)

A copy of this matenal ‘is ava:lable to the pubhc upon
request. :

_ Under section 5(g) of. the Regulaboxy Rewew Act if
IRRC has an objection to any portion of the- proposed
regulations, it will notify the Department within 10 days
after ‘the close of the Committees’ review penod .The
notification shall specify the atory review criteria
which have not been met by that portion. The Regulatory
Review Act specifies detailed procedures for review, prior
to final publication of the regulations, by the Department,
the General Assembly ‘and the Govemor of objechons -
raised. ETIURRILRE IS I S S
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Contact Person

Further information is available by contacting the
Department of Agriculture, Farm Safety and Occupation
Health Grant Program, 2301 North Cameron Street,
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9408; Attn: John Tacelosky 1
772-5217.

Effective Date

These proposed regulations will be effective upon ﬁnal
publication i in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

SAMUEL E. HAYES, Jr.,
Secretary

Flscal Note: 2-122. (1) General Fund 2) Implement'
ing Year 1999 00 is $40,000; (3) 1st Succeedmg Year
2000-01 is $40,000; 2nd Succeedmg Year 2001-02 is
$40,000;  3rd Succeedmg Year 2002-03 is $40,000; 4th
Succeedmg Year 2003-04 is $40,000; 5th Succeedmg Year
2004-05 is $40,000; (4) Fiscal Year 1998-99 $N/A; Fiscal
Year 1997-98 $N/A Fiscal Year 1996-97 $N/A; (7) Farm
Safety, 8) recommends adoption. -

Annex A ,
TITLE 7. AGRICULTURE
PART V-C. FARMLAND AND FOREST LAND

CHAPTER 138j. FARM SAFETY AND
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH DEVELOPMENTAL AND
ce INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM GRAN’I‘S .

Sec,

138j.1. Authonty

138j.2.  Program objectives.
138j.3.  Definitions,

138j.4.  Limitation on grants.
138j.5.  General conditions.
138j.6. ' Applications.

138).7.  Processing of applications.
138}.8.  Notice of disposition of application.
138).9.  Review of applications.
138j.10. - Conflict of interest.
188j.11. . Recordkeeping.

138j.12. Grant cancellation.
188).13. Right of recovery.

138j.14. Deficits.

§ 138j.1. Authority. -

"The act bestows upon the Secretary of Agriculture of
the Commoriwealth, the power and duty to * .. adminis-
ter the provisions of this act and ... adopt and promul-

gate any regulations which may be necessary to imple-

ment and administer this act” (3 P.S. § 1905). In
addition, section 6(cX1) of the act (3 P.S. § 1906(cX1))
allows the Secretary to establish a grant program to
provide financial assistance to certain groups, academies,
institutions, colleges and  schools which implement or
develop farm safety projects that comply with the criteria
delineated in the act. Section 6(d) of the act directs the
Secretary to adopt and promulgate regulations to govern
the awardmg of grants.

§ 138j. 2. Prog-am objectives

(a) Purpase The purpose of the Program is to-provide
ﬁnanmal assistance to the Pennsylvania Fire Academy,
public or private colleges or universities, community
colleges, or vocational or technical schools within this
Commonwealth that provide technical courses of instruc-
tion in farm se.fety and occupational hedlth to emergency
service - providers, farmers, -members of farm families,
farm' laborers and others involved in agricultural produc-
tion or which’ develop farm safety and occupational health
training programs for 1mp1ementatxon by’ the Department

\

(b) Competttwe progiram. he . Program is. eompetltlve
Grant apphcatlons and related documents will be- col-

lected by the Department and reviewed by the Secretary
ora demgnee Grants will be awarded annually.

(c) Funds available basis. Grants will not be awarded
unless funds are available.

§ 138j.3. Definitions.
The following words and terms, when used in thxs

chapter, have the following meanings, unless the context'

clearly indicates otherwise:

Act—The Farm Safety and Occupatlonal Health Act (3
P.S. §§ 1901—1915). -

Agricultural production—The production for commer-
cial purposes of crops, livestock and livestock products,
The term includes the processing or retail marketing of
the crops, livestock or livestock products if more than

_ 50% of the processed or merchandlsed products are.

produced by the farmer.

Board—The Farm Safety and Occupational Health Ad-
visory Board.

Department—The Department of Agriculture of the
Commonwealth,

Emergency service provider—An employe, agent, mem-

"ber or officer of a paid or.volunteer fire company,

ambulance service or rescue squad located in this Com-
monwealth which is regularly engaged in providing emeér-
gency- medical care and transportatlon ﬁre protectlon
SETvVices or-rescue services. ‘

Farm—Land in this' Commonwealth which is bemg
used for agricultural production, including all farm struc-
tures, buildings, facilities and farm family resndences
sxtuated on the land.

Farmer—A person who is engaged in agncultural pro-
duction for commercial purposes.

Farm laborers—An individual employed by a farmer in
raising, cultivating, fertilizing, seeding, planting, pruning,

‘harvesting, gathering, washing, sorting, weighing or han- .

dling, drying, packing, packaging, grading, storing or
delivering to market in its unmanufactured state, any
agricultiral commodity as defined in 3 Pa.C.S. Chapter
45 (relating to Agricultural Commodities Marketing) or

any farm product as deﬁned in 1 Pa. C S. § 1991 (relating
to deﬁmtlons)

Members of farm famtltes———Any son, daughter or spouse
of a farmer or any lineal relation of the farmer who works
on the farm or any collateral relatlon of the first degree
who works on the farm.

Person—An. individual, partnership, corporation, asso-
ciation or other form of busmess enterprise.

Program—The Farm Safety and’ Occupational Health
Developmental and Instructional Program _

ProJect—A course, training, program, activity or event
or the development of such, pertaining to farm safety and

- occiipational health programs dehneated in the act and

this chapter. -

Secretary—The Secretary of Agnculture of the’ Com-
monwealth.

...... 1

" Voliinteer ambulance servzces-——A nonproﬁt chartered

corporation, association or orgamzahon located m this

. Commonwealth and which is regularly engaged in the

services of providing emergency medical care and trans-
portatlon of patlents p

Volunteer fire company——-A nonproﬁt charbered corpora-

“tion; assocxatxon or orgamzatxon located in tlns Common-
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wealth which provides fire protection services and other
voluntary emergency services within this Commonwealth.

Volunteer rescue squad—A nonprofit chartered corpora-
tion, association or organization located in this Common-
wealth which provides fire protection services and other
voluntary emergency services within this Commonwealth.

§ 138j.4. Limitation on grants.

(a) Financial assistance. The Program will award
grants to provide financial assistance of up to $30,000 to
the Pennsylvania Fire Academy, public or private colleges
or universities, community colleges, or vocational or tech-
nical schools within this Commonwealth, that provide
technical courses of instruction in farm safety and occupa-
tional health to emergency service providers, farmers,
members of farm families, farm laborers and others
involved in agricultural production, or which develop
farm safety and occupational health training programs for
implementation by the Department. :

(b) Eligible applicants. Eligible applicants may apply
. for more than one Program grant per year. However, an
eligible applicant may not be awarded more than $30,000
dollars in Program grgnts in any fiscal year. :

(c) Recipient’s use of FSDIP grant funds. A recipient of
a Program grant may only use the funds to cover the
costs of the specific project delineated in the recipient’s
approved grant application and signed grant agreement.

(d) Eligible projects. Program grants may be awarded
to provide financial assistance for implementation or
development of the types of projects in section 4(b) of the
act (3 P. S. § 1904(b)) and in this chapter.

(e) Additional limitat_ions.
(1) Program grant funds may only be used to provide

financial assistance for projects administered within the

geographic boundaries of this Commonwealth.

(2) Program grant funds may not be used for or applied
to any training, programs, activities, certification or -
censing requirements or events pertaining to the Pennsyl-
vania Pesticide Control Act of 1973 (3 P. S. §§ 111.21—
111.60) or its attendant regulations. See Chapters 128
and 128s (relating to pesticides; and chemsweep pesticide
disposal program—statement of policy).

§ 188j.5. General conditions.

(a) Grant agreement. The recipient of a Program grant
shall sign a grant agreement setting forth the amount of
the grant and other terms and conditions the Department
may reasonably require.

(b) Default. A recipient of a Program grant who fails to
- abide by the terms of the grant agreement or the act or
this chapter shall be in default. In the event of a default,
the Secretary may cancel the grant and seek recovery of
the grant funds as set forth in § 138j.13 (relating to right
of recovery). The.Secretary may waive a default, after
consultation with the Board, in the event of a physical
disability suffered by the recipient or as a result of other
extenuating circumstances, .

_(¢) Verification. Within 3 months of the project comple- .

tion date specified in the grant agreement, the recipient
shall submit to the Department a final report which shall
include written receipts, records and other pertinent
documentation evidencing the project’s costs. In addition,
a grant recipient shall submit to the Department a final
report including pertinent documentation and a narrative
report describing the project objectives and accomplish-
ments. )

PROPOSED RULEMAKING

(d) Failure to verify. If the required receipts, records
and documentation are not submitted within the 3 month
period or a portion of the grant proceeds are not ac-
counted for, the Secretary or a designee may demand the
recipient repay the entire amount of the grant or a lesser
amount. The demand will be made in writing and delin-
eate the deficiencies in the verification documents. The
recipient shall have 30 days, from the receipt of written
notice, to remedy the stated deficiencies or payment shall
be due within 60 days of the written demand.

§ 138j.6. Applications.

(a) Eligible applicants. The Pennsylvania Fire Academy
or an interested public or private college or university, a
community college, or a vocational or technical school
within this Commonwealth may submit a grant applica-
tion to the Department.

(b) Obtaining en application and assistance. An appli-
cation for a grant under this chapter shall be made on a
form prepared by the Department. For applications and
for assistance, contact the Farm Safety and Occupational
Health Grant Program, Department of Agriculture, 2301
North Cameron Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17110.

(c) Additional information. The Secretary or a designee
may require an applicant to submit additional documen-
tation to complete, verify or. clarify the application.

(d) Application deadline. Applications for grants under
this chapter shall be submitted to the Department by
October 31 of each year. .

§ 138j.7. Processing of applications.

(a) Review by the Secretary. Upon receipt of an applica-
tion for a Program grant and the required supporting
documentation, the Secretary or a designee will review
this information for completeness and accuracy. The
Secretary or a designee has the power to approve,
approve with special conditions or reject applications and
issue grants in accordance with the general consider-
ations and criteria of the act and this chapter. If the
Secretary or a designee determines the application is
incomplete or inaccurate, final processing of the applica-
tion may be discontinued or additional data may be
requested. If additional data is requested, processing of
the -application will cease until the applicant supplies the
requested data. The Secretary or a designee will termi-
nate the processing of an incomplete application when the
additiona! data regquested is not supplied within 10 days
of the request for the data.

(b) Approval power. The Secretary or a designee may
exercise his judgement in approving applications and in
determining the distribution of grants so that the widest
possible audience becomes acquainted with farm safety
and occupational health practices and techniques es-
poused by the act and this chapter. The Secretary or a
designee may impose restrictions or special conditions
upon the issuance of a grant. .

(¢c) Board. The Board shall recommend program priori-
ties to the Secretary. Additionally, the Board shall recom-
mend the amount of funds to ‘be allocated for Program
grants. . :

$ 138j.8. Notice of disposition of application.

(a) Applications deemed complete. The Secretary will
notify grant applicants within 80 days of receipt of their
completed grant application of a decision to approve,
approve with special conditions or reject the grant. This
notice will be sent by regular mail to the address
indicated by the applicant on the grant application.
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Recipients will receive a grant agreement which shall be
executed by the recipient and the Department prior to the
release of funds. .

(b) Applications deemed incomplete. Within 30 days of
receipt of a grant application, the Secretary or a designee
will notify the applicant of a decision to reject the grant
application or notify the applicant of a deficiency in the
grant application and request additional data. If addi-
tional data is requested, notification shall be in writing
and detail the additional data needed. The Secretary will
follow the action prescribed in § 138i.7(a) (relating to
processing of applications).

§.188j.9. Review of applications.

(a) Evaluation. The Secretary or a designee will evalu-
ate an application based on the applicant’s eligibility and
grant application requirements, as well as the factors set
forth in the act and this chapter.

(b) Eligible app_ltcants. To be eligible for a Program
grant, the applicant shall provide technical courses of
instruction  in farm safety and occupational health to
emergency service providers, farmers, members of farm
families, farm laborers and others involved in agricultural
production or the applicant shall develop a farm safety
and occupational health training program for implemen-
tation by the Department. Only the following groups,
organizations and institutions are ehglble to apply for a
Program grant:

(1) The Pennsylvania Fire Academy.

(2) A public or private college or university.
(3) A community college.

(4) A vocational or technical school.

(¢) Grant application requirements. An application for a
Program grant will not be considered by the Secretary or
a designee unless the following items are attached:

(1) A detailed description of the project,

including
objectives and goals to be funded by the grant.

(2) A reasonable and accurate statement of the esti-
mated cost of the project. The statement shall include a
separate breakdown of the personnel portion of the costs,
the materials portion of the costs and any other necessary
or anticipated costs associated with the project. The
applicant shall provide any documentation or financial
statements available to support the estimated project
costs.

+ (3) A statement regarding the amount of tmtlon to be
charged for the courses.

(4) Information regarding-the breadth of the project,
including the individuals or groups.to be served by the
project and the geographic area to be served by the
project.

- (8). Informatxon regarding the skills, knowledge or ex-
perience to be gained from the project.

(6) Documentation regarding the name and locatlon of
the applicant administering the project. -

(7) A copy of the official organization board minutes
when action was taken on the project or -a signed
statement attesting to the applicant’s commitment to the
project.

(8) A biographical sketch of the primary persons in-

volved in the pro;ect which indicates :skills, - knowledge,

training and prior experience of the persons developmg or
administering, or both, the project. -
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(d) Factors. Factors to be considered by the Secret,ary
or a designee in selecting grant recipients include the
following:

(1) The relevance of the project to farm safety or rural
health issues.

(2) The innovativeness of the project.

(3) The effect the project will have on hazard elimina-
tion.
(4) The scope and duration of the project and how it

relates to program components in section 4(b) of the act
(3 P.S. § 1904(b)).

(6) The number and type of people or groups who will
be affected by the project. A project which involves a wide
range of age groups, encourages cooperation between
existing community groups and organizations and pro-
vides incentives for new groups or organizations to be-
come inveolved in farm safety and occupational health
programs and training will be given priority.

(6) The impact of and the value and benefits bestowed
upon the agricultural community by the project. .

(7) The continual and progressive nature of the project
and the benefits and knowledge to be gained therefrom.

(8) The value to the emergency providers.

(9) Whether the applicant has been the rec1p1ent of a
Program grant within the same year. -

- (10) The availability of fundmg to the appllcant from a
source other than the Program,

(11) The amount of tuition the applicant mtends to
charge for the courses.

(12) The pnontles as the Secretary, in consultation
with the Board, set in accordance with section 4(c) of the
act.

§ 138j.10. Conflict of interest.

A member of the Board may apply for a grant provided
all decisions regarding the grant application are subject
to 65 Pa.C.S. § 1103() (relating to restricted activities)
and the action does not violate the State Adverse Interest
Act (71 P.S. §§ 776.1—776.9), or 4 Pa. Code Chapter 7,
Subchapter K (relating to code of conduct for appomted
officials and state employes).

§ 138j.11. Recordkeeping.

A Program grant recipient shall maintain all books,
records, receipts, supporting documents, financial state-
ments, final reports and other documents.pertaining to
the project, the project costs and the Program grant.
These records shall be retained for 3 years beginning at
the end of the grant year. The books, records, receipts,
supporting documents, financial statements final reports
and other documents shall be ma.mtamed according to
generally acceptéd accounting principles.. The records
shall be made avm]able to the Department or its agent :
upon request. .

§ 1385.12. Grant canoellatxon

A Program grant may be canceled by the Secretary
upon a determination that the funds are not being or
were not properly used. Upon cancellation, the Secretary
may seek recovery of the grant funds as delineated in
§ 138;.13 (relating to right of recovery).

§ 138j.l3 Right of recovery.

The Department has the nght ‘to make a clalm for and
receive from the grant recipient money not expended in
accordance with the act, the grant agreement or_ this
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chapter, and may demand the return of the grant sum, or
a portion thereof, plus legal interest thereon.

§ 138j.14. Deficits.

The Department’s financial obligation is limited t¢ the
amount of the grant. The Department is not responsible
for funding any cost overruns incurred by the grant
recipient.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 00-242. Filed for public inspection February 11, 2000, 9:00 a.m)

[7 PA. CODE CH. 138k]

Farm Safety and Occupahonal Health Grant Pro-
gram

The Department of Agriculture (Department), under the
specific authority conferred by sections 5 and 6 of the
Farm Safety and Occupational Health Act (act) (3 P. S,
§8 1905 and 1906) proposes to adopt Chapter 138k
(relating to Farm Safety and Occupational Health Grant
Program). Section 5 of the act delineates the duties of the
Secretary of Agriculture (Secretary) and directs the Secre-
tary to “...adopt and promulgate any regulations which
may be necessary to implement and administer the act.”
Section 6(c)(2) of the act allows the Secretary to establish
a grant program for the purpose of awarding grants to
Statewide farm organizations and volunteer fire compa-
nies, ambulance services and rescue squads for providing
farm safety, occupational health and emergency response
programs. Section 6(d) of the act requires the Secretary to
adopt and promulgate regulations to govern the awarding
of grants under section 6 of the act.

The proposed regulations establish the procedures gov-
erning the submission, processing and review of grant
applications. In addition, it sets forth the documentation
reqmred to accompany the applications, eligibility crite-
ria, criteria for determining grant amounts and notifica-
tion and reporting requirements.

Background

The Commonwealth’s approximately 51,000 farms are
the foundation of a $35 billion industry, employmg over
650,000 workers in farming and related services, food
processing and food wholesale and retail sales. The
National Safety Council reports agriculture as this Na-
tion’s most hazardous industry with a work death rate
22% higher than the second most hazardous industry,
mining and quarrying. Farming accounts for over 80% of
agriculture’s injury toll. From 1990 through 1995, at least
249 Commonwealth citizens have lost their life to bazards
associated with farming. The victims included 17 infants,
toddlers and preschoolers—all under 5 years of age.
Another 29 victims were at least 75 years of age. The
oldest was 89 years of age. In 1994, a Statewide survey
showed one in every ten farm operations in the State had
at least one recordable work-related injury. Even more
startling was that approximately 5% of those injuries
resulted in some type of permanent disability to the
victim. The numbers evidence the need for farm safety
and occupational health programs. In 1994 alone, there
was a total of 5,100 injuries and 250 permanent dlsablhty
mjunes related to farming.

The Farm Safety and Occupational Health (FSOH)
Program was first developed and 1mp1emented by the
Department in 1996: The Department administered the
Program aunder. a statement of policy in Chapter: 138g,

The core concept of the FSOH P TOgTam W
the maximum educatxona] outreach ‘to the

u‘&
cies at the minimum costs. The FSOH Program hasz
successful in-providing educational and technical .assi
ance to the agriculture community and in disseminating
information regarding best management farm safety prac-
tices to those engaged in production agriculture. As ‘such,
the FSOH Program has become a very 1mportant compo-
nent in assuring the success of the act.

Therefore, in the interest of contmumg to carry out its
statutory duties and promoting . the development and
implementation of best management farm safety practices
and quick medical responses to farm emergencies, the
Department has promulgated thesé proposed regulations.
These regulations are intended to establish reasonable
guidelines, standards, criteria and procedures for the
continued admmlstratmn and” implementation of the
FSOH Program. Given the success of the FSOH Program
to date, the language of the proposed regulations -is
wrtually unchanged from that of the statement of pohcy
in Chapber 138g.

The only changes appear in §§ 138k 5 and 138k 6(a)(3)
and (b)(11) (relating to apphcatlon deadline; and review of
application). The changes require apphcatlons to be sub-
mitted by October 31 of the year preceding the fiscal year
in which grant funds are sought and require an applicant
to disclose the amountof tuition it intends to charge for
courses which would be administered under the programs
\delineated in the grant application.

Summary of Major Features

Proposed § 138k.1 (relating to program object\ves) gets
forth that the objective of the grant program is to fund
projects which will increase the awareness of farm safety
and occupational health issues and other issues specific to
emergency response programs. The awarding of the grant
moneys are on a funds available basis and through a
competitive apphcatxon process.

2

Proposed § 138k.2 (relating to deﬁmtlons) deﬁnes vari-
ous recumng terms such as “Statewide farm organiza-
tions,” “volunt,eer fire company,” “volunteer ambulance
services” and “volunteer rescue squad.” -

Proposed § 138k.3 (relating to limitations on grants)
describes the type of organization which is eligible for the
grant awards. This section specifically delineates that
eligible applicants may be awarded financial assistance in
amounts of up to $2,500.

Proposed § 138k.4 (relating to applications generally)
provides that an application is required and from whom
orgamzatmns may request applications.

Proposed - § 138k.5 (relating to apphcatlon deadhne)
provides that the application deadline will be October 31
of the year proceeding the fiscal year in whlch grant
funds are sought. -

Proposed § 138k.6 (relatmg to review of apphcatlon) .
sets forth the grant application requirements and the
factors which the Board or the Secretary may eonsxder in
reviewing grant apphcatmns

Proposed § 138k.7 (relating to dlsposmon of appllca—
tion) describes the time frame for notification of rejection
or approval of the application and the prpcedure by whlch
the Secretary will notify the applicant. Pt
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